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PREFACE. 


Th  E preemption  which  might  reafon- 
ably  be  afcribed  to  me,  for  prefenting  to 
the  World,  in  fo  rude  a ibate,  the  fol- 
lowing Hiftorical  Recollections,  will  be  ac- 
knowledged to  be  greatly  attenuated  in 
my  motive  to  fatisfy  the  publick  curi- 
ofity. 


For  furely  the  publick  curiolity  muft 
have  been  ftrongly  excited  by  the  late  events 
in  Egypt  to  know  the  caufe,  the  intereft 
the  French  could  have  in  view,  in  invading 
. a country  almoft  forgotten  to  have  held 
any  rank  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 


And,  as  certainly,  upon  reverting  to 
the  hiftory  of  that  Angularly  favoured  por- 
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tion  of  our  earth,  all  difficulty  to  affiime  a 
proper  caufe  will  difappear ; and  in  it  we 
fhall  diicover  the  mod;  imperious  neceffity 
upon  England  to  fruflrate,  by  every  effort, 
their  deep  and  dangerous  defign. 

I had  occafon  to  fee  it  a great  many 
years  ago.  It  was  my  fortune,  fo  early  as 
February,  17 60,  to  be  landed  on  the  Ifland 
of  Cyprus  and  from  thence  to  attend  to, 
and  confider  the  wonderful  refources  of  that 
Rill  famous  country.  In  1763,  I went 
over  to  Saint  Jean  d’Acri ; and  being  there 
an  nearer,  and  more  frequent  intercourfe 
with  its  people,  until  ij6j,  I had  occafion 
to  contemplate  the  fubjedt  with  that  fpirit 
of  investigation  which  determined  me  to 
abandon  all  other  my  original  connexions 
and  purfuits,  to  follow  up  the  fcene  oi 
adventure  which  opened  in  this  invefliga- 
tion to  my  mind ; and  from  which  I am 
enabled  to  furnifh  the  Reader  with  the 
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following,  as  fome  are  pleafed  to  think, 
interefting  Hiftorical  Recollections. 

\ • 

I returned  to  England  in  1768,  and  in 
purfuance  of  my  fcheme  to  explore  first 

• 1 

the  connection  there  might  be,  of  what- 
ever nature,  between  India  and  Egypt  by 
the  Red  Sea,  I applied  for  and  obtained 
leave  to  go  as  a free  mariner  to  the  Eafl 
Indies. 

1 

But  at  the  moment  I was  going  to 
embark,  accounts  came  from  Cyprus  of 
my  brother’s  death,  and  I was  advifed  to 
return  to  Cyprus  on  many  accounts.  I 
propofed  at  the  fame  time  to  make  a vifit 
to  Egypt  -y  and  from  Egypt  to  embark  on 
the  Red  Sea  for  Gedda ; and  from  Gedda, 
by  our  annual  Bombay  and  Surat  Blips,  for 
the  Eafl  Indies. 
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It  was  about  the  middle  of  1 77 3 > before 
I could  accomplish  my  purpofes  in  Cyprus, 
and  pafs  over  into  Egypt.  I was  at  Grand 
Cairo  in  the  time  of  Mehemed  Bey : he 
gave  me  every  fort  of  encouragement  to 
perfevere  in  my  fcheme  : he  told  me,  “ If 
you  bring  the  India  (hips  to  Suez,  I will 
lay  an  aquedudt  from  the  Nile  to  Suez, 
and  you  Shall  drink  of  the  Nile  water.”' 


It  was  not  the  feafon  of  departure  from 
Suez  for  Gedda,  and  I was  advifed  to  go 
and  make  my  plan  known  at  Constanti- 
nople. I adopted  this  advice,  and  found 
almoSt  every  body  in  the  mercantile  order  of 
men,  very  ftrenuoufly  difpofed  to  fupport 
me.  Mr.  Murray  was  then  his  MajeSty’s 
AmbaSTador  at  Constantinople  : his  Excel- 
lency was  difpofed  to  think  well  of  the 
undertaking;  he  gave  me  unequivocal  proofs 
of  it. 
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In  March  1774,  I returned  to  Egypt. 
I went  to  Suez.  The  country  veffels  were  to 
fail  every  day,  but  were  never  punctual.  Thirty 
days  elapfed ; my  provifions  were  exhaufted ; 
my  fpirits  impatient ; the  defart  barren,  in- 
deed, of  all  refource  ! I wheeled  about ; I 
determined  to  return ; I thought  I fhould  get 
to  India  iooner  by  the  way  of  England  ; and 
the  holy  caravan  paffing  by  Suez  at  this  time, 
on  its  return  from  Mecca,  I mounted  a Dro- 
medary, and  accompanied  them  to  Cairo. 

But  while  I was  turning  my  back  upon 
Egypt,  an  adventure,  under  the  diredion 
of  Mr.  John  Shaw,  was  already  in  the  Red 
Sea  coming  up  to  Suez  from  Bengal.  I 
was  fcarcely  arrived  in  London,  before  I 
was  informed,  by  letters,,  of  the  arrival  of 
this  adventure  at  Suez.  I refolved  imme- 
diately to  return  to  Cairo ; I freighted  a 
lhip,  and  loaded  her ; I fent  in  a letter  to 
the  Court  of  Diredors  of  the  Hon.  Eafl: 
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India  Company,  to  inform  them  of  my 
intention  to  fettle  at  Cairo,  and  made 
an  offer  of  my  fervices,  which  was  ac- 

• * i 

cepted. 

I arrived  at  Alexandria  in  July  1 775* 
and  fucceeded  very  profperoufly  in  eftablifli- 
ing  a diredl  commerce  from  England  to 
Egypt ; the  navigation  from  India  quite  up 
to  Suez  had  been  explored,  and  a fair  prof- 
pedt  was  opened  of  feeing  my  plan  of  efta- 
blifhing  a commercial  communication  be- 
tween Egypt  and  India  equally  fuccefsful. 
In  1776,  1777*  and  177S,  Chips  were 
arriving  at  Alexandra  from  England,  and 
at  Suez  from  India  at  the  fame  time.  We 
compofed  our  bowl  of  the  Ganges,  the 
Thames,  and  the  Nile,  and  from  the  top 
of  the  pyramid  drank  prcfperity  to  Eng- 
land, 

I had  had  the  fatisfadtion  alfo  to  convey 
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the  firft  advices  of  the  war  in  1778  t0  ^ie 
Eaft  Indies ; by  means  of  which  we  were 
enabled,  to  the  aftomfhment  of  all  Eng 
land,  when  the  news  arrived,  to  expel  the 
French  from  India  before  fuccours  could 
reach  them,  and  to  add  their  pofTeffions  to 
our  own. 

1 

But  a cloud  of  jealoufy  was  at  this 
time  gathering  over  my  fcheme  : the  Turk, 
who  had  hitherto  been  filent,  began  to 
complain ; the  Daganier,  or  cuftom-mafter, 
wanted  a participation  in  the  cuftoms ; the 
fheriff  of  Mecca  began  to  complain  that 
the  port  of  Gedda  would  be  abandoned, 
and  the  caufe  of  religion  fuftain  an  injury 

V I 

in  its  effects ; the  Diredors  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company  complained  that  their  trade 
would  fuffer ; the  Turkey  Company  cried 
out  that  they  would  be  ruined.  They  had  no 
conception  of  the  tendency  of  thefe  things  ; 
they  wrote  to  his  Majefty’s  Ambaflador  at 


1 


s PREFACE. 

Conflantinople,  and  his  Excellency  offici- 
ated for  its  fuppreffion  at  the  Sublime  Porte  * 
the  Sublime  Porte,  inftigated,  as  the  adl 
avers,  by  his  remonftrances,  iffued  orders 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
merce to  Suez,  in  the  following  fulmi- 
nating, and,  by  the  late  events,  become 
moft  pertinent,  mod:  curious,  but  as  to  its 
political  prejudices  and  precautions,  moft 
impotent  Command. 

COMMAND. 

Translation  of  a Hatty  Sheriff, 
or  Imperial  (Sign  Manual)  Com- 
mand, Ctddreffed  to  the  Government 
of  Egypt. 

WE  will  not  abfolutely  fuffier  frank 
{hips  to  come  to  Suez,  nor  carry  on  any 
traffic,  openly  or  clandeftinely,  between 
this  town  and  Judda.  The  fea  of  Suez  is 
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detained  for  the  noble  pilgrimage  of  Mecca. 
To  fader  frank  fhips  to  navigate  therein, 
or  to  negleCt  oppofing  it,  is  betraying  your 
Sovereign,  your  religion,  and  every  Ma- 
hometan. And  all  thofe  who  dare  tranf- 
grefs  will  find  their  punifhment  in  this 
world,  and  in  the  world  to  come.  It  is  for 
the  mod  important  affair  of  date,  and  of 
religion,  that  this  exprefs  and  irrevocable 
command  is  iffued.  Conform  to  it  with  zeal 
and  with  activity,  for  fuch  is  our  royal  will. 

To  our  honoured  minider  and  illuf- 
trious  counfellor,  whofe  prudence,  fagacity, 
and  zeal  dire&s  the  affairs  of  the  world : 
who  is  the  pillar  of  glory  and  of  happi- 

nefs ; didinguifhed  by  the  protection  of  the 

* - 

mod  high,  our  Vizir  Ifmael  Pafha.  May 
God  perpetuate  your  fplendour.* 

To  the  mod  upright  of  judges,  and  the 
bed  of  Muffulman  commanders,  fource  of 
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learning  and  of  perfection  ; who  is  an 
honour  to*  the  laws  and  to  juftice,  adorned 
by  the  favour  of  the  Omnipotent,  our  Molla 
of  Cairo.  May  God  increafe  your  digni- 
ties, and  your  virtues. 

i 

To  the  powerful  and  honourable  com- 
manders ; afylum  of  mold  illuftrious  fup- 
pliants  : to  whom  is  entrufled  the  execu- 
tion of  fovereign  mandates,  the  Sheik  Bel- 
lad,  and  other  ruling  Beys  of  Egypt.  May 
God  perpetuate  your  felicity. 

To  the  mofl:  diftinguifhed  of  all  glo- 
rious perfonages,  idol  of  the  publick  effeem; 
our  co-ooerator  and  commiffioner,  fent  by 

l / 

our  Sublime  Porte,  the  Capigee  Bachi, 
Muftafa  Tahir  Aga.  May  God  perpetuate 
vour  glorv. 

¥ O j 

t 

To  the  mod:  venerable  Doftors.  1 o 
the  Sheriffs  Vefage,  and  Bekrye.  To  the 
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Chiefs  of  the  Four  Sedts ; and  to  the  Doc- 
tors of  the  Azhar.  May  your  virtue  be 
augmented. 

To  the  Superiours  of  their  Equals,  the 
Captains,  and  renowned  Officers  of  the 
Seven  Agiaks  of  Cairo.  May  your  power 
be  increafed. 

• i 

/ 

Upon  the  arrival  of  this  imperial  com- 
mand, Know  ye  that  Suez  is  the  port  of 
Mecca  and  of  Medina,  whofe  glory  may 
God  perpetuate  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 
Cities  illuftrious  for  being  the  centre  of  all 
juftice,  and  which  give  fplendour  to  the 
law  of  the  Prophet.  There  is  no  example 
that  foreign  nations,  and  the  fons  of  error, 
have  ever  navigated  in  the  fea  of  Suez.  It 
has  been  a conftant  cuftom,  until  thefe  latter 
times,  for  the  Engliffi  ffiips,  and  others 
who  trade  from  India,  to  flop  at  Judda; 
but  in  the  time  of  Ali  Bey,  a fmall  veffel 
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came  up  to  Suez,  and  on  board  was  an 
'Unknown  perfon,  with  prefents  for  AH 
Bey,  and  declaring  that  he  only  came  there 
for  freight.  The  Englifh  have  imagined, 
that  authorifed  by  fuch  a precedent,  it  was 
lawful  for  them  at  all  times,  and  all  fea- 
fons,  to  return  ; and  we  have  feen,  in  the 
time  of  the  late  Mehemed  Bey  Aboudahab, 
feveral  velfels  arrive  there  with  cargoes  of 
rnuflins,  and  other  Indian  articles.  A prin- 
ciple of  avarice  betrayed  this  Bey  alfo  into 
error.  They  reprefented  to  him  an^ infi- 
nite accumulation  of  revenue  to  his  cuf- 
toms,  and  he  was  debauched.  Under  this 
fpecious  pretext  the  Englifh  veiTels,  and 

thofe  of  other  nations  eflablifhed  in  India, 

✓ 

continued,  one  infligated  by  the  other,  to 
frequent  the  port  of  Suez  ; and  the  Englifh 
went  fo  far  as  to  eftablifh  magazines.  So 
it  has  been  reported  to  us. 


Thefe  fadls  and  this  innovation  contrary 
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to  the  policy  of  our  ftate,  and  dangerous 
' to  our  religion,  came  to  our  imperial  know- 
ledge. We  ordered,  confequently,  that 
the  English  thence  forward  ihould  return 
no  more  to  Suez,  nor  even  approach  to  its 
coafts,  having  enjoined  exprefsly  that  they 
fhould  he  made  to  return . We  notified  thefe 
our  orders  to  the  Englilh  Ambafiador  re- 
fiding  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  required 
him  to  tranfmit  them  to  his  court.  The 
anfwers  which  he  received,  as  well  from 
his  Court  as  the  Eafi:  India  Company, 
contained  fevers  prohibitions  to  any  of  their 
fubjedts  to  come  to  Suez  after  the  beginning 
of  the  Greek  year  anfwering  to  December, 
1778.  This  minifier,  in  communicating 
thefe  prohibitions  to  the  Sublime  Porte, 
did  at  the  fame  time  declare,  by  the  mouth 
of  his  firft  interpreter,  that  in  cafe  of  con- 
travention, the  effedts  of  thofe  who  fhould 
contravene  might  be  feized,  their  veffels 
confifcated,  the  crews  of  the  £hips  and  the 


14 


PREFACE. 


fupercargo  imprifoned  and  condemned  to 
perpetual  flavery. 

While  the  Sublime  Porte  was  occupied 
about  thefe  matters,  remonftrances  relative 
to  the  fame  objedl  arrived  from  Prince  Sur- 
rour.  Sheriff  of  Mecca.  This  Prince  de- 
pofed,  that  the  Franks,  not  contented  to 
confine  their  trade  to  Indian  articles,  had 

alfo  embarked  on  board  their  fhips  coffee 

\ 

and  other  products  of  Jemen,  which  they 
tranfported  to  Suez  to  the  notable  prejudice 
of  the  city  of  Judda.  That  thefe  Arran- 
gers, over-running  lands  and  feas,  take 
plans  of  every  place,  and  preferve  them  until 
a propitious  moment.  Then  fulfil  their 
defign  of  conquering  the  country.  . That 
this  having  happened  in  India  and  other 
places  . the  Sheriff  was  jufirly  alarmed  for  his 
own  fate,  and  expreffed  the  utmoft  inqui- 

t 

etude  and  indignation. 
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All  this  has  been  confirmed  to  us  by  the 

/ 

doctors  verfed  in  hiflory,  whom  v/e  have 
con  fill  ted  upon  the  matter.  They  have 
explained  to  us  many  events  which  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  infidious  policy  of  the 
Franks.  We  learn  that  in  the  year  900 , 
the  Portuguefe,  and  afterward  the  Dutch, 
did  by  long  and  perilous  voyages  arrive  in 
India.  That  they  there  defcribed  them- 
felves  as'  peaceable  merchants,  honeft  and 
inoffeniive.  Thefe  people  were  accompa- 
nied by  men  of  learning;  curious  only  they 
pretended  of  making  ufeful  and  innocent 
refearches.  The  Indians,  a people  of  con- 
tracted genius,  were  the  dupes  of  this  ap- 
pearance. Their  principal  cities,  fuch  as 

1 

Ahmed,  Abbas,  Bengal,  Banaras, ' Surat, 
and  Madras  have  been  the  price  of  their 
credulity,  and  themfelves  are  now  under  the 
dominion  of  thefe  Franks. 

Tt  was  by  fuch  like  procedure,  that  in 
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the  beginning  of  the  year  400,  and  the 
time  of  the  Fatimites,  the  Franks  infinuated 
themfelves  into  the  city  of  Damafcus.  Their 
firfh  difguife  was  as  quiet  honed:  merchants, 
who  punctually  paid  the  duties  of  cuflom. 
A diffenfion  took  place  in  thofe  days  be- 
tween  the  Fatimites  and  the  Abifiides,  and 
the  Franks  following  their  ordinary  policy, 
availed  of  the  occurrence  to  take  pofieffion 
of  Damafcu.s  and  Jerufalem,  which  they 
maintained  for  near  a century. 

/0*K  »-» 

\ ^ ^ » - • * ' * 

Ufeft  Saladin  of  glorious  memory,  ap- 
peared about  the  middle  of  the  year  607, 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  Jobite  Gourdes 
and  Melouk  Turks,  and  recovered  Jerufa^ 
lem  and  Damafcus  after  moft  incredible 
labours,  and  a horrible  maffacre  of  the 
human  fpecies.  But  without  dwelling  upon 
the  hiflory  of  ancient  times,  no  one  is  ig- 
norant of  the  inveterate  hatred  which  the 
Chriftians  bear  to  the  Turks,  whom  they 
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lee  with  a jealous  eye  in  pofleflion  of  Jeru- 
falem. 

* , 1 

1 

May  God  confound  thofe  in  this  world* 
and  punifli  them  in  the  next  with  an  eter- 
nal punishment,  who,  conflru&ing  this 
evil  to  be  a good,  approve  the  coming  of 
the  Franks  to  Suez.  Keep  before  your  eyes 

the  example  of  India.  Confi  er  the  end 

\ 

of  things  and  fuffer  not  this  intercourie. 
Seek  out  thofe  who  fecretly  affid  them  and 
punidi  them  in  fuch  a manner  as  has  no 
example,  fuch  as  they  deferve.  You  will 
not  be  permitted  to  alledge  any  pretence  of 
judification.  Imprifon  the  captains  of  the 
Frank  veffels,  and,  above  all,  the  Englifh* 

i 

upon  their  coming  to  Suez,  and  feize  their 

1 

fhips,  for  it  is  fet  forth  in  the  memorial  of 
the  Englifh  Ambaffador,  in  the  anfwers 
from  his  Court,  and  in  the  verbal  informa- 
tion of  his  firft  interpreter,  that  they  are 
pirates  and  rebels  to  their  Sovereign.  They 

C 
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are  fuch  to  my  Sublime  Porte,  and  as  fuch 
they  merit  imprifonment,  and  the  confif- 
cation  of  their  goods.  You  will  give  ad- 
vice of  your  proceedings  to  the  Sublime 
Porte,  and  we  will  decide  without  permit- 
ting  any  one  to  intercede  for  their  deliver- 
ance. 

You,  Vizir,  already  mentioned ; know 
ye,  that  fuch  is  the  will  and  pleafure  of 
the  Sublime  Porte.  The  intimate  part  you 

have  had  in  the  administration  of  our  go- 

% 

vernment  fufficiently  apprifes  you  of  the 
importance  of  this  . objedt.  You,  Molla, 
commanding  Beys,  Dodtors,  and  Ogiacks, 
take  proper  warning.  We  recommend  to 
you  exprefsly  and  reiterately  to  watch  with 
attention  this  innovation  fo  dangerous  to 
the  flate,  and  to  religion.  Conform,  there- 
fore, exadtly  to  our  command,  and  let  our 
voice  infpire  you  with  a due  fear  If  not  - 
by  God  we  fwear,  that  you  will  incur  our 
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indignation,  and  the  fevered:  punifhments 
fhall  be  the  fruits  of  it.  You  who  are 
enlightened  by  the  Mulfulman  religion : 
you  who  are  profound  in  hiftory  and  the 
ftudy  of  books,  applaud  thefe  our  orders— 
and  if  your  counfel  for  their  execution  pre- 
vail not — inform  the  Sublime  Porte  of  the 
caufe  and  confequence. 


The  attention  of  the  Reader  will  be  a 
little  halted  by  this  extraordinary  Com- 
mand, and  carrying  in  his  mind  the  recent 
events  of  Egypt,  will  be  apt  to  exclaim  : 
“ the  Turk  was  not  then  fo  very  far  out 
in  his  fufpicions  about  thefe  Franks,  and 
in  as  much  as  the  feverity  of  this  Command 
may  have  been  not  only  neceffary,  but 
efficient  to  the  purpofe  of  his  own  prefer  - 
vation,  the  ruin  which  was  .confequent 
upon  the  a<ftors  in  the  commerce  fo  horribly 
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anathamaed  by  it,  will  feem  by  the  event 
to  be  perfectly  juftified.” 

i 

So  it  would,  if  the  defigns  fo  attributed 
to  the  peaceable  and  innoffenfive  merchants 
had  been  flopt  by  the  execution  of  the 
Command ; but  the  events  prove  the  con- 
trary. The  fall  of  an  empire  is  to  be 
looked  for  in  the  defedts  of  its  government, 
not  in  the  defigns  of  fuch  as  perceive  their 
defedts.  The  fafety  of  an  empire  is  in  its 
ftrength,  not  in  menaces,  or  threats,  or 
perpetrations  of  violence  againfl  fuch  as, 
having  eyes,  cannot  tnifs  feeing  their  de- 
fedts. The  weaknefs  of  an  empire  is  in 
the  principle  of  its  government,  or  in  the 
bad  adminiftration  of  its  laws.  The  de- 
li ens  of  the  merchants  did  not  make  the 
weaknefs ; they  could  only  reprefent  it. 
To  fay  that  their  weaknefs  is  cured,  by  put- 
ting out  the  eyes  of  a few  beholders,  is 
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wcaknefs  to  cure  weaknefs — pitiful  indeed  ! 
An  empire  in  vigour  of  power  and  vigi- 
lance of  adminiftration,  can  have  nothing 

• - ■ . . i 

to  fear  from  the  defigns  of  merchants : a 
good  conftitution  will  guard  itfelf  from 
defigns.  It  may  be  good  policy  to  let  in 
our  neighbours  to  obferve  us;  to  obferve  our 
ftrength  and  vigilance  of  adminiftration  : it 
may  awe  their  attempts.  It  may  be  good 
policy  to  keep  alive  a jealoufy  of  our  neigh- 
bours, by  calling  them  in  to  obferve  us. 
If  we  are  afraid  to  be  obferved,  I ftiould 
dread  more  from  our  intrinfic  malady  than 
from  any  attempt  of  an  external  enemy  upon 
our  ftrength, 

’ t **  4 't 

% 

It  is  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  a popu- 
lar government ; I mean  to  fay  of  our  own 
government,  which  is  popular  to  the  full 

effed  of  every  good  purpofe,  to  publilh  its 

* • # . « > > ' 

ftrength  and  condition  to  the  world.  Let 

i 

our  enemy  know  it : that  we  knowing  our 
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fecurity,  may  confide  in  it ; or  knowing 
our  danger,  may  concur  in  the  neceffity  of 
arming  again  ft  it.  He  is  a dangerous  mini- 
fter  who  would  conceal  our  weaknefs  from 
us.  There  can  be  no  fecurity  in  decep- 
tion. Nothing  is  fo  dangerous  as  a fenfe  of 
fecurity,  where  there  is  weaknefs  under- 
neath, 

Thefe  were  the  drawings  I took  from 
very  curfory  obfervations,  but  on  ftrong 
and  prominent  features  of  the  Turkifh 
power  at  various  times  and  feafons,  begin- 
ning in  the  year  176°*  until  the  execution 
of  this  Command.  I concluded  as  I faw 
a man  confumptive,  that  he  would  finally 
die  of  his  confumption.  If  I faw  his 
eftate  negledted,  and  the  fences  wafting 
away,  I would  fay,  the  pigs  will  get  into 
this  eftate.  I may  have  reprefented  this 
weaknefs,  but  I did  not  make  it.  I faw 
From  my  vifits  into  Egypt,  that  the  fitua- 
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tion  was  pregnant  of  infinite  advantage 
to  England,  both  as  to  commercial  and 
political  defign.  I meant  no  more,  indeed, 
than  commerce ; but  I faw  that  that  com- 
merce would  fubferve  to  great  political 
defigns. 

9 

I profecuted  my  fcheme,  and  offered  by 
letter,  in  1775,  to  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, to  ferve  their  interefts  in  the  event  of 
a fudden  war,  by  apprifing  their  fettle- 
ments ; and  I executed  my  propofition. 
The  French  have  been  twice  expelled  from 
India,  in  lefs  than  three  months  after  the 
declaration  of  the  war,  by  an  effect  of  my 
advices  from  Egypt.  Perhaps,  as  a con- 
fequenceof  thefe  exertions,  I may  have  been 
a principal  in  producing  the  late  events  in 
Egypt./ 

The  French  were  very  fore  at  the  effedl 
of  my  defpatches  from  Egypt.  It  was 
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treating  them  with  an  alacrity  which  ratlicr 
furpriied  them.  They  began  to  examine 
what  Egypt  might  be  worth  to  France. 

I had  feen  it,  and  were  the  French  not  to 

i 

fee  it?  They  fent  Commandant  de  Tru- 
guet,  in  1785,  to  conclude  a treaty  with 
the  Beys  of  Egypt : he  fucceeded.  Upon 

•Tiis  return  to  Paris,  the  French  were  fo 
captivated  by  his  report  as  to  meditate  the 
conqued:  of  Egypt. 

<J  . rU  . * 

Government  was  informed  of  thefe  things : 
they  fcnt  for  me.  I had  been  in  England 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1781 ; plun- 
dered by  the  execution  of  that  damnable 
Command  ; plundered  afterwards,  on  the 
plains  of  Antioch,  by  thieves ; fliot  through 
the  right  arm,  deftitute,  and  petitioning 
for  jufhice.  I received  a fummon  from 
Mr.  Dundas  to  Attend  the  India  Board,  and 
I attended.  Mr.  Dundas  informed  me  of 
the  intelligence  which  had  been  rcceived5 
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and  afked  me  what  I thought  of  it.  I an- 
fwered,  that  I thought  much  of  it ; and  fo 
difcuffing  the  queftion  for  fome  time,  he 
concluded  with  defiring  that  I would  take 
.the  matter  into  my  ferious  confederation, 
and  view  it  in  all  its  bearings : to  fay,  6i  as  to 
its  geographical  relations  ; as  to  its  intrinfic 
and  extrinfic  refources ; as  to  its  means  of 
defence;  as  to  its  importance  to  France; 
as  to  its  danger  to  England,  See.  Sec.  See. ; 
and  to  draw  up,  and  prefent  to  the  Board, 
a Memorial  thereupon. 

This  injun&ion  from  Mr.  Dundas,  pro- 
duced the  Memorial  prefented  to  the  Reader 

i 

at  the  head  of  thefe  Hiftorical  Recollections, 
entitled  Speculations  on  the  Situation  and  Re- 
fources of  Egypt : and  on  which  his  -Ma- 
jefty’s  Minifters  were  induced  to  advife  his 
Majefty  to  fend  a ConfuUGeneral  to  Egypt ; 
and  nominally  recommending  the  Writer  as 
fit  to  be  entrufted  with  the  buiinefsof  obferv- 
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ing,  from  that  pohtion,  the  motions  of  the 
French,  and  of  keeping  our  fettlements  in 
India  advifed  for  their  better  fecurity  and 
government. 

I was  foon  after  honoured  with  his 
Majefty  s commiffion  and  command  to  re- 
pair to  my  port;  and  on  the  1 8th  of  De- 
cember 1786,  I had  entered  on  the  func- 
tions of  my  office  at  Alexandria. 

Gazee  Haffian  Paffia,  High  Admiral  of 
the  Porte,  commanding  an  army,  was  at 
Cairo,  purpofely  fent  by  his  Sublime  High- 
nefs  the  Grand  Senior,  to  chaftife  the  excef- 
five  infolence  and  tyranny  of  the  Mamaluks 
towards  the  Franks ; who,  oppreffed  by 
fome  peculiar  enormity,  had  united  in  one 
common  complaint  to  obtain  ‘redrefs  or  bet- 
ter protection  for  the  future. 

■\  ' 1 ; J , ■ 

I considered  this  circumitance  as  in- 
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volving  higher  confequences  j and  the  let- 
ters are  extant  in  which  I obferved  upon 
this  occafion — That  knowing  how  much 
the  fate  of  empires  depends  on  the  charac- 
ter and  energies  of  particular  men  that 
knowing  how  effentially  the  Turkifh  empire 
was  upheld  by  the  countenance  of  this  par- 
ticular man,  I was  apprehenllve  that  fome 
neighbouring  power  might  take  advantage 
of  his  abfence  and  great  diftance  from  the 
capital  to  revive  their  grievances ; and  en- 
gaged as  he  was  in  an  enterprife  which 
might  put  his  famed  invincibility  to  hazard, 
rekindle  a war  which,  without  great  and 
powerful  aid  from  friends,  might  bring  the 
already  enfeebled  exigence  of  the  Turkifh 
empire  into  danger  of  total  diflbluticn. 

• * ♦ 

And  that  this  war  did  arife  from  thefe 

confiderations  is  known : and  that  En°-- 
land  came  forward  with  her  aid,  effectually 
to  fave  the  Turkifh  empire  from  immediate 
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ruin.  But  oppofed  ; but  wanting  the  force 
and  erf  eft  of  popular  opinion,  fo  neceffiary 
in  a government  like  ours,  was  compelled 
to  abandon  our  plan ; and  falling  fo  far 
fhort  or  trie  full  extent  and  operation  of  our 
policy,  could  accomplish  no  more ; could 
only  put  off  the  evil  day. 

Gazee  Haflan  Pafha  was  recalled  from 
Egypt,  to  take  the  command  and  direction 
of  the  war  againft  the  Ruffians.  He 
fighed,  as  I faw  him  upon  taking  leave, 
and  faid — Conful,  I am  difgraced  ! He  died 
in  his  camp. 

I was  obferving,  as  the  time  revolved, 
the  revolutions  it  brought  in  its  career.  I 
faw  the  diforders  and  convuliions  of  France 
tending  to  the  confequenccs  we  have  feen. 
I was  attentive  to  the  impending  moment 
of  unavoidable  war.  It  happened,  and  I 
conveyed  the  account  of  it  fo  early  to  India 
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as  to  enable  the  Governor  General  (as  he 
profefles  candidly  to  have  done  upon  the 
credit  of  my  report)  to  expel  the  French 
from  India,  and  to  decide  the  fate  of  the 

. t 

war  in  that  country  a fecond  time,  to  the 
great  honour  and  incalculable  advantage  of 
England. 

« ' > . , 

In  1796,  I was  apprifed  of  the  depart 
ture  of  the  Dutch  fquadron  from  the  Texel, 
bound,  with  troops,  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ; and  I had  the  good  fortune  to  tranf- 
mit  this  intelligence  to  Admiral  Elphin- 
ffcone  to  India,  in  time  to  enable  the  fqua- 
dron to  return  to  the  Cape,  and  to  capture 
the  Dutch  fquadron,  and  to  fave  that  valu- 
able conquefl  to  our  country. 

» 4 \ 

In  1796,  I had  to  counteract  a publick 
million  entrufted  to  the  agency  of  TinviJle, 
brother  to  the  notorious  Public  Accufer, 
Tinville,  who  W2S  arrived  in  Cairo  exprefsly 
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to  inveigle  the  Beys  of  Egypt  into  the 
defigns  of  the  French,  and  particularly  to 
obtain  coofent  to  their  projedt  of  palling 

a 

an  army  through  Egypt,  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
by  the  Red  Sea,  in  order  to  strengthen 
Tippoo,  and  finally  to  annihilate  the  Bri- 
tish dominion  in  the  Eaft  Indies  : and  I 
did  counteract  it.  Tinville  is  known  to 
have  faid,  upon  his  return  to  Alexandria 
difappointed,  “ Ils  ne  nous  veulent  pas  de 
2re,  ils  nous  aurons'de  force.’'  “ Mais, 
comment  ferez  vous  pour  embarquer  vos 

troupes  fur  la  Mer  Rouge  ?”  “ Nous  y 

♦ ♦ . 

tranfporterons  des  vaiffeaux  en  charpente.” 
It  appeared  here,  that  the  Republicans  were 
bent  at  this  time  upon  the  invafion  of 
Egypt.  Perhaps  the  term  of  pafii ng  to 
India,  was  only  a pretext  to  get  eafier  pof- 
feiiion  of  Egypt,  as  a prelude  to  the  reft. 
One  would  not  think  that  this  was  a time 
to  withdraw  our  attention  from'  Egypt ; to 
abolifh  even  the  office  which  was  appointed 


PREFACE. 


31 


efpecially  to  watch  over  this  their  fo  long 
precognized  defign  ! 

\ 

It  is,  however,  true,  that  about  this 
time  I received  an  official  letter,  informing 
me,  that  his  Majefty,  even  four  years 
before,  had  been  advifed,  that  the  Office  of 
Conful  in  Egypt  was  become  unneceffiary, 
and  that  of  courfe  the  office  from  that  time 
had  been  abolished. 

The  Reader  will  rather  fufpedt,  from 
the  improbability  of  the  thing,  that  the 
letter  mull  have  been  a forgery ; fo  incon- 
fiflent  was  it  with  the  real  exigency  of  ths 
cafe ; the  world  will  hardly  believe  it ; 
I do  not  poffiefs  the  letter  to  prove  it  $ but 
true  it  is,  fuch  a letter  came  ; and  that  its 
effects  were  to  deprefs  me  to  fuch  a degree, 
as  to  bereave  me  of  my  flrength,  and  of 
every  faculty  to  attend  to  any  earthly  con- 
cern. I was  advifed  to  embark  for  another 
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climate.  I left  all  my  property  of  every 
kind  behind  me:  I failed  on  the  14th  of 
March  1798,  and  on  the  19th  was  landed 
happily  on  the  Ifland  of  Patmos,  in  the 
Grotto  of  the  Revelations. 

The  Reader  is  informed  how  foon  after 
Nelfon  appeared  off  Alexandria  in  fearch  of 
the  French ; how  he  miffed  them ; how 
Bonaparte  uninterruptedly  landed,  and  as 
inftantly  made  a conquefl  of  that  devoted 
country.  He  is  now  informed  how  I 
miffed  them  ! Shall  not  I thank  the  author 
of  that  letter  which  made  me  fick,  for 
being  the  caufe  of  my  eluding  them  ? I 
do  thank  the  Author  of  all  Being  for 
every  event  of  my  life ! Do  we  know 
by  what  fecret  laws  the  world  is  go- 
verned 2 Nous  reculons  pour  mieux  fau- 
ter ! 


From  Patmos,  I went  to  Chifme.  The 
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Reader'  will  remember  Chifme,  for  being 

/ 

the  fepulchre  of  the  Turkifh  fleet!  I was 
detained  here  five  and  twenty  days.  The 
Greeks  would  come  round  me  every  night, 
and  dance  the  Carmagnole.  The  Turks 
were  all  contaminated : they  would  beg 
God’s  blefiing  on  the  arms  of  Pafwan 
Oglu,  the  rebel  : they  were  tired  of 

their  condition,  they  faid ; it  was  time  to 

/ 

be  men. 

I went  on  to  Triefle.  I would  have 
gone  on  to  England ; but  hearing  here  of 
the  invafion  of  Egypt,  and  the  confifca- 
tion  of  all  my  property,  I could  not  meet 

the  expence  of  England  without  inconve- 

/ * „ / , 

nience.  I refolved,  therefore,  to  retire  from 
fociety  into  a corner  of  Italy,  and  to  wait 

for  a turn  in  the  tide  of  affairs.  I took 

% 

my  route  by  Vienna ; and  here,  difcourfing 
with  the  Baron  de  Thugut,  who  from  a 
very  old  date,  has  honoured  me  with  his 

D 
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efceem,  I explained  to  him  the  precipice 
to  which  the  very  throne  of  Confbmtino- 
ple  was  expofed  in  the  danger  of  Acri. 
The  Publick  is  not  aware,  perhaps,  of  the 
extent  of  that  danger,  and  of  the  fervice 
done  to  their  country  by  the  gallant  hand- 
ful of  men  who  defended  that  placfc,  and 
forced  the  flower  of  France  to  retreat.  He 
faw  and  underftood  the  danger,  and  ap- 
plauded my  conception  and  obfervation  of 
thefe  things  : he  faw  in  the  reprefentation 
of  this  danger  realized  to  his  mind,  another 
train  of  dangers  rolling,  and  accumulating 
as  they  roll  along,  more  ferious  to  the  caufe 
of  order  and  of  government  than  any  thing 
before  attempted.  Bonaparte  alluded  to  it 
upon  his  return  to  France,  when  addrefling 
the  Council  from  his  ufurped  throne.  He 
faid  to  them,  “ Now  beginneth  the  asra  of 
revolutions  •/'  making  light,  in  comparifon 
of  what  he  had  to  do,  of  all  that  had  been 
done  before.  It  was  by  this  unbounded  ' 
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difplay  of  enterprife,  of  vidlory,  of  con- 
queft,  that  he  won  the  army  to  his  caufe. 
Mr.  de  Thugut  appeared  to  me  to  have 
confidered  it  with  attention;  he  appeared 

t 

to  me  to  have  underflood  it  in  its  magni- 
tude; he  appears  to  me  to  have  adapted 
himfelf  to  the  policy  which  it  impofed! 

I left  Vienna  to  proceed  to  my  retirement. 
I arrived  in  Tufcany  foon  after  the  Battle  of 
the  Trebia  ; and  found  to  lodge  myfelf  in  a 
palace  elegantly  furnifhed,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Florence,  at  the  low  price  of  20]. 

% 

a year.  I could  be  refigned  to  this  fate, 
fince  the  owner  of  the  palace  had  to  refign 
himfelf  to  worfe.  I clothed  myfelf,  amid 

V 

this  fplendour,  in  perfect  humility  : I would 
have  clothed  myfelf  in  peace,  but  the  din 
of  war  was  all  around  me.  Mantua,  Tor- 
tona,  Alexandria,  Coni,  Genoa ; and  the 
hidden  reverfe  of  all  this,  obtained  at  one 
blow,  by  the  battle  of  Marengo.  Won- 
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derful  in  the  hiftory  of  events  ! Obtained 
by  the  fingular  valour  of  d’Eflaix  : d’Ef- 

faix,  releafed  by  the  convention  of  el  Arifti, 

/ 

made  captive  by  the  cruizers  of  Lord  Keith, 
is  a prifoner  in  the  Lazaretto  of  Leghorn 
when  Bonaparte  had  defcended  the  Alps, 
is  releafed  juft  in  time  to  join  the  army,  to 
receive  his  commiffion,  and  to  conquer ; 
for  it  was  d’Eflaix  who  recovered  the  palm  ! 
it  was  d’Eflaix  who  conquered  at  Ma- 
rengo ! . ’ 

✓ 

This  was  the  only  fruit  of  the  conven- 
tion of  el  Arifli  : he  gave  his  life  for  his 
victory.  And  what  is  memorable,  he  fell 
in  the  fame  hour  of  time  that  Kleber  was 
aflafiinated  in  Egypt.  I do  not  dwell  upon 
this  curious  combination  of  events. 

This  battle  of  Marengo  difturbed  me 

again  from  my  folitude.  I faw  its  confe- 

• \ 

quenccs,  and  retreated  to  the  neighbour- 
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hood  of  Leghorn.  It  was  my  lot  to  be 
iurprifed  foon  after  by  the  arrival  of  a party 
of  Republicans  in  the  city  and  I had  juft 
time  to  lave  myfelf  on  board  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  frigate  Santa  Dorothea,  with  little  more 
than  a change  of  linen  in  my  wallet. 
Captain  Downman  received  me,  as  he  did 
every  body  in  the  fame  fituation,  with  great 
affability  and  kindnefs.  The  Duke  d’Aofto, 

i 

with  his  family  and  fuite,  had  occupied  the 
cabin,  and  Captain  Downman  himielf  was ' 
intermixed  with  the  crowd  of  fugitives  in 
the  ward-room,  chearfully  adapting  him- 
felf  to  the  fe verity  of  the  cafe.  I take  a 
pride  in  mentioning  his  friendly  and  gene- 
rous condudt  to  all  his  vilitors,  upon  this 

* 

difagreeable  occafion. 

/ 

, % 

After  cruiling  about  for  a fortnight 
with  the  Santa  Dorothea,  I was  at  length  - 

• V 

landed  at  Naples.  But  Naples  did  not 
feem  to  afford  any  better  fecurity  from  the 
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vi Station  of  the  common  perturbator  of 
mankind,  than  the  country  we  had  fled 
from.  The  populace,  however,  were  dif- 
poftd  to  defend  their  rights ; they  only 
wanted  an  Englifh  force  to  fupport  them  : 
they  appeared  to  expedt  it  with  confidence  : 
they  were  only  undeceived  upon  the  arrival 
of  a cutter,  with  letters  from  the  Comman- 
ders in  Chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  telling 
* 

me  that  they  were  going  on  an  expedition  to 
Egypt,  and  deeming  the  knowledge  and 
experience  I might  poflfefs  of  that  country, 
eflential  to  the  publick  fervice,  they  re- 
queued that  I fhould  join  them  at  Malta. 

N * 

Shall  I make  a merit  of  my  readinefs 

\ 

to  embark  upon  fuch  an  - invitation  ? or 
{hall  I not  rather  fay — What  anfwer  could 
an  honed  Englishman,  and  a faithful  fub- 
jedt,  make  to  fo  honourable  a call  —to  fo 
honourable  a diftindtion—  but,  command  ! 
I will  Shew  the  way  ? 
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Here  I enter  upon  my  campaign.  The 
Reader  will  perufe,  at  all  events,  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  effufions  of  an  arduous  and 
patriotic  turn  of  mind  : he  will  fee  that  I 

\ 0 

had  calculated  upon  the  invaflon  of  Egypt 
flxteen  years  ago,  as  much  from  the  ordi- 
nary fluctuations  in  the  tide  of  Power,  as 
from  the  natural  avidity  of  power  in  the 
bofoms  of  men.  As  the  tide  ebbs  on  one 
tide,  it  mu  ft  neceflarily  flow  on  the  other. 
I conflder  Egypt  as  conquered  by  the. arms 
of  England.  I have  attempted  to  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  brave  foldiers  who  conquered  it. 
It  is  a queftion  now,  whether  we  fhould 
keep  it  ? That  we  fhould  keep  it,  appears 
to  me  to  be  a matter  of  necefiity  : that  we 
ought  to  keep  it,  is  to  be  feen  in  its  worth ; 
in  its  importance  to  the  commerce ; and  in 
that,  to  all  the  other  interefls  of  the  date. 
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SPECULATIONS 
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i 

CHAP.  I. 

\ 

(i  AS  TO  ITS  SITUATION  RELATIVE  TO  OTHER 
PARTS  OP  THE  GLOBE  !” 

Egypt  communicates  with  the  coafls  of 
Syria,  Caramania,  Natolia,  and  the  coafls  of 
the  Black  Sea ; with  the  coafls  of  Greece,  of 
Italy,  and  France  ; with  the  coafls  of  Spain, 
the  northern  coafl  of  Africa,  and  all  the 
iflands  of  the  Mediterranean,  in  a fpace  of 
twenty  days : it  communicates  with  the 
coafls  of  Arabia  Felix,  of  the  gulphs  of 
Perlia  and  Bengal,  the  Eaflern  coafls  of 
Africa,  Madagafcar,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  in  forty  days;  with  the  coafls  of 
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Sumatra,  Java,  Japan,  and  China;  the 
Philippines,  the  coafts  of  Brazil,  and  great 
part  of  America ; with  all  the  interior  parts 
of  Afia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  in  ninety 
days : it  approaches  England  to  her  pof- 
feffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  a communi- 
cation of  fixty  days ; and  in  one  hundred 
days  may  fend  her  tidings  to  the  farthefl 
corners  of  the  earth. 

Thefe  things  are  not  merely  poffible, 
but  from  natural  caufes,  providentially  and 
periodically  revolving,  often  practicable  and 
certain. 
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CIIAP.  II. 


c£  AS  TO  ITS  COMMERCE.” 


Having  enumerated  with  what  won- 
derful celerity  Egypt,  by  reafon  of  its 
favoured  pofition,  can  communicate  with 

/ • ruju-i 

every  other  country  of  the  globe,  1 may 
reafonably  take  this  advantage  likewife  to 
the  account  of  its  commerce ; for  what 
advantages  do  not  derive  to  commerce  from 
brevity  and  expedition  ? But  Egypt  has 
other  advantages  as  important  as  thefe  • die 
has  the  fame  facility  of  intercourfe  inter- 
nally, and  can  convey  her  produce  and  im- 
portations to  every  town  and  village  in  th 
country  with  equal  promptitude  and  eafe. 
The  Nile  provides  for  this  ; but  Egypt  has 
a more  effential  obligation  to  the  Nile. 


e 
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CHAP.  III. 

AS  TO  ITS  PRODUCTIONS,  AND  COMMERCIAL 
RESOURCES.” 

We  RE  it  needful,  I could  enter  into 
a detail  of  the  various  produdions  of  Egypt; 
but  fufficient  for  the  prefent  purpofe  may 
be  to  aver  from  obfervation  of  my  own, 
that  having  fupplied  her  natural  wants, 
fhe  can  fend  annually  a thoufand  Chips 
abroad  with  her  fuperlluous  produdions. 

r 

She  is  the  magazine  of  all  the  trade  of 
Yemen  ; the  mart  for  all  the  coffee  and 
rich  gums  of  that  proud  territory  : die  is 
the  magazine  to  all  tne  intend  paits  of 
Africa,  producing  gold  duu,  ivory,  fenna, 
drugs : fhe  is  the  retort  of  all  the  tiadeis 
of  the  world ; it  feems  a common  centre  of 
^ univerfal  commerce.:  the  coin  of  all  the 
world  is  current  here. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

<e  AS  TO  ITS  GOVERNMENT.” 

I AM  puzzled  to  define  its  goverment : 
who  has  ever  defined  it  ? It  is  neither  a 
dependent  nor  independent  ftate ; yet  is 
nominally  fiibjedt  to  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
and  virtually  independent.  I muff  attempt 
the  hiftory  of  it. 

* 

Egypt  was  originally  fubjed  to  the 
Caliphs ; upon  the  declenfion  of  their 
power,  the  Mamaluks,  their  (laves,  ufurped 
upon  their  mafters,  and  governed  for  them- 
felves. 

t 

\ 

Sultan  Selim,  about  two  hundred  years 
ago,  conquered  it  from  the  Mamaluks,  and 

gave  them  the  government  they  at  prefent 
enjoy. 


i 
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It  is  a mixed  government.  It  is  com- 
pofed  of  four  and  twenty  Beys,  of  which 
number  a Paiha,  appointed  by  the  Sultan, 
counts  for  two ; his  kaya,  or  deputy,  one ; 
and  the  remainder  are  made  up  from  the 
body  of  Mamaluks. 

/ ' \ 

The  Pa£ha  is  merely  the  reprefentative 

of  the  Sultan  ; the  mere  pageant  of  autho- 
rity, His  power  extends  to  none  of  the 
executive  functions  of  the  ftate.  The  real 
adlive  adminiftration  of  public  affairs  is 
vefied  with  the  Beys.  One  among  them  is 
denominated  Sheck  Bellad,  or  chief  of  the 

, i 

country  \ and  he  appoints  to  all  the  other 
offices  of  the  ftate.  The  Paflia  has  no 
more  to  do  than  confer  the  fandtion  of  legal 
inveftiture  upon  fuch  as  are  prefcnted  to 
him  by  the  Beys.  He  exadts  a fettled 
annual  tribute,  as  the  fign  of  their  fealty 
and  fubjedtion,  and  fhould  remain  other- 
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wile  a pafiive  member  of  the  conftitu- 

v 

tion. 

s 

So  great  was  the  Sultan’s  averfion  from 
any  thing  like  a pretenfion  to  power  in  his 
Pafha,  that  upon  any  account  whatever, 
without  even  the  obligation  of  affigning  a 
reafon,  the  Beys  are  conftitutionally  autho- 
rifed  to  depofe  him,  and  as  often  as  they 
fhall  think  fit  fo  to  do. 

I 

. f 

What  the  policy  was  of  this  firange 
unequal  distribution  of  power  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Egypt,  and  why  Sultan 
Selim  fhould  conftrud:  it  fo  differently  from 
that  of  the  other  conquered  provinces,  is 
matter  of  curious  fpeculation. 

But  not  difficult  to  explain,  if  judginp* 
of  caufes  from  effects,  we  may  legitimately 
affign  that  for  the  principle,  which  is  in- 
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variably  vindicated  through  a long  lucceffion 

of  events. 

% 

Selim  had  to  guard  again  ft  too  dange- 
rous an  aptitude  in  the  natural  and  intrin- 
fic  refources  of  Egypt  to  declare  for  her- 
felf : he  knew  the  defects  of  arbitrary 

government : the  nature  of  delegated  au- 
thority, even  in  Turkey,  partakes  cf  the 
fupreme  too  much  to  be  injuaicioufty 
trailed ; and  Egypt  is  an  empire  of  itfelf. 
He,  therefore,  fufficiehtly  fettered  the  am- 
bition of  his  Paiha. 

But  in  doing  this,  did  he  not  court 
the  other  extreme  ? did  he  not  arm  the  ref- 

i * / . , 

tive  fpirit  of  the  Mamaluks  ? Let  us  con- 
fider  thefe  Mamaluks. 

The  Mamaluks,  a fet  of  Lvineherds, 
vagabonds,  any  thing;  kidnapped  in  the 
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mountains  of  Mingrelia,  Circaffia,  Geor- 
gia, and  brought  young  into  Egypt  ; fold, 
circumcifed,  and  trained  to  the  career  of 
glory;  their  road  to  honour,  apoftacy;  their 
title  to  power,  affaffination  and  a contempt 
of  death  : no  liability,  no  order,  no  cha- 
racter among  them,  but  a conflant  third: 
and  jealoufy  of  command. 

Then  I anfwer,  a power  fo  placed 
controuls  itfelf.  But  to  counteract,  more 
effectually,  the  poffible  ambition  of  any 
more  afpiring  and  refolute  among  the  Ma- 
maluks,  the  Pafha  has  an  extraordinary 
interefl  given  to  him  in  every  new  creation 
of  Beys ; and  is,  confequently,  for  ever 
ufing  fuch  means  to  promote  that  fpirit  of 
dilfenfion  and  revolt  among  them,  as  is  fure 
to  obtain  this  end.  Hence  the  perpetual 
commotions  in  the  government  of  Egypt ; 
hence  the  divifions  amongfl  the  Beys ; hence 
the  alternate  prevalence  of  parties ; hence 


\ 
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the  continual  fluctuation  in  the  tide  of 

. .A  r* 

power ; hence  the  fecurity  and  affedtion  of 
the  Hate. 

...  - g-yry 

Ever  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  this  in-  ' 
congruous  government,  thefe  have  been  the 
invariable  effedts  of  it.  The  Pallia  inciting 
diforders  and  confpiracies  among  the  Beys ; 
the  Beys  expelling  the  Paffia  in  return,  and 
the  government  fubflfting  inviolate  in  the 
midft  of  it. 

The  revolt  of  Ali  Bey,  under  favour  of 
the  Ruffian  war  (1770)  may  indeed  be 
brought  again  ft  me  as  an  exception  ; but  I 
am  not  alarmed  for  my  principle  in  the 
contemplation  of  this  event : I take  it  as 
an  illuftration  of  my  text.  That  fame 
fpirit  v/hich  kindled  the  revolt;  which 
blew  it  into  fuch  a blaze;  of  itfelf  extin- 
guifhed  it.  No  power  was  fent  againft  the 
rebel ; no  external  force  was  employed ; it 
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was  done  by  that  conftitutional  felf-deftroy- 
ing  fpirit,  originally  defleminated  among 
them  by  the  wifdom  of  Selim’s  policy:  it 
was  that  ambition  common  to  every  Ma- 

i 

maluk  that  quelled  it ! Mehemed  Bey,  his 
creature,  his  favourite,  his  general,  growing 
too  great  for  reflraint,  deferted  his  mailer ; 

V‘i  ‘ 

oppofed  him ; flew  him ; and  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  Porte,  fent  offers  of  fub- 
mifiion ; reftored  the  conflitution  to  its 
bounds,  and  was  allowed  to  hold  the  reins 
while  he  lived,  as'  a reward  for  his  repen- 
tance. 


: 
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CHAP.  V. 

✓ 

“ AS  TO  ITS  MEANS  OF  CONQUEST.”  ' 

* * ’ > - r ( . *\| i T 

Relatively  to  the  countries  about 

it,  they  fhould  feem  omnipotent. 

When  Ali  Bey  threw  off  the  yoke,  he 
marched  to  Mecca,  and  fubdued  it.  He  . 
marched  to  Paleftine,  and  fubdued  it.  He 
inarched  to  Syria,  and  fubdued  Damafcus, 
Sydon,  and  Tripoly.  He  could  fay,  with 
Casfar,  <c  vent,  tvidii  vici”  Wherever  he 

i 

appeared,  they  fubmitted.  The  whole  em- 
pire was  in  a consternation.  Aleppo  had 
appointed  deputies  to  folicit  his  yoke. 

But  the  crifis  of  his  glory  had  paffed  ! 
his  own  forces  turned  againft  him,  and  he 
perished. 

girt  bewo  dI  1 ffnid  o)  btnucp 

What  were  thefe  victorious  armies  com- 
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pofed  of  ? Ten  thoufand  Mamaluks  on 
horfeback  ; two  or  three  thoufand  Saratches, 
or  foot  foldiers  ; and  a rabble  of  twenty 
thoufand  attendants. 


Egypt,  therefore,  convulfed,  as  we  have 
feen,  for  two  hundred  years,  by  an  hydra- 
headed government,  had  flill  refources  left 
to  fend  out  powerful  armies  to  conqueft : 
not  as  the  Goths  went  out,  to  feek  fub- 
fiftance  ; for  the  Egyptian  armies  were  fup- 
plied  from  Egypt ; but  to  add  dominion  to 
dominion. 

i • 

- fi'jw  Morl'v  -.irl  * 03? T'  . ■ 7;M'J 

Their  conquefts  fhould  argue  for  the 
martial  fpirit  of  the  people,  as  the  fup- 
plies  do  for  the  refources  of  the  coun- 
try: No  fuch  thing!  Ali  Bey  had  made^ 
himfelf  terrible  by  his  feverity  at*  home; 
and  as  he  marched  out,  nobody  was  pre- 
pared to  encounter  him.  He  owed  his 
conquefts  to  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the 

5 * 
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^ countries  he  aflailed  ; for  victories  he 
gained  none  ! How  could  he  ? he  was  not 
oppofed. 


K /• 
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CHAP.  VI. 

% , - • ^ i **.  r , i „ ^ t * % ri 

“ AS  TO  ITS  PRESENT  STATE,  AND,  APTIBI- 
LITY  OF  DEFENCE.” 

MeHEMED  BEY,  who  had  fo  en- 
riched  himfelf  by  the  conquers  he  had 
made  for  his  matter,’ Ali  Bey,  as  to  ac- 
quire the  furname  of  Father  Gold  (Abou- 
dahab)  began  to  wifh  for  an  eafier  fituation  ; 
and  to  accomplilh  it,  thought  of  purchafino’ 
his  peace  of  the  Porte  by  the  facrifice  of  his 
mailer  and  his  conqueils,  and  by  reiloring 
^s  former  nominal  allegiance. 
He  did  it  in  fadl,  and  was  fo  much  cre- 
dited for  his  fmcerity,  as  at  once  to  gain 
the  inveiliture  of  Sheck  Bellad,  and  the 

dignity  of  Paiha  of  Egypt,  confirmed  in 

$ 

his  own  perfon  : a circumilance  never  be- 
fore known,  and  uniting  in  him  a more 
dangerous  power,  becaufe  authorifed,  than 
ever  Ali  Bey  had  ufurped.  His  reign  was. 
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however,  fhort ; and  ended  in  a phenome- 
non : — He  died  in  his  bed, 

\ 

It  happened  in  the  year  1775,  and  I 
introduce  this  account  of  it,  becaufe  it  leads 
to  fome  little  hiftory  of  the  military  at- 
chievements  of  the  Mamaluks  which  have 
fallen  under  my  immediate  obfervation. 

Mehemed  Bey  died  in  an  expedition 
againfl  Daher  el  Omer,  an  Arab  Sheck  ; 
and,  in  defiance  of  the  Porte,  many  years 
abfolute  mailer  of  Acri  and  Palelline. 
His  army  difperfed  the  inflant  of  his 
death,  and  fled  like  defeated  vagabonds  to 
Cairo. 

•uid)  mwte  zsd  ftiftnoo odT  .?nnlq  wdi 

The  government  of  Egypt  was  feized 
*on  by  the  locum  tenens,  Ibrahim  Bey ; but 
the  other  Beys  who  had  accompanied  the 
army,  were  determined  to  difpute  his  title 
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They  divided  into  fadtions,  and  every 

0 1 

fadtion  has  prevailed  in  its  turn  : I have 
been  witnefs  to  five  revolutions  in  four 
years. 

Some  have  been  efledted  by  a fingle 
treacherous  blow : all  were  attempted  by 
aflafli  nation ; and  fuch  as  failed  fent  the 
parties  to  the  field.  Thefe  are  the  only 
infiances  I know  of  their  feats  of  arms. 
The  conteft  is  confined  to  the  divided  Ma- 
maluks,  but  thefe  draw  after  them  their 
ulual  rabble  of  attendants.  The  antago- 
nifis  take  pofitions  for  opportunities  of  ad- 
vantage, and  are  never  fudden  in  their 
refolutions.  They  take  good  time  to  digeft 
their  plans.  The  conflidt  has  always  fum- 
med  up  in  a defertion  from  the  weakefi 
fide  to  the  firongeft,  and  then  the  deferted 
party  flies.  The  others  purfue,  but  as  all 
the  ardour  is  foremoft  with  the  fugitives, 
the  number  of  flain,  where  fometimes  thirty 
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thoufand  men  have  been  engaged,  has  never 
exceeded  feven — feven  unfortunate  men  ! 


What  mult  the  foldiers  be  who  fight 

•/' 

fuch  battles  ? What  the  people  who  fhb- 
mit  to  fuch  a government  ? What  the 
country  that  can  flourifii  under  fuch  op- 
prefiion  ? Soldiers  without  difcipline,  and 
bred  in  flavery  ! A government  that  is  the 
reward  of  the  boldefi:  alfaflin ! A people 

. * . * • ...  v ’ i- 

refigned  to  fiavery  from  invincible  habit, 
A country  fending  annually  a thoufand 
flips  abroad  with  its  fuperfluous  produc- 
tions. Accefiible  on  all  lides,  yet  capa- 

i 

ble  of  defence  againft  the  moft  powerful 
affailant. 


Egypt  is  accefiible  on  all  fides,  becaule 
of  the  ignorance  and  want  of  difcipline  in 
its  prefent  pofieffors.  All  the  avenues  to 
it  are  open  and  unguarded. 

-4 . fbiVv..-  I-./  *JKnbc  doitiv 
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Alexandria  has  two  ports.  The  old 
port,  which  is  fafe,  and  can  contain  as 
many  fhips  as  the  greateff  power  can  fend 
againff  it ; and  the  New  Port,  which  is 
unfafe,  and  exceptionable  on  many  accounts. 
The  entrance  to  both  'is  from  the  wide 

f ” * r " r , m 

r • - • r - ■»  - r ‘ • 

fea,  offering  no  kind  of  fhelter,  or  hardly 
anchoring  ground  until  the  {hip  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  town.  Caftles  properly  dif- 
pofcd  to  guard  the  entrance  to  thefe  ports 
might  defy  all  the  powers  of  the  globe. 

fT ' \ f ' r ' ; ' * • • 

• / 

Aboukir  is  a fmall  port,  Eaff-North- 
Eaft  of  Alexandria,  of  nearly  the  fame 
defcription  in  point  of  approach.  The 
interval  along  the  coaff  is  rocky  and  dan- 
gerous. The  Roffetta  branch  of  the  Nile 
is  navigable  to  fmall  veflels,  but  none  of 
force  fufficient  to  cover  a landing  can  ap- 
proach it.  All  along  the  coaff  of  the 

Delta  is  fhoal  to  the  Damiata  branch, 

\ 

which  admits  of  veflels  of  greater  burthen, 
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but  not  of  a capacity  to  force  a footing 
againfl  any  well-diredted  refinance ; and 
further  along  the  coaft  to  JofFa  and  Acri 
is  worfe.  The  boundary  on  the  land  fide 
Eaftward,  is  a fandy  defart ; and  following 
the  line  which  feparates  this  defart  from  the 
fertile  land  of  Egypt,  quite  up  to  the  me- 
ridian of  Suez,  has  no  habitable  fpot  within 
an  army’s  march  of  twelve  days. 


At  Suez  we  are  vulnerable  to  a fleet ; 
but  Suez  is  feparated  from  the  inhaoited 

( \ * V , 

land  by  a defart  of  three  days’  march  ; and 
a fortification  calculated  to  defend  the  town 
and  watering-place  for  forty  days,  would 
defeat  the  befl:  efforts  of  an  enemy  ; no  fleet 
beino-  able  to  contain  ftore  of  water  for  an 

o 

army,  after  fo  long  a voyage,  that  would 
fupply  a longer  term  ; and  none  is  to  be 


found  near  cnou 
falple  need  of  it. 


gh  to  fupply  the  indifpen- 

' oi  noilff  fi  m/xf  1 £ 
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Purfuing  the  line  of  reparation  in  a 
parallel  with  the  Red  Sea,  running  South- 
ward quite  up  to  the  latitude  of  Coffir, 
there  is  no  poffible  accefs  by  fea ; and  Coffir, 
guarded  by  a fort,  would  equally  repel  all 
attacks  on  that  fide.  Not  a lingle  com- 
munication befides,  from  the  Red  Sea  to 
the  inhabited  land  of  Egypt,  all  the  way 
South  to  the  catarads ; and  above  them 
are  an  inoffenlive  race  of  people.  On  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Nile,  beyond  its  fer- 
tile margin,  all  the  way  down  to  the  Me- 
diterranean Sea,  are  the  great  defarts  of 
Lybia,  and  Barea.  This  lingular  and  in- 
valuable fituation  is,  from  the  defencelefs 
. it  is  in,  expofed  to  invafion  from 

the  weakefl  of  European  adventurers  : but 
a marffialed  power  in  poffeffion  of  it  might 
be  inexpugnable.  -The  adual  inhabitants 
would  form  to  difcipline,  as  the  Indians, 
and  be  in  a condition  to  contribute  to?!it$ 
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defence.  They  are  robuft  and  pliant,  in- 
ured to  fatigue,  and  very  indifferent  as  to 

f . 4 

their  condition  in  life. 


i 


f 
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CHAP.  VII. 

u AS  TO  THE  IMPORTANCE  OP  THIS  SITUA- 
TION TO  ENGLAND,  SIMPLY  IN  SUBSER- 
VIENCE TO  HER  POLITICAL  AND  COMMER- 
CIAL CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  INDIA.” 

r - V 

rp 

1 HESE  were  my  arguments  in  the  year 

1773,  anc^  I carried  them  into  execution. 

% 

' 1 , . . V 

A communication  with  India  by  the 
Red  Sea  may  be  eftablifhed,  which  in  its 
confequences  will  hatfe  this  operation  : It 
will  create  a call  for  the  manufactures  of 
Bengal  principally,  which  will  contribute 
to  the  profperity  of  that  country.  It  will, 
in  exchange,  fupply  them  with  a large 

1 • 

return  of  Specie,  the  finew  of  our  import- 
ance in  India.  It  will  deduCt  from  that 
of  the  French,  by  taking  away  the  founda- 
tion  of  their  trade.  It  will  afford  a channel 
of  expeditious  correfpondence,  which  is  the 

F 


66  historical  recollections 

foul  of  government,  between  England  and 
the  Eaft  Indies  ; and  in  the  event  of  a 

w*  V . • «*  * - * -*• 

fudden  war,  may  enable  us  to  conquer  our 
rivals,  and  add  their  poffeflions  to  our  own. 

V 

That  event  did  happen,  and  the  eita- 
blifhment  I formed  with  thefe  views,  was 

p 

the  vehicle  of  our  falvation  in'  India ; was 
the  vehicle  of  our  prefervation  in  the  Weft 
Indies ; was  the  inftrument  of  gaining  that 
only  equivalent  we  had  to  offer  in  our 

negociation  for  peace ; was  a circumftance 

\ ! ' * 

which  had  a confiderable  fhare  in  faving 
our  national  honour. 


Thefe  fhould  be  earnefts  of  its  future 

> * • ’*  /’* 

importance ; but  more  may  be  faid.  Very 
little  indeed  need  now  be  added,  to  prove 
the  communication  by  Egypt  to  be  a necef- 
fary  link  in  the  chain  of  our  connexion 
with  India.  It  will  appear  with  more 
effcdt,  in  a view  of  the  importance  of  this 


/ 
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Situation  to  France.  I forefee  that  the 
Sopic  is  replete  with  matter  of  arduous 
fpeculation. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

iS  AS  TO  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  EGYPT  TO 

FRANCE.” 


Be  FORE  the  fate  of  America  was  de- 
cided, I took  into  my  head  to  argue  thus — 
1780  ; — but  the  argument  was  not  without 
extraneous  provocation. 


“ Should  France  be  fenfible  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  adding  Egypt  to  her  dominions, 
and  were  tempted  to  try  the  conquefl  of 
it , fuppojing  her  triumphant  in  the  pre~ 

„ r 

fe.nt  contejl  upon  the  fea ; what  power  on 
earth  could  prevent  her  defigns  ?” 


But  the  queftion  being  yet  doubtful  as 
to  its  ilfue ; this  might  be  laid  : 44  Were 
France  to  make  the  bed:  ufe  of  her  prefent 
power,  her  plan  would  be  to  leave  Arne- 


JUti 


rica  'to  Her  fate  j to  preferve  her  prefent 
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naval  confideration  entire ; and  to  fecure 

, i 

the  neutrality  of  England  to  this  more 

I ‘f 

plaufible  deflgn.  It  will  bear  inveftiga- 
tion . 

• , ‘ 2.  - - ri  - - ; 

\ \ 

For  America  independent,  may  grow’  to 
be  a more  dangerous  enemy  to  France 
than  England  is : firft,  from  the  proxim- 

‘ ✓ i V • • r ' . • ■ “ 4 ' 

- * ■ • 

ity  of  her  power  to  the  French  iflands  ; 
and  next,  from  the  irreconcileable  prin- 
ciples of  American  policy,  with  the  known 
maxims  of  French  government. 

' • i ■ ' ' - ' 

• i * * *■ 

■ 

Becaufe  France  will  fecure,  without 

fighting,  what  all  her  efforts  have  never 

- • • 1 r * ' » ' 

obtained — to  fay,  (c  as  flrong  a fleet  as  Eng- 
land, and  a colony  more  than  adequate  to 
all  her  iflands,  and  all  her  profpedts  from 
American  connections.  ” 

-3  N ‘ ; »£J  M ..  m 8!  . V ' •€>  f 

Becaufe  the  commercial  interefts  of  Ene- 
land  and  France,  drawing  thence  to  oppo- 
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fite  points,  may  remove  the  ancient  bone  of 
contention. 

. . • • ■ • j'  : ;',0  V 

Becaufe  every  confideration  confpires  in 
iuch  a fyftem  to  aggrandize  the  power; 
increafe  the  wealth ; and  infure  the  tran- 
quillity of  France. 

v r wj  ;»n  * w ; * 

* *.  • . ^ 

^ j i 

The  navigation  is  fhort  and  fafe. 

> O ' - ' - 

1 - " 5 \ 

The  colony  fubjedt  neither  to  hurri- 
canes, ficknefs,  nor  earthquakes. 


No  rival  in  the  way  of  her  commercial 
operations. 

rh  . ^ i;>  ,-v. . r\;  '[)  ; ••  *f 


No  enemy  to  intercept  her  fuccours,  in 


cafe  of  alarm. 


1:  :3*!L‘ 


No  need  of  tranfporting  fubfiftanqe  to 

her  forces  when  there. 

voc'j- •••  a\  • radio 
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Were  all  this  to  be  obtained,  would 
hot  France  take  it  for  a doubtful  caufe  ? 
would  not  England  accede  to  it,  to  pur- 
chafe  her  defection  from  America  ? 

-*  . * • •r*  * • . 

The  idea  of  recovering  America  from 
an  adtual  uncertain  Rate  of  the  war,  would 
have  weight  with  England ; but  in  con- 
templation  of  her  Eaft  India  poffeffions,  and 
the  profpedt  of  danger  to  thefe  from  the 
growing  power  of  America,  in  any  future 
contention,  ought  to  difpofe  her  for  fuch 
an  accommodation.  France  would  have  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  refentment  of  Ame- 
rica, becaufe  it  mud:  be  the  intereft  of 
England  to  deprive  her  of  her  ftrength* 
The  acceflion  of  Egypt  to  France  might 
be  difarmed  of  its  danger  to  England,  by 
an  arrangement  which  fliould  lee u re  the 

4 i 

navigation  of  the  Red  Sea  exclusively  to 
England ; and  nature  has  concurred  to  every 
other  difquahfication.  The  independency 


2 


I 


/3  HISTORICAL  RECOLLECTIONS 
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.of  America,  or  even  an  unreflriCted  trade, 
which  has  already  been  offered  to  them,  are 
fraught  with  mifchiefs  to  the  interefts  of 
England  : I,  rather  than  grant  them,  would 
vow  perpetual  war  with  France. 

a 1 

% 

But  this  opportunity  is  gone;  at  the 
time  I now  write,  America  is  independent. 
Let  us  revert  to  our  text. 

The  importance  of  this  fituation  to 
France  is,  I think,  tranfcendantly  fhewn 
in  the  reflections  wTe  have  juft  read.  Eng- 
land  muff  now  look  with  a jealous  eye  to 
the  machinations  of  France. 


ft 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Ci  AS  TO  THE  CONQUEST  OP  EGYPT  BY 

PRANCE.” 

| t 

There  is  a long  preliminary  to  be  fet- 
tled before  this  can  be  attempted  with  any 

« * 

certainty  of1,  effedh  The  temptation  is, 
however,  paramount  to  all. 

When  I faid,  that  the  independency  of 

\ 

America,  or  even  an  unreftridted  trade  al- 
lowed to  them,  was  pregnant  with  mif- 
chiefs  to  England,  I confefs  that  I fuf- 
pedted  from  the  leafl  of  them  almoft 
unavoidable  perdition  to  our  fettlements  in 
the  Eafl  Indies.  The  effedt  of  the  former 

i 

I confidered  to  be  nearer  $ but  I looked  for 
the  fame  confequences,  more  remote  in  the 
profpedt,  even  from  the  latter  : I would 

i 

rather  have  vowed  perpetual  war  to  France. 
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Some  reafons  will  be  expected  from 
me,  I iuppofe,  for  this  inveterate  pre-elec- 
tion. 

» 

It  the  latter  may  be  vindicated  by  ar- 
gument, the  hr  ft,  of  courfe,  will  fpeak 
for  itfelf : I (hall  only  fpeak  to  the 
latter. 

Then,  I fay,  an  unreftritfted  trade  will 
admit  the  fhips  of  America  into  all  the 
ports  in  the  Eaft  Indies ; and  this  inter- 
courfe  with  our  fettlements  will  produce  the 
effedL  " ' ' - 

What  is  the  ftate  of  the  Englifh  pof- 
feftlons  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ? 

A country  almoft  equal  in  extent  to 
all  Europe,  and  richer  iq,  its  natural  re- 
fources. 
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/ 

. -An  - army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  men,  well  difciplined. 

• - * i 

A revenue  badly  adminiftered,  capable 
of  defraying  fuch  an  army ; of  defraying 
the  civil  government ; and  ftill  of  remit- 
ting millions,  fterling  annually  to  Eng- 
land. 

% 

At  a diftance  mocking  all  coercion. 

iiv  Iti-  V’  v \ • <- 

France  and  America  nearer  to  them  than 

England,  and  ever  anxious  to  favour  their 
defection. 

With  fuch  truths  to  revolve  in  minds 

j j ))  * 'f  J } , * 

already  complaining  of  the  arbitrary  exercife 
of  authority,  the  Americans  arrive  among 
them  free,  exulting,  broke  loofe-  from  all 
reftraints.  Need  any  thin^  be  added  ? 

...  ol 

But  I do  not  infift  upon  this,  as  a foie 
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and  indifpenfable  incentive:  it  has  a por- 
» • •• 
tentous  look,  no  doubt,  and  may  come  in 

as  a'caufe,  or  be  concomitant  to  the  effedt : 

,j\ 

I condrudt  my  motive  to  this  conqued  upon 
other  grounds. 

• *»*•••  i • - 

I ccndrudf  it  upon  the  degeneracy  and 
degradation  of  the  Turks;  upon  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Egyptians ; upon  the  common 
policy  of  empire  and  of  dates;  and  upon 
its  general  compatibility  with  the  views 
and  intereds  of  every  European  maritime 
date  encompafiing  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

f f . • . ' : , a 

i 

Thefe  confiderations  united,  (and  who 
dial!  fay  they  have  no  exidence  in  fadt  ?) 
The  oppodtion  of  England,  and  of  all  who 
may  be  difpofed  to  join  her,  will  fail  in 

their  bed  efforts  to  prevent  it. 

• * . * 

Mud  I fupport  my  proportions  by  ar- 
gument  ? Then  I appeal  to  the  date  of  the 
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Turkifh  empire;  an  empire  difmembered 
by  revolt ; defpoiled.of  revenue;-  having- 
no  refources ; their  military  fpirit  debafed  ; 
their  fleet  degraded ; their  power  a phan- 

t 

tom  ; their  government  decoding  under  its 
co.nAitutipnal  defeats.  . . . - 

b'.it-  ' • JK  - j,  ‘ . / 

' / 

t > ^ 

. • •'v*1  - - t ; r*  - - ' 

- And  is  it  fiill  for  me  to  prove  that  the 
nature  of  all  power  is  to  affert  itfelf;  to 

% V 

encroach  where  it  can  ? Then  appeal  to  the 
fate  of  Poland;  appeal  to  America;  ap- 
peal to  the  Crimea ; appeal  to  Holland  ; 
appeal  to  the  hiftory  of  the  world.  I be- 
lieve there  is  an  eflential  principle  in  the 
dodlrine  of  power : it  is  another  atmof- 
phere;  it  can  know  no  void;  it  rulhes  in 
upon  every  recefs ; it  is  dominion's  tide  ; its 
caufes  float  upon  the  paffions  and  diftem- 

i 

pers  of  men. 

In  this  view,  were  the  powers  of  Aus- 
tria, and  Ruflfa  to  prefs  in  upon  the  yield- 


78 


HISTORICAL  RECOLLECTIONS 


ing  provinces  of  the  Turk  ; France,  unable 
to  oppofe  them,  would  embrace  the  alter- 
native and  join  in  the  fpoil : Egypt  would 
be  the  natural  lot  of  France ; and  Ruffia 
and  Auftria,  elated  and  fated  with  the 
diyifion  of  the  reft,  applying  to  the  advan- 
tages contained  in  the  completion  of  thefe 
events,  confpire,  concert,  and  mutually 
abet  the  general  and  feparate  interefts  of  the 
whole. 

/ s 

i • • i . ^ 'V  ' ■ ** 

. . ■ i . . *■* 

I have  before  defcribed  the  defencdefs 
ftate  of  Egypt,  as  to  its  proper  refources ; 

s 

and  now,  the  protection  they  derived  from 
their  nominal  dependance  on  the  Porte,  is 
loft  in  the  extinction  of  that  power  itfelf. 
Who,  then,  is  to  reftft  the  powers  which 
may  aftail  her  ? 

• / • . 

If  Venice  is  to  recover  a portion  of  her 

i 

loft  ' commerce  and  eftates ; if  Spain,  and 
Genoa,  and  Malta,  allured  by  the  profpeft; 


i 


I 
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of  gain  to  themfelves,  from  the  confc-* 
quences  of  fuecefs  in  thefe  fchemes,  Ihould 
join  their  confederate  force  to  the  fleets  of 
France;  would  England  finglyoppofe  them? 
Or  who  is  to  opppfe  them  with  any 
effedt  ? 


[j  [n  <•  4'  . , . « } 

France,  in  poiTeflion  of  Egypt,  would 
poflfefs  the  mailer- key  to  all  the  trading 
nations  of  the  earth.  Enlightened,  as  the 

times  are,  in  the  general  arts  of  navigation 

/ 

and  commerce,  fhe  might  make  it  the  em- 
porium of  the  world  : fhe  might  make  it 


the  awe  of  the  Eaftern  world,  by  the  faci- 
lity fhe  would  command  of  tranfporting  her 
forces  thither,  by  furprife,  in  any' number, 
and  at  any  time  ;fand  England  would  hold 
her  poffeflions  in  India,  at  the  mercy  of 
France. -178  c. 
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LETTER  „ 

TO  THE 

i 

1 0 * 

RIGHT  HON.  HENRY  DUNDAS, 

. ON’E  OF 

His  majesty’s  principal  sf.cretaries  of  state, 

&c.  &c:  &c. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


SIR, 

r 

J HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
in  confequence  of  a letter  I received  yefler- 
day,  from  his  Excellency  Admiral  Lord 
Keith,  dated  Mahon,  November  18th,  tel- 
ling me  that  he  was  going  with  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby  on  an  expedition  to  a country 

where  my  knowledge  and  experience  might 

( 

be  of  essential  fervice  to  the  caufe,  and 

inviting  me  to  join  him  at  Malta,  I am 

• • * * 

going  this  day  to  embark  on  his  Majefty’s 

frigate  Greyhound,  commanded  by  Captain 

Ogle,  to  depart  immediately  for  that  def- 

G 
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tination,  and  flrall  be  the  happied  man  in 
the  world,  if  I can  contribute  one  atom 
only  to  the  attainment  of  the  defired 
end .. 


And,  Sir,  you  mud  permit  me  to  tell 
you,  that  I had  not  waited  to  receive  this, 
invitation  to  determine  me  to  go  upon  this 
fervice ; for  having  heard  that  the  expedi- 
tion was  expected  to  arrive  at  Malta  on  the 
way  to  Egypt,  I had  refolved  to  repair 
• thither  to  volunteer  my  bed  fervices,  think- 
ing that  they  might  be  ufeful  to  the  caufe; 
and  this  Mr.  Locke,  our  Conful  here,  can 
‘ attest.  I may  be  allowed  to  take  fome 
pride  to  nryfelf  for  this  anticipated,  unasked 
proof  of  unabated  zeal  for  the  King’s  fer- 
vice, and  in  a certain  title  it  will  give  me 
to  your  favour  and  approbation. 

-d  1.  • • f gngk  eoi^slifidsb  ”foX 

' , / 

Now,  with  regard  to  our  profpetf,  al- 
■ though  I am  fine  that  the  expedition  will 

O 
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\ 

be  crowned  with  fuccefs ; yet  the  obfta- 
cles  which  the  French  will  have  raifed  to 
it,  and  which  did  not  exift  when  they 
landed,  will  require  fome  length  of  time  to 

i 

be  overcome. 

• ; r f \ )il'4 

i • ♦ 

I cannot,  Sir;  in  the  fhort  moment 

«.  •>  v i 

of  time;  at  prefent  allowed  me  to  write, 
enter  diftindtly  into  the  matter,  nor  give 
my  ideas  (crowding  together  as  they  do 
by  the  prefTure  of  the  occaflon)  fo  clearly 
as  I could  with  to  do ; but  confidering 
thefe  obftacles  to  cur  approach  on  the 
fhore,  and  the  prefent  bad  feafon  to  over- 
come them  in,  I fee  no  alternative  fo  good* 
as  landing  the  army  at  Acri,  and  marching 
them  along  the  coaft  into  Egypt ; and  this 
is  fupported  by  the  following  reflections  : 
and  firft, — “ becaufe,  although  the  feafon 

i 

for  debarkation  along  the  coaft  is  bad,  it  is 
the  mildefl:  feafon  of  the  year  for  the  troops 
to  march  in ; — becaufe  this  previous  march- 
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In g towards  Egypt,  will  be  a kind  of  necef- 

/ i 

fary  preparation,  and  graduation  of  climate 
for  the  troops ; — becaufe  it  will  afford  us  an 
opportunity  of  reclaiming  Gezar  Betha  to 
our  purpofe,  and  to  good  and  effectual  pur- 
pofe  in  all  refpedls  ; — becaufe  it  will  bring 
our  army  in  countenance  and  co-operation 
with  the  Vizir’s  army ; — becaufe  it  will 
conned!  us  with  the  Arabs,  and  open  a road 
of  communication  with  our  friends,  if  any 
come  from  India  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  the 
Mamaluks  in  Upper  Egypt ; — becaufe  it 
will  neceffarily  force  the  enemy  to  extend 
their  line  of  defence,  and  give  us  of  courfe 
a much  more  various  option  of  attack  — 
becaufe,  by  entering  Egypt  on  the  Damiata 
fide,  we  may  be  fupported  by  the  co-ope- 
ration, and  receive  the  very  effential  aflif- 
tance  of  the  fleet.”  Thefe  are  the  foremofl: 
ideas  of  my  mind  : when  the  Commanders 

i . . - . * • 

of  this  expedition  are  pleafed  to  call  upon 
me  for  information  of  any  kind,  I fhall  be 
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more  than  willing,  as  far  as  I may  be 
able,  to  give  it.  My  fatisfadfion  will  be 
complete,  if  I can  give  it  to  any  good 
effect. 

• ‘ / 

^ i 

\ 

But,  Sir,  feeling  as  I do  the  impor- 
tance, the  neceffity  rather  of  this  expedi- 
tion to  the  interests  of  England  ; I rather 
join  in  the  willies  of  all  Italy,  and  the  ex- 
igence of  the  cafe,  that  it  were  for  the 
prefent  moment  to  give  way  to  as  important, 
to  the  more  important,  becaufe  more  urgent 
meafure  of  faving  Italy,  Naples  I mean! 
from  the  arms  of  the  French. 

* * ■ * • . 0 H £ ..  1 T i >1  ■ ! J •;  > v * ; •: ; 

\ * " ' * * *■  ■ i ~ 

For  it  appears  to  me,  that  Bonaparte 
feeing  in  his  mcurlion  into  Syria,  how  near 
he  had  touched  (for  he  only  failed  by  his 

mifearriage  at  Acri)  upon  the  total  fubver- 

/ . 

lion  of  the  Turkish  empire,  is  .{fill  brood- 
ing  upon  that  delign  j and  to  my  fufpicions 
has  attempted,  by  very  feducing  propofi- 
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tions,  to  debauch  both  Ruflia  and  Auftria 
into  a confederacy  for  dividing  between 
them,  the  whole  territory  and  dominion  of 
that  country. 

• . • v ' ‘ * i I 

And  the  evafive  condudt,  or  unaccount- 
able conduct  of  both  thofe  powers,  fince 
the  return  of  Bonaparte  to  Europe,  not 
only  fuggefls,  but  confirms  thofe  fufpicions  ; 
and  the  facility  of  the  execution,  were  they 

i t r 

actually  agreed,  adds  force  to  my  appre- 

henfions. 

. ...  ^ ✓ 

■ a-  .x..  - . / 

*■  • \ 

But  Auftria  may  fee  circumfiances  of 
danger  to  herfelf,  perhaps,  in  this  parti- 
tion, which  may  give  her  fome  hefitation 
in  deciding  : and  from  this  the  yea  and  nay, 
which  fucceed  fo  frequently  to  each  other 

• in  all  the  meafures  of  the  Auftrian  govern- 

* . , • * * • 

ment.  % The  French  prefs  them,  and  they 
look  round  forfupport. 

* » - i.i 
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i 

If  they  could  fee  the  English  army  in 
Italy,  the  Auftrians  could  fay  to  the 
French ; you  cannot  execute  your  defigns 
upon  Turkey,  for  the  EngliSh  will  keep 
you  out  of  Albania  by  oppofing  your  in- 
vafion  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples ; and 
with  their  countenance,  you  will  not  fo 

eafily  intimidate  us  into  your  meafures. 

- 

But  if  Auftria  doth  not  fee  herfelf  Sup- 
ported by  friends  on  either  fide,  fhe  muft 
hefitate  ftill  ; — fhe  muft  obtain  a frefh  ar- 
miftice  ; — fhe  muft  at  length  join  the 
French. 

Whether  alone,  or  confederate  with 
Auftria,  the  French  take  advantage  of  this 
arm i dice  infallibly  to  invade  the  reft  of 

Italy : to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Naples 

» 

especially  ;•  and  fo  distribute  their  forces 

* 

along  the  Puglia  to  embark  and  pafs  over 
into  Macedonia,  into  Bofnia  and  Albania, 
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» »•  w 4 c . : 

and  from  Otranto  into  the  Morea.  They 

s . " 

will,  upon  landing,  infurge  the  Greeks 
to  a man ; for  they  are  already  all  in- 
furled  in  their  hearts  to  a man  ; and 
the  Turkifh  empire  will  extinguifh  like  a 
fpark. 

Therefore,  Sir,  this  fhould  be  firft  pre- 
vented.  Our  army  fhould  come  firft  to 
Italy ; it  would  determine  the  Auflrians 

« i 

to  adt  with  vigour.  The  French  difap- 
pointed  of  this  meafure,  you  weaken  their 
argument  with  RufTia ; you  take  the  ground 
from  under  their  feet.  They  would  not  be 
' very  eafy  in  Egypt.  I think  that  they 
would  wifh  to  evacuate  Egypt  upon  any 

*l  , * ' * t * 

terms.  ' 

But  perfuaded  as  I am  of  the  triumph 
of  our  forces  in  Italy,  were  they  to  come; 
(perfuaded,  I fay,  becaufe  the  enthufiafm  t 
of  the  whole  people  to  join  us  is  fo  un- 
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equivocally  pronounced,  as  they  are  given  to 
expedt  it)  I would  not  at  all  confent  to  the 
Ampler  evacuation  of  Egypt ; I would  take 
it  by  force  of  arms. 

t y r | •*  * t rj f \ - •_  : ^ \ + 

• / 

Becaufe  the  poffeffion  of  Egypt,  as  it 

is  become  a queftion  between  England  and 
France,  of  * thine  or  mine,’  will  be  a mea-’ 
fure  indifpenfable  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
Britifh  dominion  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; and, 
with  regard  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
Ottoman  power,  can  only  be  efredtually 
accomplifhed  by  the  trial  of  our  arms.  We 
fhall  have  time  to  do  this.  We  fhould 
firfl  difappoint  this  plan  of  union  and  con- 
federacy to  divide  the  Turkifh  empire  j not 
becaufe  the  Turkifh  empire  can  be  long 
upheld,,  but  to  defeat  a confederacy  fo  dan- 
gerous to  the  interefls  of  England ; to 

oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  Eu- 
rope. - 


§0  HISTORICAL  RECOLLECTIONS 

Should  we  leave  them  to  their  fougue, 
and  go  firft  to  Egypt.  We  fhall  conquer 
Egypt,  I believe  ; but  to  what  effedt  ? 

/ 

^ \ 

In  looking  behind  us,  we  may  fee  them 
enthroned  on  the  wreck  of  the  Turkifh 
empire.  I expedt  it  ! 

» ' 

You  will  remember.  Sir,  how  long  ago 
I have  fpoken  of  the  confumptive  date  of 
the  Turkiih  empire.  You  will  remember. 
Sir,  my  Speculations  on  the  fituation  and 
reiburces  of  Egypt,  wherein  I predicted, 
from  my  knowledge  of  thefe  things,  the 
probable  invafion  of  Egypt,  and  the  infal- 
lible fuccefs  of  the  invader,  by  whom- 

foever  attempted. 

/ , 

And  now,  that  we  have  fo  much  more 
evidence  of  its  increafing  impotence,  in  the 
vain  efforts  the  Porte  hath  repeatedly  made 
to  renrefs  the  infolence  of  an  infignificant 
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rebel,  at  the  very  gates  of  Conftantinople ; 
fhall  we  fuppofe  that  Bonaparte  will  be 
blind  to  the  opportunity  which  will  fuggeft 
itfelf  in  fuch  inviting  terms  to  his  ambi- 
tion, (the  moment  we  are  engaged  with  our 

army  in  Egypt)  to  execute  this  his  forne 

/ 

time  premeditated  defign., 

N 

\ v 
# V l 

I am  convinced,- Sir,  that,  although  the 
eftrangement  of  Ruffia  from  the  confede- 
racy again  ft  the  French  innovation  may 
have  had  various  caufes,  the  policy  which 

s 

has  been  adopted  in  the  room  of  it,  in 
favour  of  an  enemy  fo  £ ncerely  reprobated 
before,  pan  only  be  an  effect  of  overtures 
made  by  Bonaparte  to  difmember,  and 
divide  between  them  the  Turkifh  em- 
pire. 

' 

And  if  Ruffia  hath  acceded  to  this 
propofal  i and  that  Austria  fnould  be  forced 
tp  accede  to  it  by  our  eloignment  to  E<rvpt, 
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I fee  nothing  to  oppofe  the  inundation  of 

Turkey  in  a moment  of  time. 

/ * _ . 

> . . • > - V : '■  '■ 

■*  - — 

I fee  another  armiilice  immediately  fet- 
tled in  Italy  I fee  the  French  forces  con- 
lequently  pouring  down  in  torrents  towards 
Ancona,  and  Brindifi,  and  Otranto  ; — I fee 
the  armies  of  Ruflia  ready  to  irrupt  into 
Moldavia  ; — I fee  the  Auftrians  accumu- 
lating all  along  the  Danube  ; — I fee  the 

i 

French  providing  embarkation  for  their 
troops  and  fleets  to  proted  their  defcent 
along  the  Coafts  of  Dalmatia,  Epirus,  Co- 
rinth, and  the  Morea — -I  lee  the  Greeks 
infurged  I fee  Conflantinople  invefted  ; 
— I fee  the  Turk  expire, 

X , 

x 

This  is  the  fcheme  by  which  Bonaparte 
an  nears  to  have  diflolved  the  combination 
again  ft  France ; and  to  have  turned  its  en- 
gines quite  round  to  the  pur  poles  of  his 
own  ever-defigning  rapacity  and  ambition. 
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If  his  judgment  is  equal  to  his  ambition, 
I think  that  he  will  take  no  care  about  our 
expedition  to  Egypt,  and  occupy  himfelf 
entirely  about  the  execution  of  his  new 
defign.  But  as  ambition,  inordinate  am- 
bition efpecially,  is  of  too  turbulent  a na- 
ture to  leave  the  judgment  in  its  charac- 
terise clearnefs  of  feeing,  and  deliberate 
perfpicacity  in  determining  its  options  ; and 
as  I have  great  faith  in  my  principles  about 
right  and  wrong,  (i.  e.)  That  a right  courle 
leadeth  to  profperity  ; — that  a wrong  courfe 

leadeth  to  confufion.  I confide  in  this 

, > 

truth,  and  will  continue  to  hope  that  we 

lhall  do  well,  and  that  Bonaparte  will  be 

% 

difappointecH  ' v 

r 

I have  received  letters  in  charge  from 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  d'Aoflo,  for 
Lord  Keith  and  for  General  Abercromby, 
to  explain  the  expediency  of  coming  firft  to 
Italy;  the  exigency  of  the  cafe;  the  wifls 
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of  the  people  : their  enthufiafm,  as  they  are 
taught  to  believe  that  the  Eriglifh  are 
coming  to  defend  them ; their  deje&ion, 

i 

as  any  thing  appears  to  difturb  their  hopes : 
and  his  Royal  Kighnefs  has  charged  me 
verbally  to  enforce  his  perfualives  by  opi- 
nions of  my  own.  * * * * * 

& •*  * * * * * * * * * * 

9/^  December,  1 Boo. 

. 


— I was  interrupted  here,  by  a 
fummons  to  embark,  and  I could  not  finifh 
my  letter. 

' • ' 1 ’ I . ! ' -"V  ; 7Ji5;  1 4 ■ 3J  V i | 

General  M , who  was  prefent  at 

the  moment  of  this  interruption,  read  my 
letter,  and  regretted  that  it  could  not  be 
fent,  and  fo  did  Mr.  Locke,  but  I could 
not  in  that  date  of  hurry  and  confufion  go 
on  any  further.  It  was  written  on  the  9th 
day  of  December,  1800.  In  lieu  of  it. 
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however,  I wrote  a Short  letter  to  Mr. 

* i ( 

Dundas,  juft  to  inform  him  of  my  destina- 
tion, and  to  recommend  my  family  to  his 

i 

friendship  in  cafe  of  my  death,  meaning 

% 

certainly  not  to  Shrink  from  any  hazard  of 
my  companions  in.  this  perilous  enterprize. 
But  I am  returned  with  tidings  of  victory 
to  my  country ; with  good  omens  of  future 
fuccefs ; and  with  redoubled  confidence  that 
the  caufe  of  virtue  will  for  ever  triumph. 


I embarked  on  the  Greyhound,  and 
failed  the  fame  day,  and  on  the  19th,  after 
a very  pleafant  paffage  in  all  refpedts,  ar- 
rived at  Malta.  I delivered  my  letters,  but 
•the  decree  was  gone  forth  : the  Signal  was 
out  for  preparing  to  fail.  On  the  20tbr 
a captured  polacca  from  x^lexandria  was 
brought  in,  having  Tallien  on  board,  with 
Magallon,  the  ancient  Conful  and  colleague 
pf  mine,  for  many,  many  years  in  Egypt. 
He  \vas  the  man  who,  confounding  all  dif- 
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tindtions  in  the  new  republican  dodtrines,' 
was  the  foremoff  to  ieize  on,  and  confif- 
cate  the  property  of  his  old  friend  3 al- 
though, as  it  has  been  reported  to  me,  the 
matter  was  referred  by  Bonaparte  to  his 

abfolute  difcretion.  “ La  France,”  he  faid* 

¥ 

eft  faite  pour  conquerir,  et  non  pas  pour 
faire  des  compliments.” 

1 

In  this  captive  flate,  however,  being 
informed  that  I was  on  board  the  Admiral’s 
fhip,  he  deli  red  to  fee  me  ; and  the  Admi- 
ral deliring  alfo  that  I fhould  fee  him,  I 
went  along  lide  the  prize* 

“ J’y  viens,  et  vous  y allez,”  hefaid. 

* / 

“ Oui,  s’il  plait  a Dieu,  nous  y irons.’3 

. » v 

“ Vous  y trouverez  de  vos  effets.” 

41  Quels  effets  ?”  faid  I, 

((  Vos  livres. 
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««  Bon!”  faid  I,  “ mes  livres ! et  le 
refte  ?” » 

“ Ah ! pour 

fuis  fache !!’ 

• r 

t 

* - • • * . 

“ Vous  n'avez  jamais  manque  de  rien, 

j’espere  ?”  faid  .he. 

i 

I anfwered  him,  not  caring  to  reproach 
him  in  that  fituaton,  “ la  Fortune  ne  m’a 
jamais  affedtee.  Je  croyois  feulement  qu’on 
refpedtoit,  par  une  loi  conftitutionelle,  les 
effets  d’un  Diplomat  !” 

Tallien,  (who  was  by  his  fide  not 
known  to  me)  faid,  “ II  eft  vrai ; mais 
vous  allez  vous-meme  vous  dedommager.” 

“ Et  dans  le  cas  que  je  ne  me  dedom- 
mage  pas,”  faid  I,  <cle  Conful  Bonaparte 
nauroit  point  egard  a la  loi  ?” 


le  refte,”  faid  he,  Jen  ' 
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W J'  * ' j a . ' 

>«  il, 

“ Monfieur,”  faid  he,  “ dans  ce  cas 
la,  je  vais  en  France,  jc  pourrois  y conter 
pour  quelque  chofe  ; rappellez  vous  dc 
moi,  je  fuis  Tallien ; vous  avez  entendu  dc 
moi  ? 

€t  And  I faid,  “ Certainement,  je  vous 
connois  de  nom.  Je  n’oublierai  pas  au 

moins  votre  ofFrc.” 

\ 

€%  Je  fuis  homme  d’honneur,  Mon- 
fieur,"  ;faid  he. 

And  fo  we  parted; 

I augured  well  of  this  fimplicity  of  dif- 
courfe  ; not  for  my  own  affairs,  becaufe  I 
lhall  never  look  to  France  for  any  indem- 
nity of  my  lofs,  but  for  the  idea  fo  limply 
expreffed,  of  my  going  to  Egypt  to  repay 
myfelf  for  my  Ioffes. 
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To  others,  I ajn  told,  he  talked  in  a 
different  ftyle.  He  faid  the  French  would 
give  us  a good  reception  •,  that  they  had  no 
objection  to  our  vilit ; that  they  would  do 
us  honour,  and  fo  on. 

We  failed  on  the  21  ft,  and  my  letter  to 
my  friend  and  kinfinan,  John  Baldwin,  re- 
lates our  vifit,  and  the  reception  we  re- 
ceived. 

•floM  (TUdnnoi 

George  Baldwin, 

London, 

Aug.  27,  1801. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


FOR  THE 

ARMY, 

ON  AN 

EXPEDITION  TO  EGYPT; 

PROPOSED  BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY 

GENERAL  ABERCROMBY. , 

AND  WRITTEN  ON  BOARD 

HIS  MAJESTY’S  SHIP  FOUDROYANT, 

Qrt  the  Pajfage  from  MALTA  to  MAMORICE,  December  1800. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

FOR 

THE  ARMY, 

ON  AN 

EXPEDITION  TO  EGYPT,  ETC,  - 
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AS  TO  THE  CLIMATE. 

In  January,  February,  and  March,  the 
weather  is  variable,  but  more  good  than 
bad.  Over  head  is  generally  dry.  The  heat 
is  fupportable.  Sometimes  rain,  but  under 
foot  Tandy  and  dry.  In  rainy  weather,  the 
ground  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  and  in  the 
cultivated  lands  flippery,  but  not  fwampy, 
excepting  in  the  rice-grounds. 

April  and  May,  the  heats  are  often  ex- 
cefiive.  The  defart  or  khumfeen  winds' 
blow  at  times : they  commonly  lafl  three 
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days.  The  intervals  of  thefe  winds  are 
very  fupportable ; under  foot  dry.  Thefe 
khumfeen  winds,  if  fp  late  in  the  feafon  as 

• ' , ‘ c \ ' 

the  end  of  May,  are  fometimes  deadly.  The 
be  ft  repair  is  in  the  ground- floor,  cooled  by 
water. 

t ... 

« 

June  : the  North- weft  winds  fet  in, 
blowing  ftrong,  but  not  tempeftuoufly.  The 
Nile  waters  begin  to  increafe. 

W ' v . • 1 . - , 

. *1’ 

« ’ . * *•» 

July  and  Auguft : the  Nile  increafing, 

and  attaineth  its  greateft  heights.  The 
North- weft  winds  as  before.  The  air  very 
much  tempered  and  refrefhed  by  thefe  winds 

and  increafing  waters, 

* . , • ; \ • 5 

\ 

September ; the  waters  are  let  in  upon 
a great  portion  of  the  land,  The  air  is 
ftill  more  refrefhed  by  thefe  expanded 
waters.  At  night,  the  breeze  comes  oft' 
the  land. 
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G&ober,  November,  and  December, 
are  pleafant  months  on  all  accounts.  The 
climate  is  generally  very  healthy.  Inflam- 
mations in  the  eyes  are  caught  by  fleeping 
(in  a perfpired  ftate)  in  a current  of  air. 
Fluxes  are  got  by  fleeping  uncovered,  or 
too  lightly  covered  in  the  night  air.  The 
night  air  is  wonderfully  thin,  and  fearching 
to  the  bowels.  The  plague  may  be  kept 
off  by  keeping  the  impelled  at  a diitance, 
and  making  them  perform  quarantine. 

T 

Anointing  the  body  with  Olive  Oil,  will 
preferve  any  man  from  infedion,  and  will, 

? i 

in  moll  cafes,  cure  the  already  infected. 
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AS  TO  THE  DISEMBARKATION  OF  THE  ARMY* 

' THE  COAST  CONSIDERED. 

D URING  the  Winter  months,  and  mod 
commonly  in  January,  February,  and 

j . 4 t 

March,  we  experience  fome  ftormy  wea- 
ther; but  feldom  more  than  twice  in  a fea- 
fon,  and  fome  years  not  at  all.  The  ftorms 
begin  in  the  Southern  quarter,  and  veer  round 
to  the  South-weft,  when  the  wind  blows 
very  ftrong;  but  fhips  get  oft  the  coaft, 
and  go  for  fhelter  to  Cyprus.  The  ftorm 
then  veers  round  to  the  Weft  and  North- 
weft,  blows  hard,  and  drives  in  a tremen- 
dous fea  upon  the  coaft.  The  fhips  in  the 
Eaftern  port  run  great  hazard ; but  in  the 
old  or  weftern  port,  ride  fafe.  Thefe  ftorms 
are  commonly  over  in  three  days. 


In  the  intervals  of  thefe  ftorms,  the 
weather  is  moderate  and  pleafant : and  the 
winds  come  fometimes  oft*  the  fhore ; but 
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the  prevailing  wind  is  North-eaft,  blowing 

right  along  fhore,  not  violent,  and  always 

’ \ 

fmooth  water. 

r v .u  . (>,n  v. 

The  French  army  landed  to  the  Weft- 

ward  of  the  old  port,  behind  the  point 
which  forms  the  Wefternmoft  boundary  of 
the  old  port  of  Alexandria.  There  ftands 
on  this  point  a marabut,  or  fancftuary,  and 
in  its  neighbourhood  there  is  good  frefti 
water,  but  in  what  quantity  I know  not : 
the  French  have  raifed  a battery  on  this 
point.  From  this  point  runs  a ridge  of 
rocks  under  water,  North-eaftward,  for 

- * ' i ' n«\ 

more  than  a mile  into  the  fea.  Ship.s 
coming  into  port,  when  round  this  ridge, 
muft  come  under  the  fire  of  this  battery 
per  force. 

All  great  ftiips  going  out  of  the  old  port, 
ufually  come  to  an  anchor  £hort  of  this 
point,  to  wait  for  a good  opportunity  to  go 
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cut.  The  dittance  from  the  neareft  cattle 
of  Alexandria  I judge  at  three  miles  in  a 
dired:  line ; but  the  French  matter  of  a 
veflel  we  have  taken,  now  only  twelve  days 
from  Alexandria,  calls  this  pittance  fix 
miles. 

i i 1 

Ships  of  a thoufand  tons  burthen,  laden 
with  merchandife,  navigate  this  port : fo 
did  all  the  Capitan  Pafha’s  fquadron,  (ex- 
cepting his  own  three-decker,  which  he 

i 

did  not  chufe  to  hazard)  fail  in^  and  about, 
and  oi}t  again  of  this  port,  in  the  year 
1786,  under  my  own  eye  and  obferva- 

tion. 


The  road,  leading  from  the  point  to- 
wards the  city,  is  chiefly  rocky  and  hard 
ground,  but  not  bad  to  tread.  In  your 
approach  toward  the  city,  you  come  upon  a 
neck  of  land,  bordered  on  your  right  by  the 
lake  Mareotis,  and  on  your  left  by  the  fea. 
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In  paffing  along  this  neck  of  land,  you 
pafs  over  the  catacombs,  where  a mine 
might  be  apprehended.  The  entrance  to 
thefe  catacombs  is  near  the  fea,  diftant 
from  the  city  about  a mile  or  more. 

The  landing  place  to  the  city  is  upon  a 
iandy  beach,  cafy,  and  always  pra&icable. 

The  French  Captain  informs  me  that  a 
wall  has  been  railed  by  the  French,  leading 
from  the  old  port  round  the  wefiernmod: 
hill  of  the  ancient  city,  encompafling  the 
whole  of  the  modern  city,  quite  to  the 
tower  called  Cleopatra’s  Palace ; but  that 
this  wall  had  no  other  purpofe  than  to  keep 

out  the  Turkifh  Cavalry.  Very  few  cif- 

* , \ ' 

terns  can  be  contained  within  this  enceinte. 

, The  eaftcrmoft  hill  is  fituated  about 
half  way  in  the  entrance  of  the  narrow  part 
of  the  ancient  city,  and  commands  almofl 
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all  the  citterns  from  which  the  town  is1 
indifpenfably  fupplied  with  water.  Both 
hills  are  fortified  by  the  French,  and  may 
annoy  each  other. 

Without  the  walls  of  the  ancient  city, 
near  to  the  eafternmoft  hill,  are  high 
^rounds  which  over-look  the  walls,  and 
can  annoy  that  hill.  Within  the  walls, 
alfo,  from  the  Rofetto  gate  to  the  hill,  are 
high  grounds,  capable  of  annoying  the  hill* 
If  this  hill  were  mattered,  it  would  com- 
mand mod  of  the  citterns.  You  might, 
by  the  pofieffion  pf.  this  hill,  cut  off  the 
lupply  of  water  from  the  city,  and  force 

the  enemy  to  a fpeedy  compofition. 

^ . j,r.bnurl  mo:  • .a-:-  Jbnri  uo^  ae 

Now,  to  come  under  the  walls  of  the 
ancient  city  eattward,  if  the  hope  of  land- 
ing to  the  wettward  is  relinquished,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  but  go  to  Aboukir. 
Unlefs  it  may  be  preferred  (by  favour  of 
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the  North-eaft  wind,  which  blows  right 
into  the  new  port)  to  go  draight  in  and  feize 
upon  the  place  by  a coup-de-main.  This 
might  be  done,  with  little  danger  (as  I ap- 
prehend) by  night. 

* ■* 4 -i 

The  boats  might  come  into  the  port, 
and  land  to  the  left  along  the  beach,  upon 
a fpacious  plain,  from  which  you  diverge 
by  two  or  three  principal  ftreets,  in  a 
weftern  direction,  into  the  heart  of  the  city  $ 
or  along  the  ruinous  walls  to  the  North- 
ead:,  under  Cleopatra's  Needle,  bringing 
you  upon  the  lefler  hills  at  the  back  (north- 
ward) of  the  village  at  the  Roletto  gate : 
or  rather  by  driking  in  a draight  line  South  ' 
as  you  land,  go  about  four  hundred  paces 
diredt  to  this  formidable  hill  and  ftorm  it 
The  importance  of  this  poft , would  make 
me  ftrive  to  carry  it : but  thofe  who  know 
what  concerns  the  execution  better  than 

ly  u'ov--  id)  y.  1 tjIok,  od  f t h fTj.  : 
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me,  may  think  it  wifer  to  proceed  to 
Aboukir. 


At  Aboukir,  the  landing  once  forced, 
and  the  fortrefs  fubdued,  the  great  difficulty 
prefenting  to  the  army  is  the  want  or  water, 
until  poffeffion  is  obtained  of  the  hill  of 
Alexandria : the  distance  is  about  fourteen 
miles.  The  road  is  hard,  and  the  French 
Captain  informs  me,  has  been  made  car- 
ria°eable.  On  each  fide  of  the  road,  going 
from  Aboukir  to  Alexandria  (that  is  to  fay 
on  the  right)  are  hills  of  ruins  betvveen  the 
road  and  the  fea ; and  on  the  left  are  fand- 

hills,  but  paffable  to  the  cavalry. 

% 

. . V 

There  is  water  at  Aboukir,  but  brack- 
ifh,  and  not  abundant : the  road  leads  to 
the  Eaftern  (called  the  Rofetto)  gate  of  the 
ancient  city;  but  about  a mile  before  you 
come  to  the  gate,  on  your  left,  you  fee  the 
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famous  canal  which  carries  the  Nile  water 
to  Alexandria,  with  plantations  of  palm 
trees  on  each  lide  of  it : turning  to  your 
left,  purfuing  the  courfe  of  the  canal,  you 
are  brought  to  the  foot  of  hills,  on  the 
fummit  of  which  flands  the  column  of  the 
world — Pompey’s  Column  ! from  which 
I have  faid  the  principal  hill  might  be 
annoyed.  The  walls  of  the  ancient  city 
lay  between,  but  are  no  better  than  rotten 
paper. 

. % » / < . 

Immediately  within  the  Rofetto  gate, 

on  each  fide  of  the  road,  is  a village ; but 
riling  gradually,  to  the  right  and  left,  to 
hills  not  much  inferior  to  the  principal 
hill.  The  hills  on  the  left  lead  quickly  to 
the  principal  hill,  and  offer  great  facilities 
for  affailing  this  formidable  pod.  The  hills 

i 

on  the  right  prefent  great  inequalities,  and 
in  a view  to  befeging  the  principal  hill# 


/ 
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afford  good  repair  from  the  enemy’s  fhot,  and 
every  circumfiance  of  ground  to  favour  your 
approaches.  To  the  Northward  of  thefe 
inequalities,  about  one-third  of  a mile,  is 
the  wall  of  the  city  ; behind  that,  a ditch ; 
and  beyond  that,  a flip  of  level  ground, 
quite  to  the  coaffc  of  the  fea.  All  thefe 
hills  are  heaps  of  ruins  accumulated  from 
the  ancient  city.  This  is  what  occurs 
to  me  concerning  Alexandria,  attempted 
from  Aboukir. 

* 

But  if  we  are  to  look  further  than 
Aboukir  for  a place  to  make  our  defcent, 
along  the  coaft  five  or  fix  miles,  there  is 
a paflfage  into  the  Maadie  lake.  If  this  lake 
is  navigable  to  our  boats  (which  I judge  it 
mull  be  from  feeing  fifhing  boats  in  it) ; 
the  army  might  go  into  this  lake  unmolefted 
from  Aboukir,  and  come  to  the  back  of 
it,  nearer  to  Alexandria ; or  might  turn  to 
the  EaiT,  and  go  near  to  the  banks  of  the 
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Nile  ; or  do  both,  and  by  means  of  this 

v * ✓ 

lake,  keep  up  a communication  from  the 
Nile  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Alexandria. 

jy  * ' * « . 

f .1  . . . ( < 

Or  if  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to 
occupy  the  Bogas  of  Rofetto,  the  army 
might,  whether  from  the  lake  or  purfuing 

i , — ' 

along  the  beach,  come  to  the  back  of  the 
caflle  of  Rofetto,  and  what  other  batteries 
the  French  may  have  raifed  to  oppofe  the 
entrance  into  the  Rofetto  branch  of  the 
river.  There  may  be  no  need  of  difcanting 
upon  the  importance  of  pofleffing  the  navi- 
gation into  this  branch  of  the  Nile. 

To  attempt  to  force  a landing  (by 

4 , 

forcing  this  paflage  into  the  Nile)  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nile ; would  require  good 
weather,  good  pilots,  and  many  contingent 
tonfiderations,  which,  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year,  are  not  fo  much  to  be  depended  upon. 
In  July*  Auguft,  and  September,  this 
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might  be  advifed,  the  weather  being  fteady, 
and  the  water  over  the  bar  fufficient  : the 
fame  of  the  Damiata  branch  ; but 

/ 

v 

If  we  are  to  go  Hill  further,  to  examine 
what  the  coafl  of  Paleftine  offers  eligible 
to  our  purpofe,  I would  fay  that  the  Bay  of 
Acri  will  receive  our  whole  fleet ; — that  the 
landing  of  the  army  may  be  effected  quietly; 

. — that  the  country,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
is  not  unhealthy  ; — that  the  weather  is  very 
fupportable  ; — that  the  march  of  the  army, 
unmolefted  by  an  enemy,  might  habituate 
the  troops  in  fome  meafure  to  the  country, 
and  to  the  ways  and  means  of  living  in  it ; 
— that  going  even  by  this  little  progradation 
towards  Egypt,  may  be  a fort  of  feafoning 
to  the  army ; — that  horfes  may  be  had  to 
mount  the  cavalry,  and  camels  to  tranfport 
the  baggage  ; — that  by  this  way  you  may 
depend  on  the  co-operation  of  the  Grand 
Vizir's  army ; you  will  open  a communi- 
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cation  with  the  Arabs,  and  may  enfure  a 
very  active  co-operation  from  the  Mama- 
luks  : all  thefe  circumftances,  of  great 
weight  in  the  eledion  to  be  made,  and  to 
which  I fhould  be  almoft  decifively  inclined, 
were  we  not  dopt  at  the  threfliold  by  a con- 
federation fufperfeding  all  others,  to  fay — 
“ the  exidance  at  this  moment  of  the 
plague  in  the  army  of  the  Grand  Vizir.” 

Therefore,  I prefume,  that  this  mca- 
fure  will  be  abandoned.  The  expedition 
appears  to  me  to  be  otherwife  undertaken 
under  every  omen  of  fuccefs.  The  people 
of  Egypt,  the  Arabs,  the  Mamaluks,  are 
all  mod:  unequivocally  determined  in  favour 
of  tne  Englifh  nation  $ and  feeing  them 
once  on  fhore,  effedually  to  fupport  them, 
will  feel  and  manifed  an  enthufiafm  which 
we  may  fee  it  neceffary,  perhaps,  to  endea- 
vour to  re  drain. 
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This  is  what  occurs  to  me  at  this  time* 

- , • • ••  1 

If  information  fhould  be  wanting  upon  any 
point  within  the  compafs  of  my  experience 
or  judgment,  I am  devoted  to  the  caufe. 

G.  Baldwin* 

v.  . : * ■ . . f t • i • * • 

Fir  ft  day  of  the  firfi 
year  of  the  nine- 
teenth century . 
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LETTER 

TO  THE 

I 

EIGHT  HONOURABLE 

SIR  RALPH  ABERCROMBY,  K.B, 

COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  OF  THE  BRITISH  l-'OllCES 

DESTINED  ON  AN 

EXPEDITION  TO  EGYPT, 


SIR, 

Th  E danger  with  which  our  army  will 
be  threatened  if  we  come  into  any  clofe 
co-operation  with  the  Turkish  army  under 
command  of  the  Grand  Vizir,  from  the 
circumftance  of  the  contagion  being  known 
to  be  doing  havock  in  that  army,  has  made 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  addrefs  to  your 
Excellency  the  enclofed  copy  of  an  Ebay 
on  that  diftemper,  and  the  remedy  refulting 
Irom  it,  both  as  a prefervative  and  cure, 
warranted  by  the  evidence  of  thoufands  iu 
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a long  and  extenfive  experience  of  nine 

years . 

But  notwithftanding  that  this  remedy 
will  operate  as  a prefervative  and  cure  in 
the  alarming  neceflltv  which  would  call  for 
the  application,  I prefume  that  the  better 
way,  confidering  the  fatal  confequenccs  which 
may  be  dreaded  from  fuck  an  evil  to  our 
army,  will  be  the  fur  eft  way,  and  that  will  be 

ah  incipio  to  guard  again#  any,  and  every 

< , 

poffible  communication  with  the  Turkifli 
army. 

' • ^ 1 rv  *-(-%  » . • ' 

V ; V i , 1>  / i i ■ 1 •. s.-  ' ‘ • - -c-  t - ^ 

I do  not  know  what  importance  your 
Excellency  may  fet  upon  the  co-operation 
of  the  Grand  Vizir’s  army  in  the  fcale  of 
our  purpofed  exertions  ; but  this  I may  be 
permitted  to  fay,  that  the  mo#  effedual 
endeavours,  and  the  mo#  complete  fucceffes 
will  be  made  vain  by  the  introduction  of 
' the  plague  among  us ; and  greater  mif- 
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fortunes  be  entailed  by  it  upon  our  country 
than  our  ardour  to  ferve  it  will  let  us  be 
aware  of.  I am  fure  the  fenfe  your  Excel- 
lency mud;  entertain  of  this  danger,  will 
apologize  itfelf  for  iny  freedom  in  fug- 
geding  it. 

♦ 

If  it  may  be  necefiary  to  foften  the  de- 
termination your  Excellency  may  come  to, 
to  bar  all  communication  between  the  two 
armies,  by  a qualification  remondrative  of 
the  neceflity  of  it ; it  might  be  urged  that 
in  cafes  of  contagion  it  is  our  cudom  fo  to 
do,  and  that  the  contagion  ceafing  in  Egypt 
towards  the  end  of  June,  our  communica- 
tion might  then  be  refumed  with  proper 
effedt. 

And  as  a political  meafure,  I think. 
Sir,  that  this  appearance  of  non  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Vizir’s  army  will  be  likelied 
to  gain  to  our  fide  the  hearty  co-operation 


122  HISTORICAL  RECOLLECTIONS 

* • * 

of  the  Mamaluks,  and  of  the  peafantry  of 
Egypt. 

And  I am  fo  intimately  perfuaded  of 
this  temper  of  the  Mamaluks,  and  of  the 
peafantry  and  population  of  Egypt,  as  to 
dare  aver  with  confidence,  that  they  will 
only  join  us  upon  a preemption  that  we 
will  abt  as  a fhield,  and  interpofe  betVv’een 
them  and  the  power  of  the  Ottomans. 
And,  moreover,  my  perfuafion  is,  that  they 
will  poftively  join  the  French  to  keep  both 
of  us  our,  if  they  can  fufpedt  that  our 
defi?n  can  ever  be  to  abandon  them  to  fuch 
a fate. 


The  ambition  and  hope  of  the  Mama- 
luk  is  to  reign  ; to  recover  his  fovereignty : 
The  known,  and  now  become  neceffary, 
policy  of  the  Turk,  is  to  annihilate  the 
Mamaluk,  and  to  defboiFthe  country  of  its 
wealth. 
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With  thefe  refledtions  For  the  prefent, 
which  I hope  you  will  afcribe  to  nothing 
but  zeal,  I beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  with  due 
refpedt  and  deference, 

Your  Excellency’s 
Mod:  devoted  and 

Mod  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  BALDWIN. 

t 

On  board  his  Majejiy  s Jhip 
Foudroyant , M amor  ice 

Bay , Feb . I,  1801, 

' 
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ESSAY 

ON  , 

THE  PLAGUE. 


1 HAVE  fought  a remedy  for  the  Plague 
in  its  hiftory  and  character. 

The  origin  of  this  diieafe  is  not  known  ! 
it  may  have  had  fuch  an  origin  as  the  dif- 
temper  produced  in  gaols,  which  is  alio 
contagious,  to  fay:  “ Long  confinement; 
deep  anguifh;  unwholfome  Food!”  But 
the  origin  of  its  introduction  at  particular 
times  in  particular  places  is  always  to  be 
traced  to  a parent. 

As  for  example,  our  prefen t Plague  in 

Egypf>  *79l>  was  imported  from  Conftan- 

tinople  in  a French  fhip  called  l’Aimable 
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Marie,  Captain  Eftienne  ; having  feveral 
infedted  Haves  on  board.  Some  of  them 
died  at  Alexandria,  and  the  remainder  were 
tranfported  to  Cairo.  Ifhmael  Bey,  Sheck 
Bellad,  purchafed  them  for  Mamaluks. 
They  infected  his  palace,  and  he  fell  him* 
felf  a victim  to  it:  From  him  the  conta- 
gion fpread  all  over  Egypt  > and  from 
Egypt  to  Rhodes  and  Stanchio,  and  Scio, 
an4  Smyrna,  and  over  all  the  coafls  of 

Syria. 

The  fame  thing  is  true  with  refpe&  to 
every  Plague  which  I have  known  of  duiing 
an  acquaintance  and  intercourfe  of  one-and- 
thirty  years  with  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Turkifh  dominions. 

i 

It  is  not  in  the  air,  as  many,  othenvife, 
great  and  learned  men  have  fuppofed  : Nor 
is  it  conveyed  by  fwarms  of  infers  gene- 
rated in  ftagnate  waters.  No  precaution 
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could  defend  us  from  it,  in  thofe  cafes*  It 

\ 

is,  on  the  contrary,  a constant  fad,  that 
fuch  as  confine  themfelves  to  their  houfes, 
and  avoid  all  contad  with  infeded  people  ; 
or  with  things  which  have  been  in  contad 
with  the  infedion,  are  fure  to  efcape  it. 

'•  . 

It  is,  therefore,  only  communicated  by 
contad  ! I will  not  fay  abfolute  contad, 

' y‘Jl  ‘ ' . ■ ' * ' # ? n,  T 

becaufe  there  may  be  great  danger  in  afcer- 

taining  the  fad : but  it  is  proved,  that 

infeded  people  may  be  approached  within 

a few  yards  without  danger ; but  how  near 

I cannot  take  upon  me  pofitively  and  pre- 

cifely  to  hv. 

' 

I have  an  opinion  that  it  ads  like  the 

■ 

eledric  fpark,  flying  from  one  objed  to 
another  within  the  fphere  of  its  influence  : 
for  the  world  will  allow  that  there  is  great 
adivity  in  the  efforts  of  the  Plague*  but 

' ■ f • ' 

what  the  fphere  of  its  power  is,  I cannot 

Ai'  K , . ' - • . * * 
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determine.  It  is  not  very  great.  For  this 
reafon  I do  not  fay  that  it  is  only  to  be 
gained  by  abfolute  contadt. 

It  is  an  evil,  which  hitherto  having  baf- 
fled all  the  fkill  of  all  the  phyflcal  men  ill 
the  world,  made  it,  I thought,  a vain  pur- 

i 

fuit  in  me  to  calculate  its  fymptoms,  and 
thence  deduce  its  antidote,  for  nothing  of 
this  kind  could  have  been  left  undone  •,  and 
I confefs  that  Symptoms  confound  me,  they 
are  fo  multiform,  and  that  even  then  I am 
wanting  of  knowledge  in  the  properties  of 
drugs.  I,  therefore,  refigned  my  reiearches 
upon  this  branch  of  the  fubjedt  to  the  gene- 
ral defeat,  and  took  it  for  granted  that  the 

\ 

road  lay  elfewhere. 

I fought  it  in  its  natural  extinctions ! In 
Eoypt,  at  the  fummer  folftice.  In  Mof- 
cow,  at  the  winter  folflice.  I found  it 
limited  by  the  North  temperate  Zone  ftopt 
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by  the  heat  of  the  Tropic,  and  at  the  Polar 
Circle  by  the  cold.  It  is  not  known  to  the 
Southern  Hemifphere.  'Thefe  are  hiflori- 

cal  fadts.  Then  its  antidote  is  to  be  found 

» 

in  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold. 


But  how  colledi  thefe  extremes  ? how 
adminifter  them  ? The  hot  bath  ? the  cold 
bath  ? fpirit  of  nitre  internally  ? fpirits  of 
tvine  ? I am  no  adept  in  thefe  things.  It 
feemed  to  me , fomething  to  have  fettled  a 
principle;  and  I took  time  to  refledh 

Again.  Let  us  confider  the  character 
of  the  Plague.  What  is  the  Plague  ? 

A violent  effervefcence  in  the  humours 
of  the  body ; or  in  the  blood  ; or  in  the 
nervous  fluids ; or  in  all  ! I am  not  tena- 
cious for  the  precife  term.  The-world  will 
know  that  I am  no  dodtor : but  an  efFer- 
Vefcence  which  adting  with  more  violence 
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■>  « 

than  the  conflitution  can  bear,  proves  fud- 
denly  fatal.  In  ftronger  conflitutions,  or 
in  weaker  confutations,  if  they  will  have 
it  fo,  but  in  fuch  confutations  as  refill:  the 
effervefcence,  it  refolves  into  tumors  ftrongly 

inflamed,  and  offers  a better  chance  of  re- 
covery. 

Then,  what  caufes  effervefcences  ? 

- **  . •, 

All  acids,  mixed  with  another  fort  of 
bodies  called  alkalis,  will  make  a violent 
effervefcence  ! This,  the  Dictionary  fays, 
is  the  great  general  criterion  of  effervef- 
cences ! Then  I conclude  the  caufe  of  the 
diforder  called  the  Plague  mufl  be  an  acid  ! 
A malignant  acid,  if  you  pleafe,  or  a be- 
nignant acid ; for  I fancy  that  the  quantity, 
or  force  of  the  acid,  without  any  particu- 
lar property  even,  might  be  equally  deadly 
it  depending  upon  the  violence  of  its  ac 
tion.  As  in  eiedtrical  operations,  you  will 


RELATING  TO  EGYPT. 


133 


find  a fpark,  or  a ftream  of  fluid,  benig- 
nant ; and  a fuflicient  fhock  of  the  fame 
benignant  fluid,  deftruCtive.  The  danger 
may  be  in  the  quantity  ! But  let  it  be  ma- 
lignant in  its  eflence,  that  is  not  the  quef- 
tion  : The  queftion  is — Is  it  an  acid  ? 


The  effeCt  of  acids,  is  inflammation ! 
The  Plague  has  this  character  ! 


s 

Then,  have  acids,  or  the  flame  they 
produce,  any  obfervable  predilection  for  one' 
body  more  than  for  another  ? The  eleCtric 
fluid  will  quit  one  body  to  fly  to  another ! 
Is  it  from  a natural  endeavour  in  fluids  to 
eftabliffi  an  equilibrium  in  all  things  in  affi- 
nity with  them,  that  they  will  leave  a body 
already  saturated,  to  fly  to  another;  or  is  it 
a predilection  for  one  body  more  than  for 
another  ? 


It  may  be  either : If  the  caufe  of  the 
difeafe  is  pleafed  to  leave  the  fuffering  body 
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to  fly  to  another,  from  whatever  impulflon 
it  is,  the  evil  is  cured  : Remove  the  caufe, 
and  you  remove  the  elded. 

But  this  is  proper  to  the  electric  fluid: 
Is  the  eledric  fluid  an  acid  ? 

If  the  character  of  acids  is  to  inflame, 
the  eledric  fluid  will  inflame  ! Try  it  with 
gunpowder,  and  fee  how  it  will  explode  ! 
It,  therefore,  has  the  charader  of  acids. 
Then  acids,  by  the  fame  rule,  fhould  have 
the  charader  of  the  eledric  fluid  : that  is, 
to  fly  from  one  body  to  another  : but  the 
Reader  will  tell  me,  there  are  volatile  acids . 

Why  all  this  labour  to  prove  it  ? 

; ; * • * * " / 

Then  what  are  the  prediledions  of  acids  ? 

• * * • '•*••••’  *_  ~ . 

■;  ‘ * • ' • r i s j . d.  ii  *.*■ 

If  we  conflder  acids  in  their  effeds  on 
other  bodies,  they  produce  inflammation  ! 
And  what  are  the  prediledions  of  flame? 
Whv,  generally  fpeaking,  to  all  oleaginous 

fub  fiances  1 
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Bat  flame  will  communicate,  and  ex- 
pand itfelf,  without  abandoning  its  original 
prey.  To  prove  that  flame  delights  in  oil, 
and  will  make  efforts  to  get  at  it,  is  proving 
nothing  to  our  intent.  The  caufe  remains 

4 

where  it  was.  We  muff  get  rid  of  the 
caufe; 

t 

'M  » - / • •.  ✓ 

But  in  Flame  that  will  communicate, 
there  muff  exift  its  adlive  principle,  an  acid. 
And  if  Flame  is  fo  fond  of  pils,  its  necef- 
fary  caufe,  its  companion,  its  parent  can 
have  no  averflon  from  them  ! 

a:Mr  ;ii 

This  difquifltion  led  me  to  make  an 
experiment  ; and  in  a glafs  I put  fome  pure 
olive  oil,  and  over  it,  on  the  glafs,  at  a 
diftance  of  half  an  inch  at  leaff,  I put  a 
lemon  perfedl,  and  almoff  mature.  And 
in  a few  hours  I had  the  fatisfadlion  to  fee 
the  acid  of  the  lemon  trickling  down  the 
glafs,  and  mixing  with  the  oil ; and  in 


2 
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about  eight  days  the  lemon  had  almofl  ex- 
haufted  itfelf  of  every  drop  of  its  juice. 
I have  always  fucceeded  in  this  experiment, 
but  with  great  diverlity  as  to  the  time,  from 
diverfity  of  feafon,  and  quality  of  the 
fruit. 

/ / 

J had  now  an  evidence  of  the  predilec- 
tion of  the  acid  for  an  oil  : and  fo  ftron? 

O 

a predilection,  that  it  would  quit  its  natural 

i 

body  to  intermix  itfelf  with  this  ftranger. 
Thefe  things  may  be  common  to  profeffors 
in  Chymia : So  much  the  better ; they 
will  be  the  readier  to  approve  me.  But  I 
have  found  them  only  now  in  the  way  to  my 
purpole. 

What  remained  to  be  done  now,  but  to 
try  the  experiment  Cm  the  Plague  itfelf.  An 

i 

opportunity  foon  offered. 

• / 

My  oppofite  neighbour  being  at  his 
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window,  looked  afflidted,  I afked  him  what 
ailed  him  ? He  told  me  that  a young  man, 
his  relation,  in  a part  of  the  fame  building 
he  inhabited,  was  Struck  with  the  Plague. 
“ Anoint  him  with  oil,”  faid  I,  “ and  he 
will  do  well.”  He  had  no  opinion  of  the 
oil,  and  did  nothing.  The  next  day  I 
questioned  him,  “ Well,  how  is  your  re- 
lation ? Have  you  anointed  him  ?” — e<  No  : 
he  is  better!”  It  was  falfe : the  man  was 
worfe.  The  third  day  in  the  evening  I 
faw  him  again  ; he  was^  crying : — “ What 
is  the  matter  with  you  ; is  your  relation 
dead?” — “ No ; but  he  is  very  ill  ; he  is 

dying  !” — “ Anoint  him  with  oil,”  I faid  to 

- 

him  again  : what  do  you  rifk  ? — “ Oil  is 
heating,  he  replied. — <c  Heating  or  cool- 
ing,”  I faid,  “ would  you  have  the  man 
cue  ? try  it.  And  he  left  me,  and  went 
and  faw  that  his  relation  was  anointed : 
And  the  next  day  the  man  was  free  from 
pain;  with  a good  appetite,  and  a large 
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tumor  in  his  groin,  but  perfectly  eafy.  I 
ordered  him  to  humedt  frequently  the  tumor 
with  oil;  and  in  eight  days  it  came  to  fu- 
puration,  and  the  man  is  now  walking  in 
the  flreets.  This  being  promulgated  among 
the  neighbours,  another  infebted  perfon 

tried  it,  and  was  cured  ; and  then  another, 

\ 

and  another,  to  the  number  of  feven,  whofe 

names  I poliefs,  and  whofe  bleffings  I 

/ ' . 

• V N ' 

enjoy. 

» i 

Here  then  are  evidences  for  my  prin- 
ciple, which  is,  “ That  the  peftilential 
“ humour  which  caufeth  the  difeafe  called 
ec  the  Plague  is  an  acid,  and  that  it  will 
<e  quit  the  human  body  to  By  to  the  oil 

€€  which  it  prefers.” 

» 

Or  if  that  preference,  or  prediledtion 
is  not  the  principle  of  its  adtion,  (i.  c.  le 
mot  a la  chofe)  let  it  be  that  the  acid  having 
naturally  a prppenfion  to  intermix  itfelf 
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with  all  bodies  in  contact  with  it,  or  within 
the  reach  of  its  a&ivity,  endeavouring  air- 
ways at  an  equilibrium,  paffeth,  like  the 
ele&ric  fpark,  from  the  human  body  into 
the  oil ; and  of  courfe  eafeth  the  body  of 

r 

that  exceeding,  which,  from  the  effervef- 

cence  it  occaiioned,  was  the  caufe  of  the 

\ 

"pain. 

But  the  evidence  of  feven  is  too  fmall, 
in  a matter  of  fuch  confequence  to  the 
World,  to  obtain  implicit  belief.  But 
any  evidence  at  all,  in  a matter  of  fuch  con- 
fequence to  the  world,  ought  to  make  us 
anxious  not  to  lofe  it ; therefore  I fay  let 
more  try  it.  Seven,  it  may  be  prefumed, 
might  have  recovered  without  help.  Have 
not  many  fevens  recovered  ? Yes  : I give  it 
that  more  may  be  tried.  Let  my  argument 
fland  for  nothing  : But  in  truth,  the  only 

ieven  that  did  try  it  recovered  : Let  more 

• 

try  it.  If  the  principle  is  good,  it  will 


140  HISTORICAL  RECOLLECTIONS 

i 

/ 

prove  its  virtue , and  if  not,  what  rifle  is 
there  in  the  operation,  to  a man  infedted 
with  the  Plague  ? ' . 

There  is,  however,  a ftrange  perverfe- 
nefs  in  the  human  character.  Many, 
whole  friends  were  in  the  agonies  of  death, 

have  been  recommended  to  try  it ; and  they 

/ ■ 

have  anfwered,  “ What  can  oil  do  ?”  And 
their  friends  have  died  ! Others,  “ fo  many 
great  Dodlors  have  pronounced  the  evil 
beyond  their  fkill,  and  is  it  now  to  be  cured 
by  oil  ?”  And  they  too  have  devoted  their 

friends  to  the  public  conceit. 

, ■ \ 

But  this  is  not  the  only  inftance  of  mor- 
tal difeafes  being  cured  by  oil  i Should  I 
fay,-  <f  Difeafes  that  would  have  been  mor- 
tal  without  it  ?” 

I have  fried  it  on  five  rats  flung  one  by 
one  by  a Scorpion.  The  firfl  fwelled  to  a 
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great  fize,  and  appeared  to  be  near  dead. 
I poured  fome  pure  oil  upon  him,  and 
he  recovered,  and  in  a few  minutes  ran 
away. 

/ 

But  he  might  have  recovered  without 

i 

the  oil,  as  people  fay  of  my  feven  perfons 
recovered  from  the  Plague. 

I put  a fecond  to  the  fcorpion,  and  the 
rat  was  flung ; and  I left  him  to  himfelf, 
and  he  died  very  foon.  Then  I prefumed 
that  the  former  had  been  cured  bv  the  oil. 

I tried  another,  and  cured  him ; and 
another,  and  he  died.  And  another,  and  he. 
was  cured. 

i " I ^.4 

V 

There  was  that  virtue,  therefore,  in  the 
Oil,  or  that  predile&ion  in  the  malignant 
humour  which  the  Bing  infufed  for  the 
oil,  as  to  draw'  it  from  the  body  and  avert 
the  poifon. 
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If  the  Plague  is  abfolutely  communi- 
cated by  contact,  or  by  a fpark  emitted 
from  the  body  at  any  difiance,  why  may 
not  this  contagion  be  affimilated  to  the 
pun&ure  of  a fcorpion,  or  to  the  flinging 
of  a nettle  ; fince  acids  are  fuppofed  to  be 
little  pointed  bodies,  fitted  to  enter  the  par- 
ticles they  affail  ? There  mufl  be  fomething 
Very  refembling  in  the  characters  of  thefe 
evils  : The  poifon  of  the  fcorpion,  and  the 
malignity  of  the  Plague  having  fuch  an 
aflonifhing  a&ivity  in  contaminating  the 
whole  mafs  of  the  blood,  and  are  almofl 
equally  deadly  in  their  effects.  Then  fhould 
it  furprife  that  the  fame  remedy  fhould  be 
efficacious  in  both. 

I have  applied  oil  to  my  foot  in  fits  of 

. i / 

the  Gout,  and  have  appeafed  the  pain,  and 
abated  the  inflammation  almofl  inflantly, 
without  fufFering  a return.  It  is  now  fix 
years  fince  I have  ufed  it  in  fits  of  the  Gout 
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with  never-failing  fuccefs.  I have  many 
witneiTes  to  this  truth,  and  do  confider  it  as 
an  infallible  cure  for  the  gout,  as  foon  as  it 
has  refolved  itlelf  into  an  inflammation  ex- 
ternally. 

I knew  of  this  fo  long  ago,  but  certainly 
never  thought  of  it  when  my  mind  began  to 
be  occupied  with  this  fearch  after  a remedy 
for  the  Plague.  When  I adopted  it  origi- 
nally in  the  Gout,  I did  it  merely  to  feek  a 
momentary  relief  from  pain,  having  con- 
ceived that  the  fenfory,  being  flrctched  by 
the  fwelling  bevond  its  natural  bearing  was 
the  reafon  of  its  futFering  pain,  and  that  it 

might  be  mitigated  by  relaxing  the  fkin 
with  oil.  / 


Upon  the  fir  ft  applications,  and  upon 
moie  recent  occallons,  when  the  inflamma- 
tion has  been  very  violent,  I have  obferved 
the  oil  to  froth,  and  even  to  hiss  as  cyder 
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or  champaign  will  do  when  opened,  and 
intermixing  with  the  air  : but  it  only  {truck 

me  then  as  fomething  extraordinary,  and 

% 

my  inquiry  went  no  deeper. 

I underftand  it  better  npwT,  and  am  per- 
fuaded  that  this  frothing  and  hiding  were 
the  effe&s  of  the  acid  leaving  the  inflamed 
part,  to  coaleice  with  the  oil,  and  pro- 
ducing thereon,  by  its  adtion,  this  evident 
fermentation.  There  being,  as  Newton 
has  faid,  “ an  acid  in  every  fermentation.” 
And  as  the  world  will  conclude,  conle- 
quently,  in  almoft  the  fame  words  with 
me,  tc  No  fermentation  without  an  acid. 

I have  faid  enough  ; being,  as  I believe, 

• . » 

\ 

to  the  purpofe. 

* ♦ A i i ' 

My  Recipe  therefore  is  : 

“ As  foon  as  the  firfl  fymptoms  of  the* 

6 , 
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Plague  appear,  to  anoint  the  whole  body 
with  pure  olive  oil ; for  though  the  doctrine 
of  this  remedy  feems  to  apply  more  efpe- 
cially  to  the  ftage  of  the  diforder  in  which 
the  tumors  appear,  yet  the  crifis  of  the' 

m 

greater  danger  laying  between  the  attack 
and  its  attainment  to  this  ftage,  it  may  be 
fatal  to  wait  for  the  appearance  of  tumors. 
And  befides,  its  efficacy  is  likely  to  be  more 
certain  in  this  cafe  than  the  other. 

When  the  Tumors  appear,  there  needeth 

> . , 

little  more  attention  than  to  humedt  them 
frequently  with  oil. 

$ ' 'V  \ ■ _ ' , 

, I I *■  \ 

t 

(%l  « 

And,  I believe,  that  people  having 
anointed  their  bodies  with  oil,  will  find  it  to 
be  a prefervative  againd:  the  infedion,  and 
may  attend  their  friends  without  apprehen- 
fion  of  danger.*' 

✓ 

George  Baldwin, 
Alexandria,  1791. 
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Now  that  I prefent  this  to  your  Excel- 
lency, volumes  have  been  published  of  the 
efficacy  of  oil,  in  peftilential  cafes  efpecially, 
and  in  many  cafes  of  difeafes  bearing  any 
analogy  to  them,  1801.  The  candour  of 
the  medical  faculty  in  attefling  to  the  virtues 

of  olive  oil,  and  in  recommending  it  to  trial, 

% 

even  by  publications  in  England,  demand 
my  fincereft  acknowledgements  and  profef- 

• i 

fions  of  gratitude. 
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LETTER 


TO 


JOHN  BALDWIN,  ESQ. 


MY  DEAR  COUSIN, 


What  changes  and  what  miracles  are 

brought  to  pafs  by  a lapfe  of  fifteen  years 

\ — 

of  time  ! I have  enquired  of  your  whole 
courfe,  and  hear  that  you  too  have  had  your 

viciffitudes  of  bitter  and  fweet.  I left  you 

, % 

a boy,  and  now  find  you  with  a military 
rank  and  fame  to  be  fpoken  of  with  pride 
by  your  friends,  and  with  honour  to  your- 
felf.  I have  received,  great  fatisfadtion  in 
thefe  accounts,  for  you  may  remember  that 
I was  a very  frequent  vilitor  in  your  family, 
and  was  at  home  among  wyou  familiar,  as 
nothing  but  a very  fincere  affedtion  could 
make  me.  Now  you  are  fending  me  in- 
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\itations  to  come  and  fee  you  at  Winchef- 
ter,  telling  me,  by  way  of  inducement, 
that  you  have  a room  and  comfort  to  offer 
to  me.  I thank  you'  forthefe  proofs  of  un- 
equivocal regard  for  me ; but  coming,  as 
1 do,  from  the  rude  and  arduous  fcene  of 
war,  where  ffones  are  foftened,  by  our  fenfe 
of  glory,  into  pillows  of  down,  believe 
me,  my  dear  friend,  the  room  and  comfort 
I fhould  look  for  in  coming  to  you  would 
be  no  where  but  in  your  heart,  and  in  my 
own  defire  to  meet  you  : and  I would  come 
immediately,  but  I am  become  fo  impor- 
tant to  the  world  by  the  information  I 
bring  from  Egypt,  that  I cannot  command 
an  hour  of  time.  The  eagernefs  of  the 
Publick  to  know  (and  the  tribute  of  juftice 
due  to  the  brave  Army  of  Egypt,  to  let 
the  publick  know)  what  Britifh  valour  . 
can  accomplish,  engages  me  all  the  day 
long  : I am  overwhelmed  by  the  carefies 
of  the  publick  for  telling  the  tale.  You 
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have  entreated  your  father  alfo  to  let  you 
partake  of  this  tale*;  and  confulting  no- 
thing but  my  anxiety  to  oblige  you,  for- 

* 

geting  that  you  are  of  military  aiftinChon, 
I haflily  promifed  to  tell  it  to  you  myfelf, 
and  he  as  haftily  bound  me  to  my  under- 
taking - 

Therefore,  Sir,  you  are  to  know,  that 
the  expedition  to  Egypt  being  refolved  and 
ordered  by  Government,  and  the  whole 

force  aflembled  at  Minorca,  the  Comman- 

/ 

i 

ders  in  Chief,  recollecting  that  fuch  a man 
as  G.  B.  had  been  known  to  have  redded 
many  years  in  Egypt,  and  might  be  pre- 
fumed, of  courfe,  to  poffefs  much  local 

and  otherwife  ufeful  information  about  that 

» 

country ; and  hearing  that  he  was  foine- 
where  in  Italy,  took  the  determination  to 
fend  a cutter  to  find  him  out ; and  being 
found  at  Naples,  letters  were  prefented  to 
me  from  Lord  Keith  and  General  Aber- 

I r " 

/ 

‘ 4 
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crornby,,  requesting  me  to  accompany  the 
expedition,  as  deeming  the  knowledge  and 
experience  (which  they  were  fo  good  as  to 
lay  they  well  knew  I polfelTed  of  that  coun- 
try) effential  to  its  good  fuccefs.  This  was 
an  honour  that  could  admit  of  no  excufe. 

■4  - • . 

/ 

I had  retired  from  the  world,  indeed, 
fatigued  with  long  fervice  and  unavailing 
fuccefs  re  feeding  my  own  fortunes ; and 
having  no  other  with  (refigned  as  1 was  to 

J ~ N V 

an  obftinate  fate)  than  for  tranquillity  and 
peace. 

It  was  a profped,  however,  very  far 
from  tranquillity  and  peace  that  now  opened 
upon  me : but  I was  called  upon  by  my 
country  j and  what  Englishman  could  be 
deaf  to  fuch  a call  ? It  was  too  proud  a 
distinction  for  anv  man  to  be  deaf  to  j and  I 

w 

heard  her  voice  and  obeyed  it.  I am  now 
glad  that  I obeyed  it  \ for  I have  been 
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rewarded  for  my  pains.  I have  feen.  Sir, 
fuch  adicn,  fuch  honour,  fuch  enterprife, 
fuch  heroifm,  as  are  treafures  to  my  mind  ! 
fuch  eternal,  inexhauftible  t eafures  of  de- 
light to  my  foul,  as  make  all  .other  trea- 
fures cheap  to  me ! Oh,  that  I could  do 

juflice  to  the  tale  ! — I fhall  attempt  it. 

* 

I had  the  happinefs  to  embark  with 
Captain  Ogle,  of  his  MajeAy’s  frigate. 
Greyhound  ; an  officer  highly  diftinguifli- 
able  for  his  adivity  in  his  publick,  and  his 
generofity  and  politenefs  in  his  private  Na- 
tion ; and  in  nine  ays,  to  fay  on  the  iSth 

of  December,  we  joined  the  fleet  and  army 
at  Malta. 

■\Y  •"  '•  . 1 < , 

Lord  Keith  would  have  me  remain  with 
his  Lordfliip  on  board  the  Foudroyant,  and 
, I COuld  n0t>  of  courfe,  fay,  no.  But  Ge- 
neral Abercromhy  would  alfo  have  had  me 
with  him  j and  I told  him  that  my  idea  was 
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tli'dt  my  proper  flation  would  De  to  be  with 
the  army,  but  that  Loid  Keith  had  fixed 
me  with  his  Lordfhip,  and  that  I ftiould  be 
at  the  difpofal  of  either,  whenever  they 
might  have  occafion  for  my  fervices. 

S 

I remained  with  Lord  Keith,  on  hoard 
the  Foudroyant ; and  on  the  19th  of  De- 
cember, we  failed  for  IVIamonce.  Wc  took 
a French  veffiel  on  our  paffage,  bound  from 
Alexandria  to  Marfeilies,  having  fome  offi- 
cers, paffiengers,  on  board.  We  got  fome 
information  from  her,  concerning  their 
force  at  Alexandria ; and  in  nine  days,  to 
fay  on  the  28th  of  December,  we  anchored 
at  Mamorice.  This  is  part  of  the  ancient 
kingdom'  of  Caria,  famous  for  Artimiiia,. 
their  queen  who  raifed  that  flu  pend  ous 
monument  to  Maufolo,  her  ceceafed  Loul, 
from  which  all  future  fepulchial  edifices 
took  the  name  of  Mauloleums.  It  is  on 
the  coald  now  called  Caramania. 
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I was  employed  on  the  pafiage,  noting 
(by  General  Abercromby’s  defire)  whatever 
might  occur  to  me  relative  to  the  objed  of 
the  expedition ; and  upon  our  arrival  at 
Mamorice,  I prefented  them  to  him  for  his 
ufe  and  approbation.  Thefe  will  be  found 
in  the  preceding  pages. 

Why  we  fliould  affemble  at  Mamorice, 
was  faid  to  be  to  concert  meafures  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte ; to  purchafe  horfes  to 
mount  our  cavalry ; to  colled  fhips  to 
tranfport  them  ; to  procure  Turkifih  gun- 

t 

boats  to  cover  our  landing ; and  velTels  of 
lighter  burthen  to  enter  the  lakes. 

It  took  up  to  the  23d  of  February  to 
efreduate  thefe  purpofes.  Mean  while  the 
fick  were  put  on  fhore,  and  various  en- 
campments formed.  Alternately,  the  whole 
army  was  on  fhore,  paraded  and  refrefhed. 

I faw  them  frequently,  and  fufficiently  ob- 
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ferved  them  to  augur  well  of  their  under- 
taking; and  to  conclude  decifively  in  my 
own  heart,  that  they  would  infallibly  con- 
quer. 

t i 

/ \ 

When  many  of  the  officers  have  faid 
t0  me— Baldwin,  whatydo  you  think  of  it  ? 

i ’ - ■ 

The  French  will  beat  us  ! (meaning  irqni- 
cally):  and  I have  faid — No!  The  French 
beat  thefe  men  ? — No  ! \ ou  will  conquer, 

X 

if  you  'will  conquer.  And  they  have  faid 
then  we  will  conquer,  pleafe  God. 

* • v • ' 

Pcjfunt  quia  pojje  videntiir. V i R g i l . 

For  they  can  conquer  who  believe  they  can. 

Dryden. 

It  is  rather  a melancholy  refle&ion, 
however,  that  whilft  we  were  devoting  out 
time  to  the  purpofes  mentioned,  at  Mamo- 
rice,  the  French  were  getting  reinforce- 
ments  of  men  and  ammunition  into  Alex- 
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andria ; and  otherwife  encreafing  the  difH- 

■ f\  ( f >4^. 

# culty  of  our  enterprife  beyond  the  meafures 
we  could  poffibly  acquire  to  overcome 
them. 

i 

„ > v 

% 

But  the  day  came  at  length  for  our  depar- 
ture from  Mamorice,  and  the  army  failed, 

. . v ‘ ' • * •- 

impatient  and  glad,  and  full  of  fpirits,  to 

bring  the  queftion  to  an  iffue. 

. . 

;w';  .» 

It  was  on  the  23d  day  of  February  that 
we  left  Mamorice,  with  a flrong  Northerly 
gale,  and  fair.  The  whole  fleet  and  convoy 
got  fafe  out,  and  a very  formidable  affem- 
blage  we  difplayed.  On  the  paffage,  how- 
ever, our  gale  increafed  too  much  for  our 
* - . \ 

convoy  of  Greeks  and  Turks  to  perfevere 
in,  and  they  deferted  us  to  a man  ! So  that 
upon  our  arrival  at  Abou kir,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  we  were  the  fame  infufficient 

force,  (if  fuch  a word  can  apply  to  fuch 

- ' rnr  ■ • v : ' 
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an  army)  with  which  we  departed,  nine 
weeks  before,  from  the  lfland  of  Malta. 


Nothing,  however,  could  difmay  us. 
Let  us  land  ! was  the  univerfal  cry.  Let 
us  finifii  it  1 To  death  or  vidtory  ! 

But  on  the  day  we  arrived,  although 
very  fine,  we  could  not  be  prepareo  to  land  > 
and  on  the  next  day,  there  came  on  another 
fevere  gale  of  wind,  and  made  it  impofiible 
for  us  to  think  of  attempting  to  do  any 
thing  until  the  feventh  of  March.  In  this 
interval  of  time,  the  French  had  oppoi- 
tunity  to  colledt  all  the  fcattered  divifions 
from  the  country,  to  {Lengthen  their  oppo- 
fition  to  our  landing  ; and  we  had  the  mor- 
tification to  fee  them  pals  unintei  rupted, 
'every  day  along  the  beach  towaids  Ajaou-. 
kir.  Bat,  at  length,  the  wind  abating, 
the  General  was  enabled  to  go  in  a boat 
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to  reconnoitre  the  fhore,  and  to  determine 
upon  the  fcite  fitted:  for  landing.  Sir  Sid- 
ney Smith  took  the  fame  opportunity  to 
reconnoitre  the  lakes,  and  in  three  armed 
launches  aflailed  a battery,  took  a block* 
houfe  defended  by  fifty  men  on  fhore, 
boarded  a guard  boat  at  the  entrance  of  the 
AbouKir  lake,  and  alter  afcertaining  certain 
points  of  fervice,  returned  with  a Chief^dc- 

T» 

Brigade  captive,  an  afs,  and  a Fellah,  its 
driver,  to  the  , unlpeakable  amufement  of 
the  whole  fleet.  Trivial  as  this  event  ap- 
peals, it  had  enough  m it  to  engage  the 
fpirit  and  excite  the  emulation  of  the  whole 
army  : every  man  wiflied  to  have  been  of 
the  party : it  gave  a glee  to  our  prepara- 
tion for  the  next  day. 

”1  he  orders  were  given.  The  men  were 
to  be  in  the  boats  by  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  eighth  j and  upon  the  flgnai 
of  a rocket  fired  into  the  air  from  the 
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r 

Admiral’s  fhip,  the  whole  were  to  be  put 
off  towards  the  fhore. 

The  rendezvous  was  appointed  to  be 
within  the  armed  veffels  Rationed  to  cover 
the  landing  ; and  here  the  boats  were  to 

form,  and  take  their  order  for  proceeding  to  ; 

the  lhore. 

/.  'i 

The  portion  of  this  rendezvous  rela- 
tively to  the  coaft,  or  fcite  appointed  for 
the  general  difembarkation,  may  be  de- 
fcribed  to  be  within  the  arch  of  a circle, 
whofe  bale,  on  a line  (of  about  three  miles 
in  length)  drawn  from  one  extremity  to 
the  other,  would  be  about  a mile  from  the 

1 

lhore;  as  for  example: 


■ 1 


A 


a Aboukir  Cattle*  ---Batteries  erettedon  the  Sand-hiUs0 
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Within  the  line  reprefenting  the  bafe, 
were  Rationed  the  brigs  of  war  and  bomb- 
veffels  deftined  to  cover  the  landing.  The 
Mondovi,  commanded  by  Captain  Stewart, 
was  the  centre  fhip  of  thefe  3 and  here  did 
I a Ik  leave  to  be,  to  look  at  this  eventful 

fcene. 

The  rocket  was  fired,  and  the  boats  put 
off  from  the  Chips.  I foon  after  got  into 
mv  boat,  and  on  my  way  came  up  with 
and  palled  the  whole  divifion  of  the  army 
in  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  boats,  and 
numbering  nearly  fix  thouland  men. 

You  will  have  anticipated  my  reflec- 
tions upon  this  fcene.  The  filence  of  the 
night,  and  the  folemnity  of  the  bufinefs, 
palling  along  a fpace  of  fix  miles  towards 
the  fhore,  and  amid  this  forefi:  of  fhips, 
will  naturally  difpofe  one  to  many  of  thofe 

ferious  reflexions,  on  the  wonderful  call 

... an 
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and  compofition  of  men  ; which,  particu- 
larly at  an  hour  fo  full  of  doom  to  thou- 
fands  of  us,  will  irrefiftibly  intrude  upon, 
and  poffefs  the  mind. 

You  fee  me  in  a boat,  enveloped  by  the 
fable  mantle  of  the  night,  fhrugged  up  to 
keep  the  cold  from  me ; my  eyes  turned  up 
to  the  rich  befpangled  heaven  of  Egypt, 
feeing  the  wonderful  hand  of  the  Creator 
in  every  orb  ; his  omnipotence  prefent  to 
my  mind  : nothing  heard  in  this  folernnity, 
but  the  difmal  murmur  of  oars,  thoufands 
of  oars  dipping  in  the  fea,  pulling  eager 
and  hafty  to  deftrudiion  ! And  that  I fhould 
be  among  them,  amid  this  tumult  of  war  ! 

i 

relu&ant  to  war,  and  ru filing  among  the 
foremofb  into  the  horrors  of  it  ! unaccount- 
able defliny  of  man  ! 

X 

I 

Ah  ! but  ambition  muff  have  bounds  ! 
If  ambition  were  to  have  no  bounds,  am- 
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bition  would  overawe  the  world  ! Then 
who  fhall  check  ambition  but  the  fons  of 
freedom  ? But  who  fhall  be  worthy  of  fre- 
dom,  but  the  virtuous  ? But  who  fhall  fpurn 
at  the  impertinence  of  Gallic  pride,  but 
Englishmen  ? Then  come  on  ! — To  work  ! 

At  about  day- light,  the  whole  divilion 
were  arrived  at  the  rendezvous ; and  here 
they  were  employed  arranging  their  mili- 
tary requifites  until  eight.  It  appeared,  to 
our  impatience,  long.  The  French  por- 
tion, as  to  extent  and  appearance,  I have 
delineated  , but  fortified  as  it  was,  and  de- 
fended by  four  thoufand  men,  it  might 
have  refilled  the  world.  I wifh  that  I had 
talent  to  defcribe  it  to  you  ; for  having  feen 
the  difplay  of  its  effects  upon  the  landing, 
from  fo  near  and  central  a fituation,  I ought 
to  be  able  to  imprefs  you  with  a proper  idea 
of  its  force.  The  Commander  in  Chief 
faw  it ; but  he  viewed  it  with  as  much 
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calm  as  the  oppofition  feemed  to  be  tterii 
and  difficult  to  furmount : and  there,  where 
there  feemed  to  be  mod;  ttrength,  there  did 
he  determine  to  make  his  attack.  I have 
been  told,  that  it  is  the  charadteriftick  fea- 
ture of  his  military  life  always  fo  to  do  : ai.d 
he  did  it — and  he  did  well ! 

s 

The  hour  for  moving  forward  at  length 
come  ; the  whole  divifion  was  immediately 
in  motion  : the  right  wing  under  the  fire  of 
the  cattle  of  Aboukir ; the  centre,  under 
a fand-hill  near  fixty  yards  high,  in  the 
front  and  centre  of  the  French  polition ; 

and  the  left  wing  on  the  right  of  the 

• % 

French,  leading  from  the  principal  fand- 
hill  to  a low  point,  terminating  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Aboukir  lake.  The  fpaces, 
from  the  extremities  of  the  French  pofitio'n 
to  the  commanding  hill  in  the  centre,  were 
interfperfed  with  inferior  fand-hills ; and  in 
the  intervals  between  thefe  fand-hills  were 
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Rationed  infantry  and  artillery  innumerable, 
to  annoy  us.  All  this  fcheme  of  fortifi- 
cation appeared  to  refer  its  bearings  to  the 
great  fand-hill  in  the  centre,  which,  be- 
tides the  cannon  which  were  mounted  on  it 
* s ■ • '•  ■ ■ 

to  defend  it,  was,  on  account  of  the  natu- 
ral difficulty  in  afcending  a yielding  foil, 

deemed  inacceffible.  » 

n „ . •>  5 » ■ ■ * ■ 

Under  this  amphitheatre  of  hills  and 
hillocks,  forming  gradations  which  may 
be  compared  to  the  feats  in  thofe  amazing 
ftruciures,  and  on  which  cannon  at  frequent 
distances  all  around  were  placed,  as  well  as 
men  to  annoy  us,  did  our  brave  army  ad- 
vance. Not  a Frenchman  was  to  be  feen  ; 

. ''  i -»  * * ■ ‘ * 

not  in  any  array,  nor  on  the  beach  ; but  by 
health  from  their  concealments.  Our  fiat 
boats,  with  about'  fifty  men  in  each,  were 
preceded  by  armed  launches,  to  check  the 
fire  of  the  enemy ; but  they  buffered  our 
boats  unmolefted  to  advance,  until  the 
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whole  divition  was  within  the  arch  of  the 
circle  already  defcribed ; then  opened  fuch 
an  hail-ftorm  of  fhot  and  fliells  of  all  di- 
menfions,  frpm  within  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  this  arch,  from  front  and  flanks ; 
fuch  an  hail  ftorm,  I fay,  (for  whoever  faw 
the  effedts  of  a mofl  dreadful  hail- (form 
upon  the  water,  can  alone  conceive  an  idea 

* V 

of  it'l  of  fhot  and  fhells  upon  our  boats,  as 
nothing  but  the  immediate  hand  of  Pro- 

/ 

vidence  could  fave  from  total  fubmer- 
lion. 

Let  a man  figure  to  himfelf  the  effedt 
of  a (ingle  fbell  firiking  the  water  near  a 
boat,  and  the  columns  of  water  it  dailies 
into  the  air  before  it,  and  then  reprefent  to 
himfelf  the  millions  of  thefe  fhot  and  fliells, 
falling  all  around  and  among  our  army  of 
boats,  in  quantity  like  hail ; then  be  af- 
fured  that  only  one  of  this  ocean  of  boats 
was  materially  hurt  by  the  percuffion  of  a 
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fnell ; and  that  none  were  fubmerfed  by 
the  inundation  of  water  upon  them  ; and 
then  let  him  fay,  if  any  thing  but  the  im- 
mediate hand  of  Providence  could  have 

H 

faved  them.  , — 

* -•  * * ' ‘ 

And  let  him  confider,  that  under  this 
ilorm,  which  is  only  confidered  as  tp  its 

* m t ** 

real  effe&s  under  this  incefiant  florm  of 
lliot  and  fhells,  and  grape  and  mifiile  of 
every  denomination,  filling  the  air  with 
cloud,  and  fulphur,  and  fire,  and  thunder, 
and  finoke,  and  all  the  horrors  of  damna- 

tion  fulminating  about  them,  did  our  brave 

* * • / 

army  advance  : yes ! advance  ! But  how 
advance  ? Cooped  up  in  boats  like  fheep  •,  : 
their ’hands  acrofs  upon  their  breads ; in-  o’ 
a&ive,  not  infenfible  of  the  dreadful  lot  to 

which  every  man  was  helplefsly  expofed ; * 

\ 

fiill  undaunted,  undauntedly  advance ; and 
intrepid  and  impatient,  gain  at  length  the  : 

fhore. 

• 3^, 


■■ 
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There  was,  however,  a moment  in 

- — d - - /•  » r a'  * 

this  proceeding  like  a paufe,  a very  awful 
moment ; it  was  the  moment  which  coff 
Major  Ogle  his  life.  I faw  it  from  the 

* ' n f i<  * 

poop  of  the  Mondovi  j and  from  the  pain- 
ful feeling  it  gave  me,  I felt  myfelf  fhrink- 
ing  from  the  horror  of  the  fcene  : It  was 
that  point  when 

— • , . c '•  > 

» • V 

, ' • w 2* 

Gone  fo  deep  in  gore. 

As  dangerous  to  retreat  as  wade  quite  o'er, 

I could  not  conceive  the  reafon  of  this 
paufe.  I was  trembling  at  the  precipice 
which  it  prefen  ted  to  our  affairs  5 when 
obferving  the  beach,  I fancied  that  I faw 
feme  of  our  men  on  fhore : I was  feized 
with  a convulfion  of  joy ; I fhouted — they 
are  on  fhore  ! huzza,  my  boys,  they  are  on 
fhore  ! And  all  our  fhip’s  company  huz- 
zaed ; and  fo  the  next ; and  fo  the  bcat6  : 
it  had  the  effect  of  wildfire ; it  caught  like 
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an  eledfic  (hock;  the  whole  army  Ihouted— . 
huzza!  huzza!  huzza!  huzza!  and  on 

iliore  they  went. 

» 

•m  ' / 

They  formed,  and  up  this  inacceflible 
hill,  General  Moore  at  their  head.  The 
French,  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  were  dag- 
gered with  this  wonderful  audacity  : I faw 
them  hefitate  and  look,  and  turn  afrdej 
then  hop  and  look  again;  not  firing,  as 
they  might  have  done,  with  all  the  fteadi- 
nefs  and, advantage  of  their  fituation  ; but 
having  no  feeling,  but  a fenfe  of  their  dan- 
ger, they  run.  Our  brave  foldiers  gained 
the  fummit,  took  fome  field-pieces  from 
the  enemy,  and  purfued  them  down  the 
hack  of  the  hill  to  complete  difperfion. 

I 

If  you  will  bear  this  pidlure  in  your 
mind /that  is  to  lay,  our  troops  in  poffef- 
fion  of  this  principal  hill  in  the  centre 
(from  being  at  the  bottom  of  the  arch)  in 
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the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  whole  portion,  you 
will  catch  immediately  the  decifive  effects 
of  it ; and  give  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
a merit  in  his  plan  of  attack,  which  to  men 
not  acquainted  with  this  preconception  of 
the  refult,  mud  appear  the  mod  daring, 
the  mod:  dangerous,  the  mod  defoerate  plan 
that  ever  was  attempted  and  executed  in  the 
hidory  of  mankind. 

i 

For  the  centre  hill  carried,  all  the  fup- 
port  of  the  enemy’s  flanks,  referring  to  the 
centre,  was  cut  off  (See  Plan,  page  161)  ; 
and  indead,  they  had  the  Englifh  playing 
upon  them  in  their  rear. 

It  happened  that  in  landing,  our  boats 
took  a direction  which  brought  them  all 
on  the  front,  and  to  the  right  of  the  French 
pofxtion.  I attributed  it  to  the  dreadful 
dre  of  the  cadle  flanking  our  right,  which 
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would  neceffarily  give  them  a tendency  to 
the  left. 

On  landing,  the  enemy  poured  down  in 
torrents  to  the  beach  ; they  even  rullred  into 
the  fea,  and  killed  our  men  in  the  boats  : 
but  our  brave  fellows  were  not  to  be  over- 
come. They  formed  fteadily  as  they  kept 
jumping  on  fliore,  and  fought  under  this 
difadvantage  like  lions.  They  were  charged 
by  a body  of  cavalry;  they  broke  this 
charge,  and  receiving  continual  fuccours 
from" the  boats,  they  forced  the  enemy  to 
give  ground. 

I 

It  was  at  this  moment  of  time  that  our 
right  had  gained  the  hill;  for  although 
there  mull  be  fome  diftance  m the  defcrip- 
tion,  there  was  very  little  in  the  time  of 
the  adlions.  The  French  troops  perceived 
it;  and  fenfible  of  the  check  they  were 
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under  by  this  event,  were  forced  immedi- 
ately to  think  of  a retreat. 

Not  more  than  two  thoufand  of  our 

men  were  on  ffiore,  when  they  forced  the 

• - 

enemy  to  give  ground  : but  every  ftep  was 
fought ; was  gained.  And,  at  length,  a 
victory  (which  will  give  a character  to  our 
army  for  conftancy,  refolution,  ardour,  in- 
trepidity, and  valour,  never  to  be  oblite- 
rated) crowned  their  brow  with  honour. 

I 

t 

,S  ' ’ * . i • * ' ’ * 

If  every  circumftance  could  be  drawn 
of  this  great  day ; if  I could  bring  into 
the  fcene  the  various  efforts  of  a generous 
people : the  feamen ; the  fpirit  of  our 

young  officers,  fome  of  them  only  boys  in 
age ; the  game  they  made  of  the  danger ; 
their  enterprife  in  going  up  to  the  cannon’s 
mouth;  their  effectual,  their  eflential,  their 
diftinguifhed  co-operation,  I could  move 
you,  perhaps,  as  I myfelf  am  moved,  to 
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weep,  but  whether  I fhall  fay  for  joy,  or 
diftrefs,  or  admiration,  or  pity,  or  what  ? 

or  o-ratitude  to  fuch  men  ; or  to  Heaven 

& . ■ 

for  giving  them  victory  ? or  what  ? I can- 

* % 

not  fay:  I feel  it,  and  am  overwhelmed. 
I cannot  defcribe  it  ; for  not  half  the  event- 
ful tale  is  here. 


The  amor  patria ; the  devotion  for  our 
country;  our  national  pride;  our  enthu- 
fiafm  for  fame  ; the  common  caufe  of  man- 
kind in  this  unnatural  war,  are  all  motives 
worthy  of  facnf.ee  ! and  we  have  feen  with 
what  pride  our  countrymen  will  go  to  death 
fo  animated  : but  when  tne  foul  is  fatisfied  ; 
is  left  to  contemplate,  at  leifure,  the  efFedts 
of  thefe  glorious  conflidts  upon  the  defolate 
field ; the  fame  magnanimity  of  fentiment 
converging  from  the  public  to  the  peifonal 
regard  (for  without  pcrfonal  feeling,  no  pub- 
lic virtue  can  inhere)  will  leave  a void,  into 
which  forrow  will  uiurp,  generous  friendly 
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forrow,  and  tinge  the  fpirits  with  grief. 

This  is  a tribute  due  to  exalted  worth  : 

* 

a tribute  which  worth,  if  a man  hath  any 
in  him,  will  indifpenfably  pay  to  worth : 
not  becaufe,  in  our  judgment,  it  ought  to 
be  fo ; but  becaufe  the  eternal  law  of  na- 
ture will  have  it  jo,  It  dignifies  mankind  : 
it  is  well  aeferved  ; well  paid,  to  the  vidtims 
01  this  well-fought  field.  I can  hardly 
quit  the  theme. 

• s 

/ 

The  French  retreated  towards  Alexan- 
dria, and  we  took  up  their  ground  j our 

/ / 

advanced  poll  about  four  miles  from  Abou- 
kir.  We  furrounded  the  cattle,  and  fent 
an  officer  to  fummon  it  ; but  the  French 
Commandant  would  not  even  receive  our 
fummons  : he  fired  a (hot  over  the  officer’s 
head,  to  make  him  retreat.  It  was  of  no 
confequence  to  our  ulterior  defigns  ; we 
prepared  to  befiege  it,  and  occupied  our- 
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felves  with  landing  provifion  and  ammu- 
nition, to  enable  our  army  to  proceed. 

By  night,  the  whole  army  was  on 
fhore.  I returned  on  board  the  Foudroy- 
ant  to  make  up  my  wallet,  to  take  my 
leave  of  the  Admiral,  and  to  beg  to  be 
put  on  fhore  under  command  of  our  glo- 
rious General,  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby. 

* 4 V 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  if  .we  had 
not  availed  of  that  day  to  land  ; the  lform 
arofe  in  the  night,  and  would  have  pre- 
vented us  for  many  days  more.  It  was 
with  infinite  difficulty  that  I could  be  put 
on  board  a cutter  to  be  carried  to  the  ffiore ; 
and,  at  length,  in  landing  I was  completely 
fwamped.  The  fortune  of  war,  faid  I, 
and  walked  away  to  head -quarters.  This 

was  on  the  9 th. 


I found  the  whole  army  difperfed  among 
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the  fand-hills  ; many  occupied  in  making 
hut*  of  the  branches  of  the  palm ; outers 
digging  for  water,  which,  contrary  to  expec- 
tation, was  found  in  plenty,  and  good. 
And  in  fhort,  the  bufy  fcelte  of  warfare  I 
joined,  and  was  received  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief  with  his  ufual  affability  and  kind- 
nefs.  He  faid  to  me— Baldwin,  you  will 
live  with  us  a foldier’s  life  j but  we  fhall 
fare  all  alike.  I faid— General,  I am  ac- 
quainted with  this  kind  of  life  ; I like  it. 
Then  he  faid — I am  glad  of  it;  you  are 
welcome : and  I was  or  his  family,  and 
always  near  him  to  the  laft. 

♦ 

- W V * v „ I ' 

_ r.  ,i  9 * 

Every  effort  was  made,  notwithftanding 
the  gale,  to  land  the  warlike-flores;  provi- 
Tions,  &c.  &C.  &c, ; and  on  the  12th,  in 
the  morning,  we  were  enabled  to  move  for- 
ward, and  in  the  evening  we  came  in  pre- 
fence of  the  enemy*  They  had  taken  a 
very  jftrong  polition  oa  eminences,  and 

N 
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among  fand-hills,  and  plantations  of  palm- 
trees,  which  they  had  fortified’  w^th  innu- 

V 

merable  artillery,  about  four  miles  from  the 
walls  of  the  ancient  city  of  Alexandria, 
Eaftward.  ' The  fea  on  their  left,  and  on 
their  right  the  lake  •,  forming  a front  of 
about  two  miles  and  a half. 

They  had  been  reinforced  by  three  thou- 
fand  men  from  Cairo,  and  where  in  all 
about  feven  thoufand  fighting  men.  They 
had  a body  of  four  hundred  cavalry,  and 
had  flying  artillery,  which  our  army  might 
be  faid  to  be  totally  deprived  of.  Some 
of  our  dragoons,  pitifully  mounted  upon 
Turkifh  horfes,  doing  piquet  duty,  amufed 
themlelves  fkirmifhing  with  the  French 
piquets,  in  the  front  of  both  armies  until 

night. 


We  were  in  numbers  about  fourteen 
thoufand  men,  but  hardly  any  artillery. 
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compared  with  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy ; 

* f 

and  our  cavalry  too  badly  mounted  to  do 

_ i 

any  fervice. 

The  General  determed  to  attack  them 
in  the  morning  following.  The  orders 
were  given,  and  by  day-light  our  whole 
armv  was  in  motion.  I law  it  from  a 

J 

fignal-tower,  clofe  in  the  rear. 

A v { v 1 l J ' i 

* i 

As  cur  army  advanced,  the  French  had 
fcattered  their  riflemen  along  our  front, 
to  pick  off  our  officers,  and  they  did  incre- 
dible execution  ,*  but  the  army  fcill  ad- 
vanced, and  coming  up  to  their  pofls,  there 
opened  fuch  a tremendous  fire  from  innu- 
merable  batteries,  all  along  their  front,  as 
would  feem  impoffible  to  be  affailed.  It 
appeared  to  me  nothing  more  nor  lefs  than 
going  to  unavoidable  (laughter.  But  with 
the  fame  countenance,  the  fame  unfhakeable 
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firmnefs,  they  advanced  to  the  cannon^ 
mouth,  and  conquered  every  thing. 

Sir  Ralph  was  once  in  danger  of  being 
enveloped  by  the  French  cavalry ; but  was 
faved  by  the  lingular  intrepidity  of  the 
ninetieth  regiment,  which  intervened,  and 
were  ready  to  receive  the  charge  of  the 
cavalry  upon  their  bayonets.  The  French 
• rode  up  impetuoufly  to  the  points  of  our 
bayonets ; and  I was  expecting  to  fee  the 
mo  ft*  dreadful  conflidt  enfue ; but  their 
hearts  failed  them  at  the  cribs,  and  round 
to  the  left  they  went  off  as  rapidly  as  they 
came  on:  but  our  brave  foldiers,  in  their 
turn,  affailed,  and  brought  eighty  of  them, 
men  and  horfes  to  the  ground. 

We  drove  them  from  pofition  to  pofU 
tion,  till  they  were  clofe  under  the  walls  of 
Alexandria.  They  were,  however,  very 
regular  in  their  retreating ; and  kept  us  en- 
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gaged  the  whole  length  of  the  day.  They 
were  making  their  laft  ftand  upon  a hill, 
clofe  to  the  walls  of  Alexandria  : the  Gene- 
ral had  ordered  a detachment  of  the  army 
to  turn  this  hill,  and  come  upon  it  in  the 
rear  of  the  enemy,  whilft  the  main  body 
of  the  army  fhould  afcend  it  in  front. 
The  detachment  was  confiderably  advanced 
on  this  fervice,  and  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy  neat*' a bridge  over  the  canal,  whilft 
the  ardour  of  the  main  body  had  carried 
them  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  were  be- 
ginning to  afcend— when,  from  mo- 

tives which  I could  not  judge  of ; but  wife 
motives  no  doubt,  1 much  better  leen  by  a 
Commander  in  Chief  than  by  any  other 
man,  a halt  was  commanded,  and  confequent 
retreat.  In  this  retreat  acrofs  the  fpace, 
now  forming  the  neutral  ground  between 
the  two  armies,  as  they  gravely  marched, 
the  enemy  recovering  from  their  difmay  by 
this  abandonment  of  our  enterprife,  came 
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forward  and  galled  our  brave  troops  mod; 
bitterly. 

I was  in  the  front  of  our  army  at  this 
time,  on  an  eminence,  and  faw  this  fcene, 
and  many  a fhot  came  whittling  by  me. 
It  was  an  afHidting  fcene:  however,  it  ended, 
and  orders  were  given  to  fortify  our  por- 
tion defenfively.  I confefs  to  you  that  my 
blood  chilled  on  hearing  this.  I was  told 
that  the  hill  to  which  the  French  had  re- 
treated was  fortified  impregnably ; that  it 
lay  under  the  fire  of  the  fortified  hill  within 
the  walls.  That  it  could  only  be  taken  by 
regular  liege.  I could  only  fubmit.  I could 
not  argue  againtt  fcience. 

• 

But  I was  of  opinion,  haying  feen  fuch 
a difplay  of  valour,  fuch  brilliancy  of  con- 
dud:,  fuch  unconquerable  enthufiafin,  fuch 
enterprife  in  our  army,  that  we  fhould  have 
purfued  our  fortune  further , knowing,  as 
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I have  had  opportunity  to  know,  that  the 
Frenchman  oncedifmayed  (unlefs  reinforced 
and  with  fuperior  numbers)  is  hardly  ever 
difpofed  to  encounter  his  enemy  again  : 
knowing  that  they  expected  this  reinforce- 
ment foon  from  Cairo,  and  poffibly  as  foon 
from  France — I was  of  opinion,  I fay,  that 
we  fhould  have  purfued  our  fortune  on  that 
day  to  a decifion.  I expreffed  myfelf  fo  to 
many.  I gave  my  opinion  that  we  fhould 
attack  them  by  night.  The  French  can- 
not  bear  an  attack  by  night : they  cannot 
fee  to  diredt  their  artillery  by  night ; and 
they  will  not  ftand  the  charge  of  your 
bayonet.  You  have  conquered  them.  At- 
tack them  by  night,  or  they  will  attack  you 
by  night.  This  was  always  my  language 
when  my  opinion  was  afked.  Other  mea- 
fures  were  adopted,  and  my  buiinefs  was 
to  be  referved. 

prom  this  moment,  the  whole  army 
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was  employed  in  fortifying  our  camp : the 
heavy  cannon  were  brought  on  ffiore.  Some 
Arab  Chiefs,  whom  I had  fent  to  invite, 
came  into  the  camp ; and  from  thefe  we 
o-ot  information  of  the  date  of  the  country, 
and  promifes  of  cattle  and  horfes,  and  pro- 
vifion  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  which  they 
executed  with  great  fidelity. 

^ 4 t 

The  foldiers  were  too  prodigal  of  their 
money,  and  too  eager  to  be  fupplied.  It 
required  regulation.  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby 
begged  of  me  to  undertake  this  talk  ; and 
gave  out  in  general  orders,  that  the  po- 
lice of  the  market  fhould  be  fubjedted  to 
my  diferetion.  I would  do  any  thing  for 
fuch  men.  I put  things  into  a good  train. 
The  market  was  abundantly  fupplied,  and 
the  prices  reduced  to  limits  of  conveniency 
to, all  parties.  The  General  has  laid  fome- 
times  to  the  general  officers  about  him  ; 

The  army,  Gentlemen,  are  greatly  indebt- 
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cd  to  Mr.  Baldwin.”  And  I was  proud  of 

/ V I 

Jiis  approbation. 

i m m 

This  went  on  till  the  19th  of  March, 
when  we  found  an  interruption  in  the  daily 
fupply.  It  was  Menou  approaching  with 
his  army  from  Cairo.  One  Arab  Sheck 
informed  us,  that  he  had  left  Cairo  on  the 
17th,  with  nine  thoufand  men.  Another 
fa  id,  that  he  was  already  at  Damanhur. 
Other  reports  faid,  that  he  had  not  quitted 
Cairo,  for  that  he  was  afraid  of  the  Vizir, 
who  was  arrived  at  Belbeis.  Contradictory 
accounts,  but  enough  in  them  to  give  us 
warning. 

- ...  A 

On  the  20th,  in  the  morning,  at  a great 
di fiance  in  the  lake  Mareotis,  we  faw  con- 
fiderable  troops  of  camels,  and  an  innume- 
rable train  of  animals,  palling  towards 
Alexandria ; but  from  the  haze  and  vapour 

* y 

always  floating  over  the  exhaling  lake,  we 
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were  not  able  to  diftinguilh  what.  It  was 
believed  to  be  Menou,  but  I do  not  know 
jf  any  particular  information  was  obtained 
about  it. 


It  turned  out,  in  faff,  to  be  IVienou, 
with  a reinforcement  of  nine  thoufand  men 
from  Cairo  ; he  reached  Alexandria  at  noon, 
and  the  fame  inftant  tpok  the  command  of 
the  whple  army.  He  made  his  difpofi- 
tioris  for  an  attack  the  next  morning,  before 
day-light;  and  punctually,  on  the  21  ft,  as 
we  were  afteep  came  and  louied  us  by  a 
firing  on  our  left.  -Out  we  jumped  from 
under  our  tents  ; and  looking  to  the  diiec- 
tion  of  the  firing,  we  faw  the  flafhing  and 
heard  the  report  of  mufquetry  all  along  the 
left  of  our  line. 

The  General  immediately  conceived  it 
to  be  a feint.  He  faid — this  is  only  a feint 
but  gave  orders  to  every  one  of  his  aid-de-* 
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camps  to  go  upon  fome  efpecial  fervice, 
I was  left  alone  with  him.  He  kept  faying 
to  me— This  is  only  a feint:  they  only 
mean  to  difturb  us.  And  fo  repeating  for 
five  minutes — it  is  only  a feint.  But  it 
was  the  forerunner  of  a real  attack  upon 
our  front,  from  the  centre  to  the  right, 
with  an  army  of  fourteen  thoufand  men, 
which  at  this  inftant  opened  with  fuch  a 
furious  cannonading  as  to  call  up  all  our 
apprehenfions. 

The  General  fays — it  is  an  attack  upon 
our  rigTit ; give  me  my  horfe  : and  away 

i 

he  rode  to  the  firing.  I accompanied  him 
as  far  as  I could  go  on  foot ; but  was 
very  foon  forced  by  the  cannon- fhot  to 
retreat. 

Our  pofition  in  front  was  along  a line 
drawn  from  the  lake  Aboukir  on  the  left, 
to  the  fea  on  our  right.  From  the  lake  is 
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3 flat  for  about  five  hundred  yards;  then  a 
rifine  ground  for  about  a mile  ; then  a val- 

O o 

ley  of  about  fix  hundred  yards;  then  a 

I 

riling  ground  quite  to  the  fea.  As  for 
example 

'j  ■ ' '■  • ;;A'  \ \',V 


1 An  old  ruin,  2 A battery, — no  building.  3 Pit-holes,  4 Alexandrian  Canal,  5 Lake  Marcot 
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The  fcope  and  jet  of  this  attack  was  to 
cut  off  all  our  referve,  encamped  from  tko 
centre  to  the  right. 

They  had  offered  a Louis-d  or  per  man 
to  any  thoufand  who  would  undeitake  to 
turn  our  right,  and  take  the  battery  which 
defended  it.  Bonaparte  s invincible  legion, 
confiding  of  nine  hundred  men,  volunteered 
for  this  fervice. 

At  the  fame  time  that  thefe  fliould  turn 
our  right,  the  main  body  of  the  French 
arfny  was  to  break  our  line  in  the  centie, 
turn  to  the  left,  and  envelope  our  referve. 
At  the  moment  this'  was  executed,  the 
French  cavalry,  fifteen  hundred  in  number, 
were  to  charge  the  body  to  enveloped,  and 
cut  them  to  pieces. 

The  nine  hundred  of  Bonaparte’s  invin- 
cible legion  fucceeded  in  turning  our  right 
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between  the  walls  of  a large  ruin  and  our 
battery.  They  flormed  the  battery  three 
times — and  were  three  times  exterminated 

A 

to  a man  ! 


Our  referve,  the  forty-fecond  and  twenty- 

* ) 

eighth,  finding  the  enemy  in  their  rear, 
'faced  about  and  charged  them  with  the 
bayonet,  and  drove  them  backward  flep  by 
ftep  into  the  inclofure  of  the  ruin.  Six 
hundred  and  fifty  of  thefe  invincibles  were 
already  extended  upon  the  ground  : the 
remaining  two  hundred  and  fifty  called  for* 
quarter  and  obtained  it.  Not  a man  of 
them  returned  ! — this  was  a bufinefs  of 
twenty  minutes. 

'TiJm , . • t 

At  the  time  this  was  doing,  the  main 
body  of  the  French  army  in  a heavy  column, 
broke  through  our  line  into  the  valley,  and 
forced  along  the  vahey  towards  the  rear  of 
our  camp.  1 he  cavalry  accompanying  this 


2 
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movement,  the  inftant  they  broke  througli 
our  line,  wheeled  to  their  left,  and  di- 
rected their  charge  to  the  rear  of  our 

* 4 * 

referve. 

But  here  too  they  were  difappolnted 
by  a circumflance,  not  prepared  by  us  with 
this  defign,  nor  expected  by  the  French ; a 
circumflance  which,  confidering  the  fliare 
it  had  in  delivering  us  from  a moft  critical 
danger,  will  be  ever  impreflive  on  our 
minds,'  • 

You  carry  with  you  the  charge  of  fifteen 
hundred  cavalry  in  the  rear  of  our  line, 
^nd  its  alarming  effects.  Well ! this  charge 
-Was  broke  by  the  accidental  ftate  of  the 
ground,  over  which  the  cavalry  had  to 
make  their  charge.  It  was  all  over  exca- 
vated into  pit-holes  about  three  feet  deep, 
with  the  fand  raifed  about  the  banks  an- 
other foot  cr  two,  as  conveniences  for  our 
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foldiers  to  deep  in,  before  the  tents  were 
landed  for  this  fervice.  The  French  charged 
over  thefe  holes,  and  were  completely  routed 

in  its  confequences,  three  hundred  of  them 

/ 

perifhed  in  this  adventure. 

Our  referve,  completely  diferigaged  from 
the  moft  imminent  hazard  by  thefe  two 
ever-merhorable  events;  faced  about  ao-ain 

O 

to  the  enemy,  with  the  centre  of  our  army 
in  the  valley,  and  were  in  time  to  do  more 
good  fervice. 

It  was  there  the  Commander  in  Chief 
was  engaged  in  perfon.  As  he  left  me  to 
go  towards  the  cannonading,  he  mu  ft  have 
rode  ftraight  among  the  enemy  already 
broke  into  the  rear  of  our  front ; and  as  it 
was  not  yet  day,  not  being  able  to  diftin- 
guifh  friend  from  foe,  he  undoubtedly  had 
the  misfortune  to  get  embarrafled  amono- 
them.  But  ha  was  extricated  by  the  va- 

O 


1Q4  HISTORICAL  RECOLLECTIONS 

lor  of  his  own  troops.  To  the  firft  foldier 
who  came  up  to  him,  he  faid— foldier,  if 
you  know  me,  don’t  name  me.  He  was 
refcued,  and  at  this  moment  a Frencii 
dragoon,  conceiving  the  prize  he  had  loft, 
rode  up  to  the  General  amid  his  own  guard, 
made  a cut  at  him,  and  not  being  quite 
near  enough,  juft  cut  through  the  coat  and 
waiftcoat,  and  fliirt,  and  with  the  point  of 
his  fabre  only  grazed  the  fkin.  At  the  fame 
moment  the  dragoon’s  horfe  wheeling  about, 
he  brought  him  to  the  charge  again,  and 
made  a fecond  attempt  by  a lunge  ; but  the 
fabre  paffing  between  the  General  s fide 
and  his  right  arm,  which  he  inftantly 
clofed.  The  dragoon  being  at  this  inftant 
lhot  dead,  the  fabre  remained  in  the  Gene- 
ral’s poflefiion.  I was  told  that  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  being  befide  him  at  the  time,  the 
General  made  him  a compliment  of  this 
interefting  arm. 
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About  this  time,  it  was  perceived  that 

A V . » . - t 

the  General  had  been  wounded  in  the  thigh, 
and  was  entreated  to  have  it  examined  ; but 
* — no  ! it  was  a trifle  he  laid,  and  would  not 

for  a moment  difappear. 

flv/o  6 if  I . //•  ■')  - rb  n ' ■"< 

The  conflict  was  very  long  after  this  ; — * 
very  obftinate ; — very  fluctuating; — very 
alarming.  In  fome  parts  our  ammunition 
was  expended : we  had  fome  very  queU 
tionable  moments  as  to  the  refult. 

f k c ^ • f ^ r ^ * r*  • • - ' * ■ r-  « . • i | 

But  the  French,  mofl  probably  wanting 
ammunition  likewife ; wanting  fomething, 
at  leaft,  which  our  brave  army  never  re- 
laxed in  to  the  laft,  retreated. 

Upon  this  event,  the  General  whofe 
exertions  had  kept  him  infenfible  to  his 
Weaknefs,  retaining  the  efforts  of  his  mind, 
giving  way  to  a fentiment  of  reft,  his  fpirits 
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' \ 
feceding  from  their  tTanfport  into  calm  -he 

fainted. 

His  wound  was  examined ; a large  in- 
cifion  was  made  to  extra#  the  ball.  It 
could  not  be  found.  He  was  put  upon  a 
litter,  and  advifed  to  be  taken  on  board  the 
Foudroyant. 

j M v . . ’ . . . . \ ' % a toj  ri  ‘ 1, 

It  was  in  this  Hate  I firfi  met  him 

fince  the  morning.  He  was  in  good  fpirits. 
He  held  his  hand  to  me  from  the  litter — 
Don’t  be  concerned,  Baldwin,  he  faid  to 
me,  I {hail  foon  be  well.  I could  make 
no  anfwer  to  him.  I fet  down  on  the  fand 
to  bewail  our  misfortune. 

In  this  flate,  not  without  hope,  I was 
roufed  by  a foldier  to  fee  the  Frenchmen 
retreat,  and  I walked  up  to  the  front  of  our 
pofition  upon  an  eminence,  and  faw  them 
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gravely  retreating  in  a long  line,  three  deep. 
Acrofs  a valley  of  about  a mile  wide  from 
the  foot  of  our  pofition  to  the  rifing  of  the 
hill  on  which  they  were  encamped,  did 
they  gravely  retreat.  We  returned  them 
their  civility  to  us  on  the  1 3th  ; and  as  they 
difcovered  the  ground  over  which  they  paf- 
fed,  it  was  ftrewed  with  killed  and  maimed. 
They  at  length  reached  the  foot  of  their 
own  hill,  and  faced  about  to  halt.,  I faw 
their  General,  riding  from  left  to  right  of 
their  line,  knocked  down  by  one  of  our 
twelve  pound  fhot,  juft  about  the  centre  of 
the  line.  The  horfe  got  up  again,  but  the 
General  was  killed.  Thus  ended  the 
bufinefs  of  the  21ft. 

Shall  we  paufe,  and  moralize  upon  this 
fcene  ? Shall  we  afk,  can  the  heart  triumph 
at  fuch  a fcene?  It  is  not  that  the  heart 
triumphs  at  fuch  a fcene,  but  that  the  fcene, 
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in  which  our  lives,  our  honour  is  at  ilTue^ 

is  ended  to  our  honour. 

Is  it  no  fubjedt  of  triumph  to  vanquifli, 
rather  than  to  be  fubdued,  rather  than  to  be 
ourfeives  the  victims  in  fuch  a fcene? 
Triumph  is  not  delight ! Tne  heart  can- 
not  delight  in  fuch  a fcene:  but  to  fubdue 
an  enemy,  who  would  have  fubdued  us,  is 
fome  fubjedt  of  confolation.  See  the  coun- 
tenance  of  a man  looking  on  this  fcene:  It 
is  not  joy  that  it  exprefles.  It  is  more  a 
relenting  anxiety  ; more  a folace  from  ar- 
duous care  3 more  a fehfe  of  fecurity  from 
almoft  unavoidable  danger,  than  even  con- 
folation. You  fee  flill  a gloom,  not  yet 
didipated  by  the  confidence  of  the  heart* 
It  is  no  delight.  It  is  a fomething  like  the 

•i  0 

affuaging  of  pain.  It  is  comfort. 

Thefe  victories  make  me  melanchoiv, 

\ ; . . * . 

faid  poor  Sir  Ralph,  when  he  was  corn- 
ea 
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plimented  upon  his  victory  gained  on 
the  13th. 

To  fee  fo  many  brave  men  go  to  death 
for  their  country ; fo  much  the  more  to  be 
admired  ; fo  much  the  more  to  be  regretted ; 

it  does  indeed  make  one  melancholy ; but 

> 

how  are  battles  to  be  won? 

Poor  Sir  Ralph,  under  the  torment  of 
his  wound,  was,  notwithftanding,  always 
more  concerned  about  the  companions  of 
his  affliction.  He  had  been  two  hours 
wounded,  but  would  not  withdraw  from 
the  field.  Knowing  the  value  of  his  pre- 
fence, or  judging  with  equal  certainty  the 
bad  effects  of  his  abience  from  the  army  at 
this,  critical  conjuncture,  he  perfevered. 
Not  till  the  battle  was  won  did  he  yield  to 
the  fentiment  of  his  pain.  When  he  faw 
the  enemy  retreat,  he  fainted.  On  the  28th 
he  died. 
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If  in  the  affiCted  Slate  into  which  I am 
plunged  by  the  recollection  of  thefe  fcenes, 
the  heart  were  free  to  expatiate,  I could 
confecrate  a grateful  tribute  to  his  memory. 
The  victories  he  gained  on  the  8th,  the 
iqth,  and  the  21ft  of  March,  will  eter- 
nize  his  military  fame  ; will  enfure  to  his 
memory  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  If 
thofe  aCtions  are  considered  in  their  feparate 
and  characteristic  offence ; they  will  ftand 

t 

as  models  to  the  world. — The  firft  for  the 
cool  and  undaunted  conduCt  of  the  army 
whilft  going  on  Shore,  under  fuch  an  ex- 

1 

plofion  of  Sire  expo  fed  inactive  in  the  boats; 
and  their  aCtion  and  intrepidity  when  on 

Shore.  The  fecond  for  its -offensive  Skill  and 

- 

operation  ; and  the  third  for  its  defensive 
{land,  and  invincible,  and  unrefiStible  bra- 
very in  repelling  as  dangerous  an  attack  as 
ever  was  attempted,  and  boldly  conducted 
by  the  heft  of  troops,  acknowledged  fo  to 
be  by  their  victories  over  every  other  enemy 


20  i 


RELATING  TO  EGYPT. 

they  had  contended  with,  in  the  known 
world. 

4 * • • 

Dii  o.')  I jiiti/G  /C )’  x»  :i  « ro t* . - >.  •'*  ; 

i 

If  confidered  as  to  their  erFedts,  they 
conquered  Egypt  to  their  country  in  thefe 
three  actions.  They  conquered  the  fpirit 
of  an  exalted  and  dangerous  enemy.  They 
have  difFufed  a fpirit  of  emulation  among 
our  own.  They  have  honoured  us.  The 
Tailors  triumphed  in  the  glory  of  the  army. 
They  rejoiced  with  them.  The  brave  de- 
light in  the  brave! 

The  good  old  Man  being  forced  to  quit 
the  field,  and  head  quarters  (where  I had 
had  fo  long  the  happinefs  to  live)  being 
tranfialed  to  the  fecond  in  Command,  I was, 
by  fome  mifunderftanding,  although  invited 

by  General  Hutchinfon  to  remain,  induced 

. 

to  return  to  the  Foudroyant.  It  appeared 
to  me  alio,  as  to  the  utility  of  my  remaining 
a matter  of  real  infignificance,  iince  it  was 
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evident  that  the  army  fo  ffiaken  by  the 
Ioffes  it  had  fuftained  in  officers  and  men, 
had  been  forced  by  neceffity  into  meafures  of 
merely  defen  live  circumfpe&ion.  The 
French,  from  all  over  Egypt  were  nearly 
concentrated  at  Alexandria,  and  within  a 
line  paffing  in  front  of  the  Britiffi  pofition, 

at  a diffance  of  about  a mile,  from  the 

/ 

B-ofetto  Gate  of  the  ancient  city,  along 
the  Aboukirroad  as  far  as  the  Alexandrian 
Canal,  then  over  a bridge  on  the  Canal  to 
the  edge  of  the  Lake  Mareot:  thence  turning 
to  their  right  along  the  edge  of  the  Lake, 
encompaffing  the  Gardens  on  both  fides  of 
the  Canal  quite  round  the  City,  to  the 
wefiern  environ  of  Alexandria. 

The  front  of  the  Britiffi  army,  feparated 
by  a valley  of  abotn  a mile,  extended  from 
the  Tea  to  where  the  Canal  formed  an  elbow 
turning  rather  acutely  from  an  caff  to  a 
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fouthern  direction,  and  fortified  fince  with 
innumerable  redoubts. 

• ~ • N 

• < t * 

We  poffefs  the  Lakes  Aboukir  and 
Maadie,  and  come  with  our  armed  launches 
quite  up  to  the  left  of  our  front,  and  along 
the  northern  bank  of  the  Canal. 

There  is  little  proipedt  that  the  French 
will,  under  the  prefent  circumflances,  either 
attack  us,  or  we  them,  although  we  are 
reinforced  by  about  five  thoufand  Turks. 
Put  we  have  it  in  our  power,  at  any  mo- 
ment, to  inundate  the  Lake  Mareot,  by  cut- 
ting away  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Canal, 
which  lerve  to  mound  out  the  waters  of  the 
Aboukir  Lake,  higher  in  their  level  than 
the  Lake  of  Mareot,  (now  dry,)  by  feveral 
feet  ; and  of  encompaffing  them  fo  clofely 
by  thefe  waters  as  to  cut  off  their  com- 
munication with  the  interior  of  Egypt,  of' 
courfe  their  fupplies,  and  of  annoying  them 
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forely  by  our  armed  boats,  and  if  ad  vile- 
able  by  frequent  difembarkations  of  our 
troops  at  unexpected  points  all  around  their 
confinement.  This  may  be  done,  I fay;  at 
any  moment  we  pleafe.  But  we  have  it  in 
our  power  indefeafibly,  if  we  mufl  flay  fo 
long  as  Auguft*,  to  cut  off  their  fupply  of 
water  from  the  Nile,  and  without  water, 
you  know,  they  cannot  fubfift.  I think  the 
French  will  be  fenfible  of  this  their  un- 
avoidable term,  and  feek  to  capitulate ; for 
if  the  Turkifh  forces  fhould  accumulate: 
If  the  enthufiafm  of  religion  fhould  rekindle 
the  degraded  fpirit  of  the  multitude  to  re- 
venge. If  they  fhould  (hake  off  the  chain 
of  their  oppreflion  and  arm  to  vengeance : 
What  refpeCt  fliall  rellrain  them  ? Shall  the 
-’sc  ~ .n-  i t.':;  • J 1 /■  ‘ •'  fasvbo1 

•*  Thcfe  reflexions  were  read  by  Mr.  Addington  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  immediately  upon  my  arrival 
• in  England,  in  May,  the  late  intelligence  from  Egypt 
will  fhew  how  corrcX  an  opinion  bad  been  formed  of 
the  profpcX  of  affairs  at  that  time. 
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Englifh  reftrain  them  ? — I think  they  will 
fee  their  danger  and  capitulate. 

I have  carried  this  defcription  to  its  full 
length,  in  order  to  give  you  a token  of  my 
fincere  regard,  and  out  of  refpedt  and  juftice 
to  the  adtors.  A great  deal  of  it  is  copied 
in  fadt  from  letters  I had  written  while  I 
was  yet  in  Egypt  j I could  not  tell  the  fame 
ftory  in  two  ways.  I have  pronounced  that 
Egypt  was  conquered  to  England  in  thefe 
three  memorable  adtions  of  the  8th,  13th, 
and  2 1 ft  of  March.  The  event  will  prove 
to  you  what  value  you  may  afford  to  put 
upon  my  political  judgment.  That  you 
may  fee  that  the  invafion  of  Egypt  was  not 
that  unexpected  event  which  the  world  con- 
ceived it  to  be,  I have  offered  to  your  pe~ 
rufal  what  I wrote  upon  that  fubjedt  fo 
long  as  fixteen  years  ago,  being  called  upon 
to  give  an  opinion  on  the  queftion,  fup^ 
pofing  the  French  could  be  meditating  fuch 
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a defign  ? Igave  it  under  the  title  of  “ Spe- 
culations on  the  Situation  and  Refources  of 
, Egypt.”  It  is  a work  that  is  become  very 
interefting  fince  the  execution  of  that  defign 
has  confirmed  the  notions  I had  given  upon 

•y  , , or 

the  fubjedt  in  the  fulled  extent. 

: ( .>j  ' ■ -fjt  'hi*  ■ < >T)cniSa  -■ 

A great  queftion  is  naturally  opened  by 
thefe  events,  “ Whether  England  ought  tti 
keep  poffeffion  of  Egypt,  after  having  fo 
nobly  gained  it  by  the  valour  of  her 
arms  ??> 

j i - ( "* 

I fee  in  the  contemplation  of  this  fub- 
jedt, a great  deal  to  fay,  why  England  fhould 
keep  it.  But  I fee  no  room  to  hefitate  in 
faying  that  England  cannot,  with  adver- 
tence to  the  fludtuating  date  of  power  in 
Europe,  without  confiderable  wrong  to 
herfelf,  ^entirely  relinquifh  the  poffeffion 
of  it. 
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To  conclude  with  a very  favourite  part 
of  the  flory,  and  though  laft  not  kail  in 
this  hiflory  of  our  achievement  ill  Egypt, 
I have  to  tell  you  that  I was  bearer  of  the 
famous  Standard  of  the  Invincible  Legion  of 
Bonaparte  to  London.  It  is  the  palm  of 
numerous  vidories  gained  by  this  Legion, 
and  which  are  infcribed  thereon  to  their  im- 
mortal honour.  It  was  wrefled  from  its 
brave  inheritors,  by  the  Britifh  on  the 
field  of  the  twenty-firft  of  March,  about 
four  miles  from  the  Rofetto  Gate  Gf 
Alexandria,  after  a gallant  fight,  in  which 
they  began  affailants  and  ended . defendants. 
— Of  nine  hundred  of  thefe  brave  foldiers, 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  were  extended  upon 
the  ground.  The  remainder,  pressed  by  the 
bayonet  of  their  vidors  into  the  inclofure 
of  a ruin,  were  forced  to  cry  for  quarter. 
We  gained  their  Trophy,  and  ever  an 
honourable  Trophy  it  will  be  to  England, 
fmee  it  is  the  achievement  of  greater 
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achievements  ? flnce  it  was  won  from  the 
braveft  warriors  of  the  time. 

/ 

Believe  me  to  be  with  fincere  regard. 
Your  affectionate  Coufin, 

GEORGE  BALDWIN- 

London , 

May  19,  1801. 
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TO  THE 
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RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

HENRY  D U N D A S, 

/ * 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  RETAINING 

EGYPT  UNDER  THE  CONTROUL  , , 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
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LETTER 


TO  THE 

RIGHT  HON.  HENRY  DUNDAS, 

ONE  OF 

his  majesty’s  PRINCIPAL  SECRETAIRES  OF  STATE, 

fcfr.  esff.  &c. 


SIR, 

I N yielding  to  the  general  wifh  of  my 
friends  to  be  informed  of  the  Hiftory,  as 

i 

far  as  I am  able  to  inform  them,  of  the  late 
Invasion  of  Egypt,  and  of  the  circumflances 
which  led  to  it,  and  which  are  likely  to 
arife  out  of  it ; I have  not  hefitated  to  recur 
to  papers,  and  memorials  which  were  written 
at  your  requeft,  and  confequently  owe  their 
exigence  to  your  confideration  and  regard 
for  me.  I do  not  know  if  my  doing  it 
without  your  previous  permission  may  Rand 

in  need  of  an  apology I would  not  have 

\ 

P 2 


212  HISTORICAL  RECOLLECTIONS  ^ 

I 

done  it,  if  I had  thought  so  myfelf,  but  I 
will  give  for  my  apology,  if  I mu  ft  give  an 
apology,  my  motive  ; and  it  is,  “ That  our 
cou  rti'y  may  know  that  fuch  fimple  men  as 
myfelf,  and  their  opinions,  are  not  difre- 
garded  by  Minifters  when  they  treat  of 
events,  however  remote  they  may  seem  to 
be  in  profpedt,  if  they  appear  to  have  any 
verifimilitude  in  argument,  or  foundation  in 
facft.”  And  that  you,  Sir,  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  attend  to  these  opinions  par- 
ticularly when  the  world  was  difpofed  to 
laugh  at  them  ; and  have  availed  of  them, 
as  the  events  have  proved,  to  the  honour 

and  advantage  of  our  country. 

, ,f:  a u : V*,  a r ^ ..  . ' fi 

But,  Sir,  the  political  cauldron  is  com- 
pounding of  greater  events.  More  is  forebod- 
ing: more  (<  hubble  bubble;”  more  “ toil 

O 

and  trouble.”  It  would  require  almoft  ma-  • 
gical  penetration  to  conceive  it. 
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Will  you  allow  me,  Sir,  to  take  up  the 
thread  of  my  difcourfe  from  the  letter  I had 

• ,c  ' • 

begun,  but  could  not  fend  from  Naples; 
and  to  explain  what  I meant  to  fay  when  I 
afferted  that  Bonaparte  had  touched  upon 
the  fubverfion  of  the  Turkifh  Empire,  and 
had  only  failed  of  it  when  he  failed  in  his 

i 

delign  upon  Acri. 

j xi  1 ' ' * - 4 ' ' 

All  Syria  was  fu fpended  by  the  liege  of 
Acri.  The  Mountains  of  Call ra van,  of 
Lebanon,  of  Caffius,  were  never  completely 
fubjugated  by  the  Turk.  The  inhabitants 
are  generally  Maronita  Ghridians.  There 
is  a nation  called  Meteveli,  and  another  of 
Durzis.  They  are  all  of  independent  turn 
of  mind:  are  all  armed  from  the  age  of  boys, 
and  are  governed  by  their  own  Emirs,  or 
Sheicks,  or  Princes.  I have  been  among 
them,  and  was  acquainted  with  Emir 
Ufeff,  and  Emir  Monfur,  and  Sheick  Ali 
Jamblat,  and  many  others.  They  are  all 
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warriors,  loving  athletic  exercises.  They 
may  be  numbered  at  one  hundred  thoufand 
fighting  men. 

O C 

' 

Sir  Sydney  Smith  appears  to  have 
known  their  importance.  He  corresponded 
with  the  chiefs  of  thefe  men.  They  had 
been  perfuaded  by  Bonaparte ; and  Sir 
Sydney  Smith  reclaimed  them  from  the 
courfe  and  purpofe  he  had  engaged  them  to 
adopt.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  encouraged  them 
by  his  conduct.  It  was  the  conduct  of  a 
man  infpired.  People  fpeak  of  the  defence 
of  Acri  as  of  fomething  prodigious:  It  was 
prodigious ! The  Alexander  of  the  day,  with 
his  army  of  conquerors,  was  made  heart- 
sick before  Acri,  by  an  handful  of  Bri- 
tons. Acri,  an  atom  before  fuch  a con- 

i 

queror. 

It  is  very  true:  and  very  fortunate  for 
the  world  that  he  was  sloped  $ for  if  he  had 
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conquered  Acri,  all  Syria  would  have  fub- 
mitted  at  the  fame  inftant  of  time.  The 
Mountains  would  have  declared  for  him, 
and  he  would  have  difpofed  of  the  arms, 
and  of  the  reputation  of  his  con  qu  efts,  to 
fubvert  the  Turkifh  Empire* 

•f  1 nn  r'  1 * ,-f^rp  * \ '«  . I .*  i £ 1’  > 1 A' 

What  would  have  been  his  next  mea- 
fute  ? His  next  meafure  would  have  been  to 
conquer  Alia  Minor.  You  fee  him,  Sii, 
by  the  conqueft  of  Syria,  at  the  defiles  of 

Taurus.  i i 

I know  this  country  too.  I know  it  for 
more  than  thirty  years  to  have  been  in  a 
ftate  of  revolt.  It  is  governed  by  independent 
Agas,  or  Chiefs  of  Diftridts;  revolted  from 
oppression  ; every  man  afferting  and  main- 
taining his  own ; giving  property  and  free- 
dom, and  the  energies  of  freedom  to  his 
adherents  3 and  defending  his  eftates  with 
refolution  and  effect.  In  the  exigencies  of 


✓ 
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war  they  have  made  common  caufe  with  the 
ftate;  they  have  contributed  a quota  of  men 
to  the  war ; but  upon  no  account  have  they 
fuftered  Pafhas,  or  officers  of  authority  to 
come  among  them  to  govern.  They  have 
no  colle&ive  force ; no  concert,  no  co-ope- 
ration, as  to  their  general  in te reft.  If  they 
had  been  threatened  by  the  whole  mass  of 
power  from  Syria,  what  could  they  have 
done  ? \ 

■9 

They  could  have  done  nothing.  Bo- 
napartejwould  have  foftened  their  defcent  by 
a proclamation.  He  would  have  fent  to 
them  individually.  €€  You  fee  that  I have 
conquered  Egypt,  and  Syria,  and  that  no- 
thing can  refill  my  arms.  I am  at  your 
door.  I am  marching  into  Afia  Minor. 
I am  marching  to  Conftantinople.  If  you 
will  live  in  your  independency,  I promife 
to  maintain  you  in  your  independency,  in 
your  religion,  and  in  your  eftates.  If 
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you  think  that  you  can  moled  me  in  my  ' 
progrefs ; you  will  feel  the  weight  ot  my 
defolating  fword.” 

' ( . i,  • v'  +y  r>  /* i t f ' I 1"  ' * 

J # 

And  they  would  have  fubmitted;  and 
Bonaparte  would  have  marched  triumphant 

to  the  boundary  of  Afia;  to  the  confine 

✓ 

of  Europe.  He  would  hence  have  looked 
down  upon  Condantinople. 

I know,  Sir,  that  you  have  already 

• „ / 

darted  at  the  dilemma  of  the  Ottoman 

throne. — The  natural  retreat  of  the  Turk, 

\ 

Alia  Minor,  cut  off. — At  his  back  an  in- 
veterate  rebellion  conducted  by  a defperate 
chief. — All  around  him  defection,  defect 
tion,  defection — A prifoncr  in.  his  Capital 
at  the  mercy  of  No  Mercy  1 Need  I proceed 
to  the  end  ? 

, • 

i , « , * 

Bonaparte  faw  all  this ; and  from  the 
mirrour  of  his  ambition,  already  faw  him- 
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felf  reflected  Arbiter  of  Turky.  He  faw 
the  Eagle  blenching  at  his  approach.  What 
could  then  have  ftopt  him  ? But  luckily 
for  the  world,  Acri  flopt  him.  But  Acri 
threw  the  monfter  on  his  back ; but  Acri 
expofed  this  Chimasra  to  the  world.  He 
turned  about,  but  did  not  turn  from  his 
defis-n.  He  carried  it  boiling  in  his  fto- 
mach  to  France.  He  faw  it  practicable 
from  another  direction.  He  knew  the 
weaknefs  of  mankind.  He  had  fall  and 
craft  enough  to  abufe  it.  This  is  the  asra 
of  revolutions,  he  .laid  to  the  army  upon  his 
return,  and  the  army  caught  it,  they  fwore 
to  fupport  him.  They  made  him  arbiter 

of  their  fate. 

' It  is  not  an  ordinary  dory  of  an  ordi- 
nary mind,  that  can  break  at  once  through 
a cloud  of  difgrace,  into  fuch  a fudden 
blaze  of  confidence  and  power ; for  the  de- 
feat at  Acri  was  no  inconfiderable  defeat: 

2 


/ 


) 
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for  the  defertion  of  his  companions  of  arms 

/ 

in  the  Eaft,  was  not  that  commendable 

\ 

act  which  lhould  recommend  him  to  a far- 
ther conceffion  of  confidence  and  power. 

' 

It  was  the  dismemberment  of  Turky  ; it 
was  the  fafcinating  efte&s  of  fuch  a fcheme 
upon  the  powers  of  Europe,  that  recom- 
mended him;  and  indeed, 

' 

. i . 

What  a card  to  play  off  to  avarice  : 
What  a card  to  play  off  to  ambition.  Do 
we  want  more  to  account  for  the  hidden 
reverfe  of  Fortune  in  Italy?  Three  and 
twenty  fortrehes  furrendered  by  the  fame 
hand,  that  after  fo  much  wafte  of  blood 
and  treafure,  conquered  them ! 

\ 

* 

So  far  advanced  as  this  in  his  project,  I 
did  believe  that  he  would  have  left  Eng- 
land to  her  Expedition  to  Egypt.  I did 
believe  that  he  would  have  deduced  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  Egyptian  conqueft,  whether 
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mattered  by  the  English,  or  not,  among 
the  neceflary  confequences  of  his  expedition 
to  Turky.  I did  believe  that  he  would 
have  been  fenfible  of  the  infurmountable 
difficulty  of  fuccouring  Alexandria  with  a 
fleet;  and  that  Gantheaume  would  have  been 
employed  to  tranfport  forces  into  Greece. 
I did  believe  all  this,  and  faid  it ; becaufe  I 
am  apt  to  believe  in  the  infallibility  of  thefe 
great  men.  This  was,  obviaufly  to  me,  the 
game  he  ought  to  have  played.  It  was 
tempting,  it  was  open,  it  promifed  fuccefs  j 
but  he  was  loft  in  the  danger  of  Egypt. 
He  perfitted  in  trying  to  fave  Egypt : and 

did  not  know  that  he  was  lofmg  his  time. 

/ 

- J (*/ ) l ./ i J i.  tj  i ..  \X  L i f . >-> 

England  had  conquered  Egypt  before  I 
left  it : ffie  had  only  to  avail  of  the  advan- 
tage ffie  had  gained.  Gantheaume  has  been 
difappointed.  The  Republicans  have  not 
conquered  Turky.  The  moment  perhaps 
is  loft : The  Northern  Confederacy  may  be 
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otherwife  difpofed.  Auftria  may  now  be 
other  wife  difpofed. — -But  the  Greeks,  he 
may  fay,  are  revolted  in  their  hearts  ; but 
all  Serviais  in  rebellion  ; but  the  Turkifh 
power  is  a phantom.  But  I will  attempt 
it  yet. 


Indeed  the  flood-gates  of  dominion  feem 
every  where  to  be  wrenched:  The  waters 

i 

are  out:  The  land-marks  are  removed. 

\ « r £ ' f 

God  alone  can  tell  when  this  afflidting 
fpirit  may  fubfide. 

« m < > v_v  i-u  a i - v 


The  tendency  of  diforder  is  neccfiarily  to 
difiblution  ; and  a day  wall  come  when  or- 
der will  refume  its  reign. 


I do  not  mean  to  be  particular  when  I 
ipeak  of  the  tendency  of  diforder.  I mean 
to  awaken  our  Policy  to  the  general  diforder 
of  Europe.  I think  that  France  may  not, 
at  this  time,  find  it  fo  eafy  a talk  to  accom- 
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pi i {It  her  de'figns  upon  Turky,  but  I think 
alfo  that  nothing  can  long  protradt  the  fall 
of  that  decaying  Empire. 

Upon  this  principle  we  cannot  part  with 
Egypt  at  any  rate.  To  whom  fhould  we 
part  with  it  ? If  there  were  fufficient  rea- 
fon  to  juftify  our  fending  an  army  into 
Egypt  to  expel  the  French  , the  fame  rea- 
fon  muft  exift  for  keeping  them  out.  Then, 
how  would  you  keep  them  out  ? Would 
you  put  the  Turk  in  poffeffion  of  it  again  ? 
They  cannot  keep  the  French  out.  They 
could  not  keep  them  out  before ; and  when 
the  French  were  in,  could  they  drive  them 
out  ? Are  arguments  wanting  to  fubff  antiate 
this  ? Is  the  Turk  more  powerful  than  he 

r v f 

was  ? 

> , 

73°flLb  orrua  erli  0}  1 -o; our  > ovi  ■bniagn/i 

But  England  has  profefled  to  recover 
Egypt  f°r  the  Turk : and  fliall  England 
wreft  Egypt  from  the  French,  to  rob  it 
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from  the  Turk?  Would  this  be  a&ing  the 
part  of  a faithful  ally  ? But  England  did 
not  fend  her  armies  to  Egypt  out  of  com- 
pliment to  the  Turk.  England  had  an  in- 
tereft  in  wrefting  Egypt  from  the  French; 
an  intereft,  equivalent  to  the  magnitude  of 

* Y 

the  undertaking:  And  fhall  fhe  abandon 
this  meafure  of  fafety  to  her  intereft  before 
ihe  is  fure  to  have  accompliftied  the  intent  of 
it  ? If  the  Turk  could  have  kept  the  French 
out,  there  would  have  been  no  want  of  the 
armies  of  England  to  drive  them  out.  The 
Turk  attempted  with  the  whole  force  of  his 
Empire,  to  drive  them  out ; but  the  world 

i 1 , i . 

is  informed  how  miferably  he  was  defeated. 
The  Turk  therefore  is  inadequate  in  power. 
Shall  England  then  reftore  it  to  the  Turk, 
who  cannot  by  himfelf  defend  it  ? Shall 
England  live  expoied  to  the  fame  danger 
again  ? Then  what  is  to  be  done  ? 

J d ‘ v ' I G i . / T1  ,>  i j .?  7 1 If;  j r. 

+ -j  ” v 

England  ftiould  be  ever  faithful  to  her 
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principles.  Faithful  to  her  allies.  England 
mall  fay  to  the  Turk,  you  lhall  have  your 
Province.  We  will  defend  it  for  you.  You 
(hall  have  your  tribute,  as  the  Mamaluks 

i 

were  engaged  to  pay  it.  Did  the  Mama- 
luk. ever  remit  to  you  any  tribute?  Could 
you  force  even  the  Mamaluk  to  pay  to  you 
his  tribute  ? Then  England  will  anfwer 
that  your  tribute  lhall  be  paid. — Then 
what  will  the  confequences  be  to  Eng- 
land ? 

I have  faid.  Sir,  in  my  fpeculations  on 
Egypt,  that  Ihe  annually  fent  a thoufand 
Chips  abroad  with  her  fnperfluous  produc- 
tions. To  enter  into  a detail  of  this  com^ 
merce  would  furpafs  the  bounds  of  a letter  : 

A 

but  it  may  be  to  your  fatisfadlion  to  know, 

% 

“ that  in  rice,  and  grain,  and  coffee,  and 
senna,  and  flax,  and  hemp,  and  fal  am- 
moniac, and  myrrh,  and  aloes ; and  gums 
of  ail  kinds ; and  ivory,  and  lafflower,  and 
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hides,  and  indigo,  and  fugar,  and  an  in- 

• • 

finite  variety  of  articles  ufeful  to  our  con- 
lumption  and  manufacture.  A thoufand 
cargoes  may  eafily  be  compofed,  and  an- 
nually imported  from  Egypt  into  England. 
Do  I fay  a thoufand  fhips  ? Yes  ! A thou- 
fand fhips,  and  I have  left  out  of  my  ac- 
count the  lake  Natron:  producing  a fait, 
anfwering  all  the  purpofes  of  foda  in  bleach- 
ing, and  in  making  of  foap,  equal  to  a 
thoufand  cargoes  more,  if  required.  All 
this  will  pre-luppofe  a want  of  European 
manufacture  in  an  adequate  proportion. 
Cloth,  and  fhalloons,  and  Manchefter 
goods,  and  baize*  and  blankets,  and  fhawls : 
cutlery,  iron  ware,  watches,  lead,  tin,  tin- 
plates, tobacco/  cochineal,  and  arms  : gun- 
powder, and  of  every  afiortment  that  can 
be  named.  This  I can  fpeak  of,  from  my 
experience  and  obfervation.  This  is  what 
has  been  done.  But  if  Egypt  was  pro- 
tected from  the  tyranny  which  has  oppreffed 
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it  j if  the  peafant  could  enjoy  the  fruit  of 
his  labour;  if  he  had  not  to  fear  the  dif- 
play  of  his  means ; his  means  would  en- 
able him,  and  his  fpirit  would  prompt  him, 
to  indulge  himfelf  a little  more  in  the  con- 
veniences and  elegances  of  life.  If  Egypt 
could  be  improved,  in  any  proportion  to 
its  fufceptibility  of  improvement,  1 would 
not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  we  might  reckon 
upon  a circulation  of  two  thoufand  fliips  of 
commerce  in  one  year  from  Egypt  to  the 
ports  of  England.  Do  we  forget  what 
Egypt  was  ? I have  feen  what  it  is.  Sir  ! 
The  French  have  feen  it,  and  know  its 
worth.  If  it  can  be  held  to  England; 
(he  may  talk  of  jewels  in  her  crown,  but 

a brighter  than  this,  the  will  not  pof- 
* ® 

fefs. 

t 

To  pretend  to  fay,  in  the  fluctuating 
Hate  of  power  in  Europe  at  prefent,  who 
fliall  fall,  and  who  fhall  rife;  who  fhall 
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be  defpoiled,  and  who  fhall  divide  the 
ijpoil  is  not  the  purpofe  of  my  prefent 
addrefs.  A great  diforder  is  near  at  hand. 
Thofe  will  fare  beft,  who  have  beft  de- 
lved. In  this  reflection,  I feel  moft  com- 
fortable for  honeft  England. 


George  Baldwin, 


London , 

Sept einber  27,  1801 
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THE  END 


H.  Baldwin  and  Son,  Printers 
Hew  Bridge-street,  London. 
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